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MOURTRAY. | 
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N o one of the fawily of the Mour, 
|  tray's could cloſe their eyes ; the father, 
| agonized by the certainty of his ſon's 1 
; conduct, tried in, vain to. ſuppreſs deep, 
groans, that, at intervals, would force 
themſelves a paſſage, out of bly OWL. 

| boſom. | | 
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His wife, a had really belicendl) m 
indif poſed, when he ee pale ant 5 = 
trembling by ber, bedfi 095, urging, her t 
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riſe, was no ſooner returned to her bed, 


than ſhe worried herſelf, now, about his 
indiſpoſition; and now about the unfor- 


tunate ſituation of her ſon ; remaining yet 
in entire Ignorance as to its cauſe. 


an, coually icnonnt; filled ill 
more acutely ; becauſe, independant of 


the uneafineſs ſhe felt for her brother, 


| ſhe tenderly deplored the. diſtreſs of her 
Parents. 


As ſoon as people "TTY to ſtir in the 


ſtreets, Mourtray fuddenly ſtarted up, and, 


 _ wrapping himſelf up in his great coat 


(having never taken off his clothes), he 


took his hat, and then, without returning | 
any anſwer to Mrs. Mourtray's enquiry 
whither he was going in ſuch haſte, 555 
darted out of the houſe. | 


After das tone time, and finding 


| he did not return, Mrs. Mourtray and | 
Emma fat down to 4 comfortleſs break- 
ines A 5 


* 
. 


. 
„ IAIN > 
2 8 


3 
faſt; when, in deſpite of the orders given 
to the ſervants to let in no creature, 
Chowles bounced into the room. 


* Servant ladies, ſervant,“ ſaid he: a 
« why, this is a ſad piece of buſineſs, 
truly! What have you done with the 
lad?” e La Fat" OI 


« If you mean Henry,” anſwered Mrs. 
Mourtray, © he is abſent.” 
« 'Tis well; he had beſt Wan of 
the way, I can tell you; for, by what. 
hear, upon my foul, I believe Mandler : 
will die.” _ a 


- 


Mrs. ig and her 2 
ready to faint with terror at the ſuſpi⸗ 
cions he had ſo incautiouſly raiſed, ea- 
gerly enquired, bath at. once, what he 
meant. - 4 „ e v1 4 


, : | £ a 1 : 5 { 
vB 


. B£ Chowles, 


5 


Chowles, a little diſconcerted, per- 
ceiving the miſchief he had Gone,” made : 


no anſwer. | 


. « For the love of God, Mr. Chowles,” 
cried Mrs. Mourtray, gaſping for breath, 
« do not thus torture me: explain your 


meaning ; what has Henry done to this 
1 Manders * we 


ce —— fought n „binn 


Ma'am; and (as uy ſay) wounded him 


mortally.” 


. God!” exclaimed 8 enk | 
ing, pale as death, back 1 in her chair. 


. But is he e wowhded himſelf o, quick- 


ly tell me that?” aſked Mrs. Mourtray. 


Not that I know of; for he ran away 


directly after the event.“ 


« God 


Ss: 
God be praiſed he did ” cried ſhe, 
who, totally regardleſs of all but her ſon's 
ſafety, was almoſt inſenſible to his having 


probably n the Ken of a fellow. 
creature. 


« It would be ſhocking, too,” ſaid the, | 
| after a moment's recollection, © if this 
Manders were to die- Poor man But 


as it was a duel, I hope it is not poſſible 
that * ſon could be tried for murder?” 


2 Moſt affuredly he well; 2 bald the 
| unfeeling Chowles; © and I would not 
be in his kin for a good deal.” 


Mrs. Mourtray, with violent- exclama- - 
tions of affright, conjured him to go that 
inſtant, and learn the real ſtate of Man- 
ders; but Chowles proteſted the heat 

N was ſo exceſſive, that he muſt have time 


to reſt a little before he could 2 
move. | 
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Forced, much againſt her will, to be 


patient, ſhe now enquired what had been 
the cauſe of this duel ; ſaying, that ſhe 


had never heard Henry mention the name 
of Manders in her life. 


But Chowles was prevented from giving 


an immediate reply by the entrance of 


Mourtray, who, without noticing his vi- 


ſitor, ſunk ſpeechleſs into a chair; and 
when his wife began telling him the 
dreadful news, he ſtopped her ſhort, lift- 
ing up his . and — « oer | 
all.“ 


. then renewing his converſa- 
tion with Mrs. Mourtray, told her, that 
though he could not poſitively affirm it 


to be the cauſe, yet it was ſtrongly ru- 


moured that the quarrel ori iginated in a 


gaming debt. i Ne 


60 A gaming. debt yp repeated 1 


mar alders, and raiſing. 
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his claſped hands to bis forchead, with 2 
look of deep anguiſh, 1 1 

« Impoſſible | abſolutely * 
cried Mrs. Mourtray vehemently : Henry 
certainly does not game; no, no; I am 


ſure there is not a word of truth in this 
report.“ 


«© Nay, I don't aver the report to be 
truth,“ faid. Chowles ; „though I muſt 
own to you, Ma'am, I think it very pro- 
bable; for my young friend Henry (as: 
my couſin ng tells me) is fond of | 
erer his ewe. f cod 1] 1 >» 


7 N mind a nk the We cried 
Mrs. Mourtray angrily, for ſhe has 
what the French call une mauvaiſe langue ; 
but if even the poor boy was formetly-a 
little imprudent in this way, I'll. anſwer 
for his having lived very regulatly of late; 
he has been conſtantly at home by twelve 
B 4 o'clock, 


98 
o' clock, excepting the night before laſt, 
when he ſtaid out, at a ball, till * 


„Ah! I wiſh he had only ſtaid at a 
ball !” faid Mourtray : however, tilt 
1 1 never heard of this.“ . 


0 What bene - Caid te, colouring. 


J fear it bgnifies very much,” 
plied her huſband ; © for I greatly ape 5 
his ruin may be dated from chat fatal | 
might, } e . 

„ Lord! how you - terrify me! I muſt 
own he did not come home till near 
eight in the morning z ; and now J re- 
member, when I ſaw him at breakfaſt, 
1 thought he looked pale and diſcom- 
-poſed ; at firſt, too, he was very abſent, 
but he ſoon recovered, and afterwards 
4 men in violent ſpirits.” 


„ Which 


: 1 9 | N 
Which were feigned, no doubt,“ ſaid 
Mourtray, © to diſguiſe the real ſtate of 
his mind —Why did not 8 tell n me al 

this bates 2” | 
4 Beckuſe I thought it a matter of no 


conſequence; and that you might blame 
mn for mp Auch late hours.” 


8 now offered to go NaF. enquire 
after Captain Manders; but Mourtray 
| faid he need not give himſelf that trouble, 

as he had already gained all the informa- 
tion that could be known at preſent z 
which was, that though he yet lived, he 
was in the greateſt danger, | 


The former, however, perſiſted in ar- 5 
ing he would go in the courſe of a few 
hours, and return early in the evening, 

when he hoped, he ſaid, to bring Tk 2 
Mourtray better news. . . 
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2 
Though poor Mourtray would gladly. 


have diſpenſed with his company, he 


would not oppoſe an arrangement, from 
which his wife promiſed to herſelf ſome 


degree of comfort. 


2 Juſt after the cloth was removed from 


a table, ,where the family had ſcarcely 


touched any breakfaſt, a letter, ſent from 


Richmond, was brought to Mourtray : 


with a trembling hand, and preſaging 


its contents, he opened it, and read what 


follows : 


« Richmond, June 26, 179— 
« Dear Sir, 


lt is with the utmoſt. reluctance 


that I trouble you at this moment, feel- 
ing infinite concern for your ſituation; ; 


but, in matters of importance, it is ne- 
ceſſary to be explicit, without loſs of 
time. 


% Doubtleſs 


to be null and void; and, I muſt add, 
that the very cogent reaſons for its diſ- 


11 
= Doubtleſs you are already informed 
of your ſon's raſh act, the terrible con 


| ſequences that are expected from it, as, 
likewiſe, of his breach of promiſe ; you 


cannot, therefore, expect otherwiſe; than 
that I ſhould inſtantly declare our treaty 
(thus violated by Mr. Henry Mourtray) 


ſolution, preclude all nn. of its ever 


| . renewed. 


„Had the young man rinwon himſelf 5 
worthy of my. daughter,. as I once, too- 
haſtily, believed he would, I ſhould have 
eſteemed myſelf happy to have been ſo 
nearly connected with ſuch. eſtimable 
urs as rnd and. Lady.. 


« J truſt, 8 by your: pan 


admonitions, that Mr. Henry Mourtray, 


who, as yet, has ſcarcely attained man- 
hood, may be brought to ſee and repent 


of „ before it be too late; and 


B 6 I. al 


ä 
I would not, in your place, be ſparing of 
à little wholeſome correction, that you 
may the ſooner work his reformation. 


I ſincerely pray for this event, not 
only for his ſake, but alſo for your's, and 
that worthy Lady, his mother” s, to whom 
1 1 to offer my beſt reſpects. ä 


1 have the honobr to be, 
Dear Sir, 


Lour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 7 


| JAMES SILBOURNE.” | 


Emma alone was in the room when 
her father read this letter : he could not 
ſpeak as he handed it to her ; but the 
contents, grievous as they were, did not, 
in the leaſt, furprize either of them. 92 


Deſirous, however, of * Mrs. 5 
ee any nad * after all 
Dil N | 3 ſhe ; 


IM 


- "+18 
ſhe had already endured, they agreed that 
this freſh affliction ſhould be. nn 
for the preſent. 


60 Nas, unhappy boy y cried Mour- 
tray, a tear trembling in his eye; . how 
completely has he ruined himſelf ! 
What !—before three weeks had elapſed 
fince the ſolemn” engagement he took, 
you ſee, Emma, he breaks out in defiance 
of it, and ruſhes headlong into thoſe very 
vices which he had been warned would 
be his deſtruction !—lIt is very plain his 

duel with Captain Manders was in con- 
ſequence either of ſome tavern broil, or 
gambling diſpute, which happened on 
that fatal night he ſtaid from home !—His 
_ countenance, it ſeems, in the morning 
_ denoted ſomething to be wrong Alas! 
1 did not fee him then, nor did I, un- 
fortunately, perceive his agitation when 
he received the letter yeſterday: if I 
i , ne 1 1 at leaft, have 
: Xn EY "oy 5 


2 


aww a part of this miſchief ; but 


| ”% 
ES 60'S 


His emotion now choaked his words, 


whilſt Emma, bathed in tears, with ſym- 


pathetic feelings, , ** his 
hand to ber . | 


#61 My pin — father !” cried the, 


PY let us hope that all will yet be well! 
Manders will recover; and, perhaps, in 
time Mr. Silbourne will be reconciled to 


poor Henry. 


* No, „ love, never — He 


is a man of a firm and decided character, 
but very inflexible in all points; and, 
certainly, when he has every reaſon to 
think himſelf in the right, he will ſtrictly 
adhere to the reſolution he has made: 
do not, therefore, deceive yourſelf, or 
brother, with any hopes that his marriage 
with Miſs Silbourne will ever take place; 


vet, mortifying as it is to loſe all the 
bright 


15 


bright proſpects that ſo lately opened wu 
fore him, this is what gives me the leaſt 


trouble: the ſorrow I feel is chiefly occa · 


ſioned by his breach of promiſe, and the 


apprehenſion that he has been guilty of 
_ a: dreadful crime; but, if it pleaſe the 


Almighty to ſpare the life of Captain 


Manders, and that Henry, after ſmarting 


ſo ſeverely fot his raſh folly and wicked» 


: neſs, ſhould, indeed, reform, then I ſhall 


eaſily make up my mind to bear this diſ- 
appointment, as to his marriage, as he 
muſt his; and, likewiſe, to be content 
with a narrow fortune, which, | Sy wil 
be his b | 


e 
: 0 


He will reform: I am ſure he will; 


and become worthy of ſuch a father; as, 


dear Papa, you have ever been to us 


both! What has happened cannot fail 


of making a deep . 15 


a him.“ | ON 
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16 | 
I wiſh, my Emma, I could think ſo; 
but, alas! I doubt it !—for, if he had ſo © 


little forbearance, with ſuch a prize in 


view, what truſt can I have, that, were 


the preſent evils removed, he would not 


involve himſelf in freſh embarraſſments ? 


Gaming, too, is, of all vices, that which 
takes the deepeſt root in the heart: how- 
ever, Henry is young; and, if he could 


but acquire reſolution, it may yet be 
eradicated. = | | "Iv 


'Qhowlet's entrance put an end to this 
converſation : he gave a very bad account 


of Captain Manders, of whoſe wounds 


the Surgeons entertained a moſt un- 
favourable opinion ; nor had they yet 
been able to extract the ball, which was 
lodged in his fide. The only circum- | 
ſtance that had tranſpired concerning the 
duel, was, that it had been fought with- 


t 


. 17 

- Intelligence ſuch as this threw a 
deeper gloom over all the party, to which 
Mrs. Mourtray had juſt added her com- 
pany; but Chowles, who' never parti- 
cipated in any uneaſy ſenſations that 
affected others, ſoon grew tired of looking 
ſad: therefore, under the pretext of 
calling off Mrs. Mourtray's and Emma's 
| thoughts from diſagreeable ſubjects, he 
began a detail of the embelliſhments he. 
projected for his houſe at Clapham ; and 

recounted inſtances of his good fortune, 

in having picked up, at a low price, 
: amongſt. the poor emigrants, ſome choice . 

pieces of china, and other curious arti- 
| cles; which, when properly placed, would 
have, he ſaid, a very grand effect, and 


render his villa. one of the moſt ſuperb in 
: the e, 


Mo urtray, provoked at his infenſbility, 
abruptly left the room: Emma wiſhed to 


follow his example; but a look from her 


n fixed her to her ſeat; - whilſt the 
4 former, 


* 


— 


0. 
former, in litening to bim, panty _ 


her ſorrows. 


| Biſcuit figures, French clocks, glaſſes, | 
ebiots and Damas de trois couleurs, ; 
ſwam, in ſucceſſion, before her eyes; and 
ſhe reflected, that, if ſhe could but ſee 
Emma poſſeſſed of theſe treaſures, ſhe 

might again be happy. The object of 

her ſolicitude, however, ſat abſorbed in 
melancholy ; and, ſo far from paying the 
laſt attention to Chowles, ſhe only viewed 
: him with Increaſed Alu. 


| Bus in the midit of Mrs. Mourtray's 
waking dreams, ſhe was diſturbed by a 
meſſage from her huſband, deſiring to 
ſpeak with her immediately. — | 
She found him pacing the room, with 
a diſordered air; and, as ſoon as he ſaw 
her, he aſked, with ſome aſperity, if 
ſhe could prevail upon herſelf to quit 
Mr. Chowles's very intereſting details, 
5 > . 00 


— 9 p 9 
J 0 


19 5 
to attend to ſome he had to give her of 


her og ? 


k. W whoſe cd of 
temper were very ſudden, at the mention 


of her ſon, forgot Chowles's catalogue, 


and inſtantly burſt into tears; when 
Mourtray, pointing to a letter which lay 


open on the table, ſaid, in a tone of deep 


dejection, © That Sydney has ſent me, by 


his groom. It fully explains the whole 


of the late dreadful tranſactions, and even 


informs me of what 1 did not, ann 
—_ : 


p, 
$0176: 


;6 0 bus you terrify me | p tate 


Mrs, ponds * do read We letter 


to me.“ 


6 Excuſe me,” ſaid he; ce that is be- 


yond my power :—[I have neither voice, 
nor n at . | 


Mrs. 


20 


Mrs. An then And! the letter 
herſelf: 1 


Syduey Farm, ) June 26, 209— 
40 * My dear sir, | 


ä 


| « In the firſt place, let me haſten 

to aſſure you, that your ſon is ſafely 

arrived here; and, though ſtill under 
great perturbation of mind, rather more 

compoſed than he was during our 

journey; and, as his perſon is quite un- 

known in this part of the country, you | 

may reſt in perfect ſecurity about him: 

bw have, beſides, had the precaution to in- 
troduce him into my humble habitation 

-under- the name of Morton; ; and none 

1 here, but my groom, who is the bearer of 

[| this, and whom I can truſt, have ever ſeen 


| ain before. 


ws Need I fay how much it grieves me, 
that I muſt, in the next place, ſeverely 
wound your feelings, by giving you that 
Informa- 


this tims, . 


Manders, of the —- 
Guards, who offered to ſet him down at 


„„ 
information which you have a right to 
expect; and, though my heart ſhrinks 


from the taſk, yet it is neceſſary that, 
without diſguiſe, you ſhould learn the 


whole of that unfortunate affair, of which 


you are already, in part (no danke, "wy 


1 5 


( Henry, I am perfuingss; "bas ves 


perfectly ingenuous in the account he 


has confided to me of the circumſtances, 
which I have undertaken to can to 
you. 5 | „ . r 
alt a chat, on Monidy: nieht laſt, 
after attending the Silbournes to the play,” 
and ſeeing them to their carriage, he 
met, at the door of the Theatre, Captain 


Regiment of 


home, which offer he accepted; but, on 
the way, Manders, after ſome jokes on 


the domeſtic ſtyle of life he had latex 
* e him to go and ſup © | 


with 


22 


with him at a tavern : there, he owng, 
he drank very freely ; ; and, being heated 
with wine, u unfortunately he forgot bis 
promiſe, and was prevailed upon to en- 


gage in — 


| CK — at firſt, favoured him fans 
prizingly, and he won a large ſum ; but, 
as he was on the point of departure, all 
the company being gone but Manders 
and another officer, he conſented, fluſhed - 
as he was with his late ſucceſs, to engage 
with them anew; when, in the ſpace of 
about two hours, he not only loſt all he. | 
had won, but four thouſand _ more To 
than. he had any menus of paying.” = 


| * God! 15 pd: Mrs. 
3 Henry to act thus — No! 
I could. not have believed it palble * 


—— Ee ð²è õ ˙— _—  —— x = 
— — — 
— 


Her huſband pake not ; and, after a 
| ſhort pauſe, ſhe proceeded reading, 


l 
| 
| 
i ney 11 
N 
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This unlucky ſtroke entirely diſſpated 
the fumes of wine: indignant againſt him- 
ſelf, alarmed at the conſequences, and 
. vexed to the very ſoul, he faw no other 

Chance of averting the impending dan- 

1 ger, than that of truſting to the honour 
of theſe officers; he, therefore, gave them 
Ja candid account of his ſituation relative 
to the Silbournes, ſolemnly aſſuring Man- 
ders, that, immediately after his marriage, 
his firſt care ſhould be to pay the large 
ſum which he had loſt to him alone, and 
for which he offered him a bond; and 
chen he exacted from them both an oath, 
never to divulge the —— of that 
night. SY 


2 WW” 


dns \s_ 


> 0 z © W.Y 


Both the officers readily conſented to 
do all he required; and the behaviour of 
Manders, on this occaſion, was ſo gen- 
tleman- like, that Henry departed tho- 
roughly ſatisfied of his honour ; and ſo 
much relieved from his late tumuftuous 
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him to appear before you at dinner, ſo 
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ſenſations, that he became tolerably calm: 
he could not, however, quiet ſome qualms 


of conſcience, ariſing from his breach of 
promiſe; but he had little apprehenſions 


of its being ever known, for he per- 
fectly relied on the officers word, eſpe- 
cially on that of Manders ; and had he 


been leſs ſecure in regard to the other 
perſon, he knew he was going out of 
the way, being under orders to embark 
for Flanders early in the day.—The other 


perſons with whom he had played, had 
long left the tavern, and were all ſtrangers 
to him, as likewiſe he was to them. 


* On Tueſday morning he waited upon 
Silbourne, and was, as uſual, cordially 
received by him and his daughter; but 
having a violent head-ache, he declined. 


attending them, as they requeſted, to Ken- 
fi ngton-gardens ; ; and, returning home, he 


ſought to gain an hour's fleep, to enable 


that 


- elit his looks: miöbe et e his late 
agitation, which at breakfaſt; hefeared, he 
: ww ill pongeale __ Mrs. r | 


— im rst to yourſel, cid yp ow | 
Sie after all theſe precautions, what! - 
Henry's feelings muſt have been, when, 
in our preſence, be received the incloſed | 
letter. ps. 8 „ 
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« TO HENRY' MOURTRAY; ESQ: © 


ce . 15 


* 


_ b Br an extraordinary T3 as : 
after you left me this morning, I learned - 
from authority, which, I am grieved to fay,.. 
can ſcarcely be doubted, that laſt night 
you violated the ſolemn promiſe you had 
given me ſo very lately, having loſt, at 
one . no leſs than four, thouſand 
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8 Whatever reaſon 1 have. to credit 
this diſagreeable information, if you can, 
upon the word and honour of a gente 5 
man, deny it to be a fact, I will believe 
my ears deceived me, and then I ſhal! 
Wil | hardly think any apology ſafficient, for 
0 | having troubled you with this deteſtable 
bill & calumny. peer $60 28 15 


0 I IE inſtantly with my family 


to Richmond, wherel hope, 1 in the courſe 
of the evening, to receive a line from 
vou, unequivocally to contradict it —But | 
ſhould I not hear from you before to- 
morrow morning, I certainly ſhall con- 
ſider the report to be founded on truth, 
and conſequently, without making any 
comments on your conduct, ſhall declare 
our enden to be null and voids" 


In that caſe, [ muſt, in my u divghteFs,” 
name, as well as my. own, decline the 
continuance | of your acquaintance ; and 
as you are not ignorant. that whatever 

"reſolutions 


19 


Pg 


reſolutions I form are irrevocable, I am 


perſuaded you will ſpare. yourſelf, aud me, 


the trouble of 88 uſeleſs applications. 


> cT 40 We you; 1 ſhall be trol; 
happy, if you can demonſtrate your in- 
nocegce to him, who. has the honour | 


to be, 
55 Sir, 
. 1 1555 Vour obedient Servant, 
« JAMES SILBOURNE.” 2 
London Turſiay. 3 
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« Wat a cruel letter!” cried Mis. b 


N Mourtray: « no wonder Poor N was 


to affekted by K 


e 


'E Ah! hs had but TY 5 BO? 5 


| a affected, becauſe he was conſcious, of 


vun he had done, faid Wee ct but 
ED A's  Silbourne's © 
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Silbourne's conduct, ſo far from being 
cruel, appears to.me-full of candour.” ; 


3 


Mrs. Mouriray again reſomed Sydney 8 
narrative. . 


| 06 Henry, 1 was in a manner gel 
with the peruſal of this fatal letter, had 
no ſooner, in ſome degree, recovered 
{| from the firſt ſhock, than he ruſhed out 
t of yourchouſe, withaut any project what 


ö | to do—mechanically, however, he turned | 
his ſteps towards Silbourne's houſe, where 
mae learned the family had been gone thence 


WH above an hour, but had left a ſervant in 
1 town, with orders to bring immediately — 
| | {<1 Richmond any letter that Mr. Henry | 
| eee, 2 62 6 
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25 i Henry * none to ſend ! He 
dared not deny the truth of the report 
which had reached Silbourne's-ears ; but 
_ bow that RO want. and ſo ſpeedily, 7 
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too, was -A matter he determined to in- 5 
_—_— directly. | 

2 The Di he end muſt Foun. 

| been the perſons who had thus treache- | 

rouſly- betrayed him, and, boiling with 

rage, he ſallied forth, reſolved to make 

them pay dearly for their perfidy ; but. 

recolleèting that one was gone, and that 


only Manders remained, he haſtened in 
ſearch of nim. 


. « Henry did! not find Mon for aca 

: time, but at laſt traced, and ſtopped him, 
juſt as he was ſtepping into a hackney 
. . coach; in Cockſpur Street. —Henry neking Cc 
: pulled: him back, and with Iuch terms as 
fury dictated, haughtily taxing him with 
the baſeſt e inſiſted e infant | 

: OR: e 


8 189 0 own account, 1 fear be 8 | 
haved, at this juncture, with a degree of 
5 violence little ſhort of madneſs : : nor can 
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he recollect many particulars of Wbt 


| paſſed, excepting that they both got into 


the coach, when Manders, with much 
temper, poſitively denied the charge 
againſt him, ſwearing that he did not 
even know Silbourne by fight; and that 
the perſon concerned in play with them, 


had been with him, from the time they 


had all three ſeparated in the morning, 
till TT town, two hours fince. 


« The condeſrention of t in 


# giving him this explanation, unfortunately 


had no effect on Henry, who refuſed. 
giving the leaſt credit to it; and obſti- 


nately inſiſted upon deciding the diſpute 
inſtantly with piſtols: the other, who was 


now become equally angry himſelf, con- 
ſented. 


« The coachman was now ordered to 

drive to St. George s Fields, where, with- 
_out any ſeconds, they propoſed to adjuſt 
| the matter with the piſtols with which 
5 5 8 7 
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ders received a ſhot in his ſide, and fell 
bathed in blood. This fight brought 
Henry a little to himſelf ; he attempted 
to bind up the wound, but his trembling 
hands refuſed the office; away, therefore, 


waiting at a little diſtance), he direkte 


| 1 met him.“ 15 $a 4 199. e * +63 . — 


31 5 15 


Henry bad provided himſelf. —The fatal 
buſineſs was ſoon terminated, for Man- 


he flew to fetch a ſurgeon, whom, as 
well as the hackney coachman (who was 


to the place when Manders Joy: 2887 


* Then making the beſt co his wayback * N 
into the town, with his brain, he ſaid- 
burning as if it were on fire, he walked. 


on with a quick diſordered ſtep, and had 


reached Charing N * fortunately: 
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MRS MOURTRAY now Was forces 
to diſcontinue reading : the horror of 
Henry's raſh aktion, as likewiſe the idea 
of the danger to which he himſelf had 
been expoſed, overpowered her; and it 
was not till after ſhe had drunk a glaſs of 
water that ſhe was able. to attend to 
Sydney's letter of which, her huſband 
6ffered to ens inen I | 
8 « —Glad to find the Sid of; my 
fearch, I caught hold of his arm, con- 
vinced, by the wildneſs of his air, that 
ll ſomething extraordinary had befallen him; 
| but, offended with me, he tried to diſen- 
gage himſelf from my hold, ſternly de- 
mandin 8. why I attempted te to detain him! ? 
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This was not a time for me a 
captious, ſo 4 mildly told him the uneaſi-. 
neſs his abſence had given to his 3 
and entreated he would ſuffer me o 
ene him home.“ D eee 
ce 1 195 ng A 6. home =} ſhall 
| have no e . T am: a murderer 11 


- <- 
4 * 


” « Rucefively -hockied, at this —— 
though 1 only imputed it to a temporary 
delirium, I tried firſt to ſooth, then to 

. expoſtulate with him, but obſerved he 

did not attend to me; at laſt I hinted 

| ſomething about Miſs Silbourne: at the 

| ſound of her name he ſtarted, and, dap. 

ing his hands together, exclaimed, in 
gagony, Selina! ah, deareſt Selina!— 
5 loft to me OUT” + | e 


„ Tough b hs 3 away his: 58 x p 
| Law he ſhed tears; this gave me comfort: 1 
and then I preſſed him fo earneſtly to 


relieve bi 3 heart, by — 


/ gy 


— 


its ſorrows to-me, that, in a ew broken 
ſentences, he revealed the whole. 19S > 4 


/ 


0 bee 1 few 8 was 
not a moment to loſe to ſave him from 7 
the danger which threatened him, and. 

that had not yet occurred to him: F 
therefore, inſenſibly, led him towards my : 
| lodgings, which J prevailed upon him to 
enter with me, where I ſecretly gave 
orders for a chaiſe and four to be got 
ready directly; being now reſolved. that 
he ſhould not go home, as I had no 
doubt a ſtrict ſearch would be made after 
him, and the beſt method of ſecuring his 
ſafety ſeemed to be, to S him eee 
out of town. | | 


1:50 hed” 


0 : But faddenty a freſh difficulty was 
ſtarted, after he had agreed to my plan; 
for: Henry, who has really an excellent 
heart, refuſed peremptorily to ſtir. till he 
heard what had become of Manders. ad. : 
durſt not venture to . any body on 
4a | LI > So ſuch: 
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ſuch an enquiry, and I was afraid of 
leavin 8 your ſon alone, who ſeemed, * 
muſt own, ripe for, nn deed of, KY 


peration. | 8 2 SF FS, £192 * > 68, | {4 Wits 


by At length, as option 0 i | 


him, upon his pledging his word he 
would not move till my return, I: went, 


privately, to gain in the neighbourhood 


5 where Manders, - ſenior,” lived, what in- 
: telligence I could. 


% 


4M Aſter waiting 1 wake 1 3 all 


I wanted to know; for I ſpoke with. a 0 


ſurgeon of my acquaintance, coming out 


of the houſe, who told me the wounded: | 
man had juſt been "conveyed home, 5 
where he was in. ſuch. a ſtate;. that little: 


hopes were entertained of his life, and 
| chat he had left two 1 his ee 
_ cc This 0 intelligence (which; how- -- 
2 ever; N 1 ſoftened, in ſome meaſure, | -to 
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Henry} hitched my — and, 
after writing you a line, we ſet out in- 
ſtantly, and, travelling with the utmoſt 

expedition, reached this . in about 8 

eleven hours. 5 


0 My poor friend was extremely low. 
all the way: he is now, by my perſua- 
ſion, gone to bed. have written this in 
the preateſt haſte imaginable, to leſſen, in 
ſome degree, your anxiety: what I have 
further to communicate, I ſhall ſend 0 
the poſt fome hours hence. 9 


WIR ec « Adieul n my dear Sir. ' 
. Ok 4 . JULIAN SYDNEY.” ” 


ate We finiſhed reading, : a2 

| font and melancholy converſation enſued 

between him and bis wife; after which 

he went in queſt of his daughter... 15 | 
- 

bs found N Anne! in the draw- 

ing-room, biting his nails; at fight of 

, VVV 
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AM 


8 he — and, cullenly dauer ET. 


him a N n 


It . he hk condi iajudieiouy, 
ſeized che opportunity her parents abſence 
afforded him, of pleading to Emma in 
favour of ſentiments always deteſtable to 


her from ſuch lips, but which, at ſuch a 


moment, ſlie felt as an n ee . to 
| * * 8215 


| Ib" he VE without diſguiling her 
diſguſt, abruptly left him .——Being now 
informed of his departure, ſhe haſtened 


to her father, who communicated to her 


Sydney's narrative. The ſenſations it ex 


cited in her breaſt may be more eaſily 
conceived than deſcribed; but ſhe had 


fufficient fortitude to ſuppreſs much of 


what ſhe felt, and gently to booth the 


ſorrows of both her parents; for Nr 85 
. now eee her mne >; (rf 
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The following morning Mourtray re- 
ceived the promiſed letter from Sydney. 
As uſual, he firſt read the contents to 
himſelf; and Emma, who watched his 

countenance, ſaw, with infinite concern, 
that, whilſt he was reading, he changed 
colour ſeveral times. When he had 
done, he gave her the letter, and bade 
her read it aloud to her mother: I ſhall, 

in the mean while,” ſaid he, retire to- 


my own room.” 


His look, as he ſpake, was 10 very 
gloomy, that Emma had ſcarcely courage 
to begin reading, till Mrs. en 
Moen, inſiſted W it. 


8yduey Farm, June 27, At 


* My dearSir, py 
Henry, probably exlizuſted by 4 
row and fatigue, is {til in bed, but his 


[| i _  fleep is too much diſturbed, to be (I fear) 


| refreſhing ;—and now, + een to fulfil. 


my promiſe. | 
| cc. 1 own, 


„Lam, Fane Wong to- well you; "that Henty | 


— 


IL own I could have wiſhed to defer, 
till your ſpirits had ſomewhat recovered 


from their recent ſhock, mentioning: ſome - 
circumſtances relative to my poor friend: 
for it is grie vous to me to afflict i 
| whoſe happineſs is ſo dear to me, as is 
Your s, and that of all ein to ee 


Fr — 


ce But 1 is of opinian; that it is 


much better you ſhould, at once, know 
the worſt, and that his mind will be 
greatly relieved by a full confeſſion to the 
kindeſt and moſt indulgent of fathers; 
whoſe anger, though juſt, n be vapor | 
| cated 19 it. 
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had, prior to the fatal gaming tranſaction; 


ſecretly; taken meaſures, with Lord Wik 
mington's conſent, to ſell his commiſhon, 
to diſcharge ſome troubleſome debts 


which he did net wiſh ſhould appear 
" againſt him; and he knew that Slboume 
i £ oy i143 14 pe abs 433 2 * - 464 1 ONE 
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would rather be glad, than py, that he 
ned the . 


4 At FRE time he Sls this "FIBERS | 
he had not conſidered the reflections it 
would draw upon his character, to leave 
his profeſſion in the midſt of a war —He 
now ſeverely repents having concluded 
the ſale of his commiffion, two days we 
fore he left town; and the more ſo, as it 
will only diſcharge a ſmall part of what 
he owes: for, beſides his debt of honour 
to Manders, he owes near three thouſand. 
. pounds. Sol] | 48 2 


« The ' boy's brain is turned 1. 
claimed Mrs. Mourtray, interrupting 
Fama; © he is raving mad, I am ſure !— 

and I don't dene a word * n. 


4 5 on.” 


pt « Jas not ths, 1 my Aer Sir, | atkett 
you. toe deeply. Pecuniary concerns, 
. * be arrtuiggd, and . 
are 
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are trifles compared to our other ſorrows. 
Never, till now, did I ſeriouſly repine at 
my ſcanty income, when it would: be 


Exquiſite. joy to ſtep forward, on this 


occaſion, to my friend's aſſiſtanee. Ho w- 
ever, I am not wholly without hope of 
being yet of ſome uſe, by means of the 
worthy Newton, who! is quite a father 
| to me. | | 


— . 
_- ; 4 4 4 4 
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5 1 the liberty 1 take —1 only 
hinted this, in caſe Henry: s debts, m- 


ing thus ſuddenly upon "you, might be 
any inconvenience. 


inflited upon his parents and ſiſter. 


A. : 


5 + 1 privately, taken Menfbrst „ 3 


receive conſtant accounts of the ſtate of. © 
Manders ; ; and now, my dear Sit, I 1 have 


„5 


I am ſure you will 
have the goodneſs to ſend him a Une, ; 
with an afſurance of your pardon, which 
he is moſt anxious to receive. 
frequently mentioned, with deep con- 
cern, the pain which he is ſenſible he had 


He has 
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only to add, that I ſhall be extremely 
deſirous to hear, that neither your health, 
nor that of Mrs. and Miſs Mourtray, have 
ſuffered during this: ſevere trial. I am, 
indeed, the leſs uneaſy on your account, 
as I well know that your mind is ſtrengtl- 
ened by a ſuperior ſhare of e and 
fortitude. 7 a HOY» 

EE. am, . 

_« With the ſincereſt eſteem wad wehe. 

N « My dear Sir, 

Vour very faithful and obedient ſervant, 
= | « TULIAN SYDNEY.” 
Mourtray, who came into the room as 

Emma finiſhed reading the laſt” lines of 


the letter, was, now, eagerly aſked by his 


wife, whether he really believed his ſon 
could have been guilty of ſuch exceſſive 
extravagance as Sydney repreſented [nn 
Mourtray ſtared at her with aſtoniſhment ; 
_ angrily enquiring, whether ſhe ſuppoſed 
* run given by that moſt ex- 
Sent | + N 


- 


cellent young man to have been his own. 
invention 7. Ng | 


= © * 


Mrs. Mourtray looked a little aſhamed ; 


but ſaid, ſhe had wiſhed to perſuade her- 


felf, that Henry, in the preſent perturbed 
ſtate of his mind, ſpoke at NO 
without knowing 3 what he ſaid. 


- Mourindy ſhook his head, „ ai her, 
that he gave but too much credit to his 
confeſſion, £ | 


tt © Well ” cried Mrs. Mourtray, * who 
could have thought that- Henry had been 
ſo extravagant !---Yet, there is one com- 
fort left; for, however large his debts may 


be, the legacy, my dear, fortunately, will 


enable you to pay them: though it is 
exceſſively provoking to have any PES of 
5 this my __ apps. 8 


1 1 am r to fo my dear,” fait Ws, | 


« that you are greatly miſtaken concerning 
the 
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the ſtate of my affairs: it is true, I can, 

and certainly will, pay Henry s debts; 

but, when J have done this, little, I aſſure 

you, of the legacy will remain, fo much 
of FIRE already . 5 5 


9 Yeu: can't be ſerious: 2 know i it:is 
impoſſible. 
{+400 Indo; my dear,” ſaid Mourtray, 
with a figh,'* you will find it but too 
true. The ſcheme in which Chowles 
perſuaded me to venture ten thouſand 
pounds with him is likely to prove a 
very bad undertaking; for I have lately 
_ earned. (though he has been very ſilent 
on the ſubje&), that he has as little hopes 
as myſelf, that we ſhall ever recover one 
iſix-· pence of our money, either | in intereſt 
Pr: n 3 N 


— 


| RES © 


an; This is certainly a eruel firoke,” 
_ Fail ſhe; © but, however, after allow- 


| 208+ for. our late anne expenſes, 
f WE fall 


ſtill“ * e wsl pounds x re- 


main. ö 


« No ſuch ang :—Downton- has colt 
me a great deal already; and; when the 
works are completed, I queſtion whether 
I ſhall have ſpent, there, leſs than thręe 


thouſand pounds: add to this, five: thou- | 


ſand pounds ſettled on you and Emma, 


which I hold to be ſacred ;- various ſums,” | 
paid for Henry; with the expenſes occa- 
ſioned by the increaſe of our little eſta- 
bliſhment ſince we came to town not 
to mention the money I have been foreed 
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to advance to defray the heavy charges © == 


of the law ſuit carrying on in Antigua: 
caſt up theſe ſums together, and you will 
find how: very malt a Wann the er, : 


can remain.” 


" 4 am petrified bo cried. Mrs. | Mime 
tray: « all our hopes, now, muſt reſt on 
your recovering: the eftate abroad, and on 
Reue 6 n. for, I flatter myfelf, 
1 8 Silbourne 


ende will, in time, be pacified, not- 
withſtanding what he wrote to my ſon.” | 


1 . Alas! that is * out of the 3 
I „ tion !—Silbourne has formally announced 
"8 to me, that the compact is at an end 
between him and Henry: this diſagree- 
able circumſtance I have hitherto con- 
| cealed from' you; but now you muſt 
know the truth, that you may not buoy _ 
yourſelf up, with falſe hopes. In regard 
to the eſtate, 1 am not very ſanguine in 
my expectations of ever being in poſſeſſion 
of it; but as to ourſelves, we muſt return 
to Downton, and live quietly and frugally 
there, as formerly would to God we 
WA. had never quitted it !—and, as to Henry 
[4 (if he can ſtay in England, which I 
| I ff greatly apprehend will not be the caſe), 
be muſt engage in ſome profeſſion to find 
| himſelf bread.” 


Mrs N aMiQted Ls was ; 
- now. ſo overwhelmed with the weight of 
theſe 


T 


89393 


7 f ; | - 


theſe accumulated calamities, rec 


that of returning to obſcurity, and to 


Downton, that ſhe could only relieve her- 5 
ſelf by ſhedding a torrent of tears; and 
her huſband, who thought it beſt to ſuffer 
her thus to vent her ſorrows, that they 
might ſubſide the ſooner, did not attempt 
to impede their courſe; but retired to 
write to Spare, and his ſon. 2) 


The very idle conduct of the for- 


mer he viewed with the greater admira- 


tion, becauſe he had frequently obſerved, 


with diſpleaſure, the lighting manner 
with which. Henry generally treated 


him; preſuming to ſneer at what he 


called his pedantry- and premature 


* 


Sydney, he knew, had too much pene- 
tration not to have remarked ſomewhat 
of his offenſive behaviour, though he 
had the greatneſs of mind to deſpiſe it; 1 | 
and was far too noble to recollect . 8 'Y 


when 


„ 


when. 1 1206 in need. * his 
aſſiſtance. e 
While ent was writing his letters, 
the taſk of conſoling her mother devolved 
upon Emma, which was the more diffi- 
cult, as the reaſoning powers of Mrs. 
Mourtray, were far leſs _—_ than were 
| Her — | 
| That ſhe ſhould bel grced to lay the 
chief part of her tribulat ns to the ſcore 
of her darling, Henry, irritated as much 
as it vexed her: at the ſame time it ap- 
| peared to her quite incomprehenſible, how 
he could involve both himſelf. and family 
in ſuch difficulties: all compaſſion for 
his ſhare in theſe was loſt in anger, as 
well as in diſappointment, at the cruel 
certainty (for her huſband aſſerted it to be 
ſuch) that Henry had entirely forfeited 
Mir. Silbourne's favour, and thereby Joſt 
„ 8 85 all chance of the brilliant fortune that 
Wh. once ſeemed within his graſp: the legacy, 
| too, 


is 
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too, which had been the cauſe of ſo mach 
exultation, and on the ſtrength of which 
ſhe had formed ſo many agreeable plans, 


had, by concurring misfortunes, dwindled 


away ; and now nothing was left but a 


precarious elaim to an eſtate, God knows 
where All theſe were mortifications ſhe | 


could ill — ny 5 


But none © hell ſo. hardly upon her as 


the neceſlity of returning to the ſolitude 


of Downton, with 'Emma yet unmarried ; 
and ſhe could not dwell on a lingle idea 


that offered conſolation, unlefs it was that 


of Chowles's attachment. IE indeed, 
ſhe could but effectuate a match between 


; hin and Emma, all yet (ſhe thought) 


might be well; but here ſhe had to con- 


tend with her daughter's averſion, and 
her huſband's indifference ; two ſuch im- 


portant obſtacles, that ſhe was at a loſs! 
to deviſe how he ſhould overcome: 
enn #5 05h 
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Emma's cogitations, reſulting from the 
ſame cauſe, were very different: while 
her gentle nature made her tenderly la- 
ment her brother's unhappy ſituation, ſhe 
could neither juſtify his conduct, nor re- 
frain from ſhuddering at the exceſſive 
violence of his paſſions; but never having 

formed very ſanguine notions of his 
ſteadineſs, ber diſappointment was the 
leſs acute. Softened, herſelf, by love, ſhe 
imagined. his loſs of Miſs Silbourne a a 
much heavier calamity than that of her 
fortune: indeed, ſhe. conſidered the dimi- 
nution of the legacy, though certainly an 
evil, yet as one that might be endured 
with great reſignation. Her concern, 
nevertheleſs, for her parents, ſufferings 
was extreme. 


— 


4 ha for the baniſhment to Downton, 
ſhe regretted it; not becauſe it would 
ſequeſter her from the gay world, of 
which ſhe had already ſeen enough, to 
| Joſe, 1 in great meaſure, a keen reliſh for its 
8 delights, 


1d 


its 
ats, 
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delights, always ſuperior in fancy to what 
they prove in actual enjoyment; but the 
real miſchief of this baniſhment was, that 


it would remove her far away from Lord 
Miramont, juſt at the time when ſhe 


thought ſhe had ſome chance of im- 


proving the partiality ſhe bags long ſuſ- 
0 he 10 for her. 


n as the misfortunes ſhe de- 
plored were remedileſs, and had not ori- 


ginated from any fault of her's, ſhe deter- 
mined, with her uſual good ſenſe, not to 
ſuffer her ſpirits to be ſubdued by them; 

but, rather, to exert herſelf to be of ſome 
uſe and comfort to her parents. e 
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th MRS. MOURTRAY, with a diſpoſition 
F& highly inflammable, always felt violently 
at firſt; but, except in regard to. deep- 
| rooted. prejudices ; Joy and ſorrow, hope 
0 and fear, as well as every other paſſion, 
only tranſiently glided over her mind, 


„ never finkiog beneath the ſurface. : 
„ EYE . 


Thus, after the rf 1 of her 
grief had ſubſided, her anger againſt 
Henry ceaſed: her fears of "the conſe- 
quences of the duel natufally grew faint- 
er, as ſhe daily heard leſs alarming ac- 
counts of Manders; and her vexation at 
ne rapid decreaſe of the legacy gave 
way to freſh hopes, artfully inſtilled into 
her by Chowles, of vaſt riches which ſtill 


_ awaited ther, when once the la w- ſuit 
mould be terminated. 


\ i 


5 Should | 


ww 


. 3 
Should this flattering viſion be realized, 


ſhe had no doubt that Silbourne's anger 
might be appeaſed, and his former inten- 


tions reſumed in Henry's. favour ; -and, 


what was full as material for her hap- 


pineſs, ſhe ſhould then no longer be 


obliged to bury. herſelf | and Emma at 


Downton. 
Poor Mourtray, whoſe character was 


very different, appeared ſometimes in- 
ſenſible, yet felt but too much for his 


own repoſe: ſlowly his mind received 


impreſſions ; but, when once they fixed 


on it, they ſunk « —_ and n 


Hence, though he- moſt cordially for- 


on his ſon, as he was enjoined to do by 


his religion. and tender paternal feelings, 


vet he could neither eraſe from his” me- 


mory the diſgrace be had- brought upon 
himſelf, nor the numerous cauſes he had 
given him of diflatisfa&tivn, "ay 
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. his reſerve, and ſeriouſly diſcourſe with 
4 ber on his affairs; for though her in- 
experience and ignorance of buſineſs 


tion: to be liſtened to with ſympathizing 


intereſt by a reaſonable being, is, indeed, 
9 one of the greateſt a toa dejected 


mind. 5 5 


2 3 ten days, paſſed by the Mour- 


trays in all the fluctuations of hope and 


fear reſpecting the ſtate of Manders, the 
wWbole family remained at home, refuſing 2 
My ll admittance to all company; ; for Manders 
| had an alarming relapſe after he had 
adged out of immediate danger; 
and, in conſequence of the vaſt loſs of 


8 


N deen 1 


blood 


Emma's behaviour, during this period 
of affliction, endeared her more than ever 
to her father: unaccuſtomed as he was 
to diſcharge his ſorrows into the breaſt of 
another, he would, at times, break through 


4p precluded the poſſiblity of his receiving 
4 Wil aſſiſtance from her, the tender ſenſibility - 
10 ol her diſpoſition aſſured him of conſola- 
f 0 | 


wet | 


not entirely conceal from him all the 
inconveniences which his extravagance =. 2 4 


55 
Hd 1 had "IE the dungeon bad 


not yet ventured to pronounce a decided 
opinion as to his —_— ; 


Aa. now ſpent his whole time 
in a-ſtridt ſcrutiny of his own and his 
ſon's affairs; but on an inveſtigation of 
the debts of the latter, they were found 


yet more conſiderable than he himſelf had 


3 


1 had not only 1 deeply, but 
occafionally borrowed ſmall ſums, which, 


though they had eſcaped his own me- 
- mory, were accurately remembered by 


others. Although Mourtray generoufly 


forbore to wound Henry by reproaches 


or complaints, at a time when he knew 
he was ſunk into deſpondency, he could 


had drawn upon his family, as well as | 
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After pointing out to him, in very for- 
cible language, the neceſſity of adopting 
a ſtrict ſyſtem of economy, he earneſtly 
recommended to him, to. conſult with his 
worthy friend Sydney on his future plan 
of life; promiſing his aſſiſtance, as far as 
his ability would permit, in any —_—_— 
he choſe to embrace. 


Mauriray's letters to Sydney breathed 
the warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude for 
his kindneſs to his ſon ; but, had his 
young friend been himſelf in a ſituation 
to aſſiſt him in pecuniary concerns, he 
would not have availed himſelf of his, 
generoſity ; of courſe, therefore, under 
the prefent circumſtances, he declined 
his offer. 


Henry's letters to his father 1 
written in the true ſpirit of contrition: 
he appeared to be ſenſible of his good- 
neſs; made admirable reſolutions touch- 
1 ing his future en dwelt with gra- 
titude 


titude on Sydney's friendly behaviour; 8 
promiſing to conſult with him, in regard , 
to what line of life he ſhould purſue, 
and ſhortly acquaint him with his dect- 
ſion.—His anxiety concerning the life of 
Manders continued to torment him ; | 
'though- he perſiſted in believing that 0 
through bim, by ſome indiſeretion, Sil. 
0 


bourne had obtained the information j 
- which had blaſted all his hopes of huge 9 


| Pine, | 2 8 
| # po | | : 

1 Matters were in this ſtate, when, one 

„ morning, as Mrs. and Miſs Mourtray were 

MM ſitting at breakfaſt, a clamorous noiſe Was 

15 heard in the hall; and Peter, burſting 
"ON into the parlour, declared, that the old 
Frenchwoman who lived at Lady Wil a 
mington's was below, and would not &: + | | 
d go 25 without ſeeing Miſs Mourtray.” x 
„„ ö 0 5 OR 

d- | She was, , therefore, allowed to appear. = 

h- —Her eyes were violently ſwelled, and 


% 


a- > EL D353 : ſhe 


— 8 | ö 


— 


ſhe was under ſuch extreme agitation, 


. 


malheurs had git TED 
Mrs er W no conception has -. 
the greateſt of all malheurs could relate to 
any other perſon than her ſon; therefore, 

| inſtantly, ſhe concluded Manders was - 
dead, and that Henry was carried to 
priſon ; nor did it occur to her, how un- - 
likely it was that Madame Duplin ſhould 

be the bearer of this intelligence. 


N 89. 


- 
— 


But, . out into vehement ex- 


| | - undone, ruined for ever, and the molt. 
Wil Fretched df human beings! 


"Ih The ſorrows of Madame Duplin 8 
| thr ſuſpended, while ſhe ſtared at her 


Ong 8 


clamations, ſhe declared that ſhe was 


* 


that ſhe could not at firſt ſpeak, ſo as 8 


be underſtood: all that could be gathered i 


* 1 


from her was, that the greateſt of all 


with aſtoniſhment, not in the leaſt com- 


59 


a the: cauſe of wen exttaordi- 
nary agitation. $a] 5 of e 


* — 
8 
* 


Emma, however, being accuſtomed to | 
read her mother's thoughts, eaſily deve- | 
loped it; and, having learned what had 
thus affected the Frenchwoman, at laſt 
made Mrs. Mourtray comprehend, as ſoon 
as ſhe could obtain ber attention, —that 
the greateſt of all malheurs was, the elope- 
ment of Lady Iſabella Fonteliew with: |} 
Captain Darnford ; and this event had ſo 5 
irritated Lord Wilmington, that he had | 
immediately, /ans fagons, turned Madame 
Duplin out of his houſe, and actually 
n to pay the ſalary due to ber. 


98 us miei is all —A mighty matter; in- 
| deed!” cried Mrs. Mourtray indignantly: 
* and ſo, Madame, you come blubbering 


* here, frightening me out of wy wits for 1 
£ this fooliſh ER: * LETS * i 5 i 


. „ Ds _ 
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Madame Duplin thought it a very ſe- 
rious one.—Lady Iſabella's elopement, ſhe 
ſaid, was a ſad thing; and it was much 
to be lamented, that ſo fine a young lady 
ſhould fling (herſelf away on a Toute: 
« Mats enfin# added _— e that is ner 
affair.” 


* 


Madame Duplin now recounted her 
own misfortunes.—To be accuſed of con- 
niving at Lady Bell's flight; then diſgrace- 
fully diſmiſſed from .a. family ſhe had ſo 
long and faithfully ſerved ;—to be ſent 
wandering into the wide world, without 
knowing whither to turn herſelf ; were, 
the ſaid, monſtrous wrongs ; and ſhe re- 
| ſolved to have the comfort, at #eaſt,. of 
complaining to Miſs Mourtray, who knew 
ſs anjuſtce of the Earl's ncoulation. 


N ow, though Mrs. Mourtray had no 
diſlike at any time to enumerate all her 
own | grievances, ſhe had an inſurmount- 


| able 


BY prevent it. — That, for her part, ſhe thought 


61 N 
able diſlike to hear thoſe of others; and 
nothing could be leſs intereſting to her 
than Madame Duplin, her young lady, 


or, indeed, the whole houſe of Fonte- 
lieu. 


— 


5 =. 
She therefore drily obſerved, that if 
Lady Bell's marriage with Captain Darn- 
ford was conſidered as ſuch a misfortune, 
| better care ought to have been taken to 
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the Captain would have little cauſe to 
be elated by it; for that his wife, Who 
had no fortune at preſent, had a diſpoſition 
to ſpend millions ;—and that as to Ma- 
dame herſelf, ſne would find people enough 
willing to take her into their families, be- 
cauſe ſhe had the good luck to be born 
in F rance, | 


XR Duplin bowed; a ſa s 
: ſelf-conſequence p on her b 
face. 
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But Mrs. Mourtray was not in the 
humour to let her enjoy this ſuppoſed 
compliment; fo ſhe added, © if you were, 
Madame, an induſtrious Engliſh woman, 
and had every virtue and talent under 
the ſun, you would probably ſtarve ; how- 
ever innocent you might be of any par- 
ticipation, in this affair of the elopement ; 5. 
for it would certainly leave a ſlur upon 
your character, at leaſt on the ſcore of 
diſcretion :—but being, as I before ſaid, 
a Frenchwoman, who, whether Zood or 
bad, muſt find fayour here, you are ſure 
of ing, wel. Mw 2 
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"FIR Dake now made a wry face, ; 
and retired; haſtening to the houſes of 
thoſe of Lady Wilmington's acquaintance, 


whoſe curioſity ſhe knew was on the 
ſtretch to learn all the particulars. of 


could only: give a _ imperfect account.” 
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Lady Bell's flight: of this, however, ſhe 


682 
The preceding night, Lady Bell, it 
ſeems, declined attending her mother to 
an aſſembly, and, pleading indiſpoſition, 
went: egrly::to; bed. Madame Duplin, | 
who ſlept in a cloſet within her chamber, 
declared ſhe never heard her. ſtir; which 
was eaſily credited, as ſhe was a fat, groſs 


woman, likely to ſleep found, and more- 
over "oy deaf. | 


But ſhe imagined, that as ſoon as the 
| houſe was quiet, her young lady ſoftly. 
aroſe, and contrived to creep down ſtairs 

unheard.—The porter was ſtrongly: ſuſ- 
pected of having opened the hall door, 

as it was judged impoſlible for her to 

have managed unbolting and unchaining | 
: it herſelf; and, as he lay cloſe to the hall, 
he muſt have heard this operation, if he 
| did not himſelf. perform it. Of courſe, - 
though, as well as Madame Duplin, he 
| proteſted his innocence, he was 2 . 
* ce ik Bog Es 


oy 
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The watchman, finding the door ajar . 
about four o'clock in the morning, alarmed 
the family, —Lord Wilmington was the _ 
firſt to ſuſpe& what had happened, and 
with great haſte repaired himſelf to Lady 
Bell's chamber, which he found empty, 
and her governeſs ſnoring 1 in bed, uncon- 
ſcious of her abſence. 
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1 now Aiſpmched different 
ways in ſearch of the fugitive. Lord 
Wilmington, half frantic with rage, walked 
to Darnford's lodgings, which he found 
ſhut up, apparently uninhabited. —All | 
the intelligence that -was gained' in the 

' courſe of the ſervants enquiries, was, that 
a chaiſe and four had been ſeen driving 

dat a furious rate, near Groſvenor Square, 

about two o'clock; and ſo much time 

having ſince elapſed, Lord Wilmington 
almoſt-deſpaired that thoſe he ſent on the 
North road after his daughter would be. 
able to dyertake her: and he was in the 
8 for ay never 3 
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Lady Wilmington, though leſs furious 


than her Lord, was extremely hurt, as 
well as offended, with her imprudent 


daughter s conduct; for which Lady Bell, 
in a note ſhe left on her mother's writing- 


table, did not deign to apologize: after 
fſaying that ſhe was on the point of putting 
herſelf under the protection of Captain 


Darnford, ſhe added a hope, that ſhe and 
her father would not refuſe their pardon 


far this ſtep, which ſhe had Judged efſen- 


tial to her happineſs. 


| Although Mrs. Mouton had been 


little inclined to talk of this event with 


Madame Duplin, it furniſhed her not only 


with converſation for the reſt of the day, 


but likewiſe with a vaſt field for ooñeo· | 


ture as to its conſequences. : "iy 


But it ſincerely pained Emma, who, 
though ſhe blamed, could not help loving . 


Lady Bell more than ſhe deſerved ; for 
| ſhe did not forget, that ſhe had been her 


firſt, 
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| poled to be codec out of Canifer 
Mrs. Mourtray again opened her houſe 
to her friends, and Obowles, who had: 5 
moſt reluctantly ſubmitted to be thus long 
excluded from the fight of Emma, now 
renewed his inceſſant viſits and perſecu- 
tions, in deſpite of the chilling reception 
he received from her. | 1 
e was no moment in Which Mrs. | 
Mourtray would not have rejoiced in his 
company, but his unfeeling diſpoſition 
had too much diſguſted her huſband, for 
him to permit any exception to be made 
in his favour, ny the late period of _- 
3 his n e e 
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As. Lady Wilmington had honoured 
Mrs. Mourtray with a morning call at her 
door, when ſhe heard of the cruel uneaſi- 
| neſs Henry had occaſioned, the Mour- 
trays returned the compliment, by wait- 

ing upon her ſoon after Lady Bell's trip 
to Scotland. They were not admitted ; 
but the next day Emma received a nofe 
from her Ladyſhip, defiring ſhe would: 
come and dine with her; adding, ſhe: 
$4.48 ſhould be quite alone, as Lord Wilming- 
112 ton and Lady Elizabeth were gone to 
wy. Emma, therefore, had no objection to ac- 
. cept her invitation, and the leſs, becauſe 
TH ſhe ſhould not probably have another op- 
pe- ortunity of waiting upon her; it being 
1 decided by her father, whether his houſe 
at Downton were ready or not, that the 
WY moment he had finiſhed ſettling Henry's 
affairs, the family ſhould return thither, 
1 and ſhift as well as they could. MN 


He 


2 
> 
ws * 1 
4 fan \ 
8 7 5 4 ? 
2 N . A [1 
VE , IG 
„ 8 * 
Wh 58 * 9 3 «x 
P Far 1 
* S- y & 
= K 4 ” 


| '69 


H 


He now only waited to conclude his 


buſineſs, till his lawyer had thoroughly 


inveſtigated what appeared an uſurious 


demand of one of his ſon's creditors, to 
ſummon him to town. He was yet igno- | 
rant what profeſſion he might chooſe, for, 


hitherto, Henry had come to no deeiſion 
on the ſubject. Mourtray, therefore, 
preſſed urgently for this, as he neither 


wiſhed him to leave the country till that | 


point was decided, nor till he had paid 
the whole of his debts. . 

Lady Wilmington fecal Ein with 
infinitely more cordiality than was her 
uſual cuſtom. The chagrin occaſioned 


by her daughter's folly, had ſeriouſly af- 
fected her health, and her proud c : 


tion ſeemed ſoftened by grief. 


| She coal with ſome arne of i in- 
tereſt, after her parents, whoſe ſufferings, 


as ſuch, her own had taught her to com- 
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miſerate; and ſhe requeſted to hear he 
of Henry 8 unhappy ſry. . 


As great art af it was already too well 
known in the world, Emma, when ſhe 
related it, did not attempt to diſguiſe 
facts; but ſhe omitted thoſe circum- 

ſtances which the Counteſs might not 


| have heard. 


LT ag Ah! my wretched daughter,” ſaid 
Lady Wilmington, when Emma ceaſed - 
ſpeaking, © and your brother, reſemble 
each other greatly in character. Both are 
wild and volatile; vain, inconſiderate, 
| and extravagant; caring little for others, | 
and feeling only for themſelves.---Henry 
Mourtray, however, may -retrieve his 
character, which (excuſe my ſaying) he 
has ſomewhat diſgraced by leaving the 
army at this time: but, ſhould he repent 
of his errors, and reform his conduct, he | 
may again be a comfort to his family; 
and ** he has loſt, by his own fault, 
Eb» . | a very 


oy 
* 


Tn 
a very advantageous eſtabliſhment, yet, as 
he is a handſome youth, ſome other Mj/5 
of fortune may take a fancy to him, and, 


Peril he may math e well. 


; cc Far est! Is the 3 with Bell — 
Born and educated to fill a diſtinguiſhed 


place in the world, ſhe has, irreparably, 


diſgraced one of the firſt families in the 
kingdom; deſtroyed my peace; diſap- 
pointed all her father's views for her own 
as well as his advantage ; and, probably, 
injured Elizabeth moſt eſſentially; for 


when one girl commits any notorious 


folly, the good-natured world readily be- | 


heves her ſiſter inclined to do the ſame.— 


To conclude; all theſe evils Bell has 


brought upon herſelf and others,—to 


throw herſelf, moſt indelicately, into the . 
arms of a gameſter, a profligate, a man 
of no birth, who has n "but his 


ſword to N upon!“ 
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Emma wiſhed extremely to ſay ſome- 
thing to ſoften Lady Wilmington's diſ- 
pleaſure ; but her countenance, which at 
firſt appeared mild and languid, had now 
reſumed its native haughtineſs, and her 
eyes flaſhed with indignant fire, while ſhe 
enumerated her cauſes of complaint 
againſt her daughter. 


HEE. * 


„ Fend e as much as ſhe dared, 
_ gently felt her way, but ſhe could not get 
on; for Lady Wilmington, holding up 
her finger, ſaid, ſternly, . Not one word 
will I hear, Miſs Mourtray, in her favour ; 
no: l neither can, nor will, ſhew her any 
andulgence, for ſhe deſerves none: eſpe- 
_ cially while her ſiſter is unmarried; who, 
- poſſibly, might take it into her head to 
act as wrong, if * ſaw I could ſo er 
A 5 3 1 
| now, could | only wiſh that 157 


: Elizabeth was welk married, foreſeeing, 
| | from 


„ 
7 
from. this ſpeech, that Lady Wilmington 


would then ceaſe to be ing parade. RP pet 
ata 4 ſhort flence, ſhe was agrecably 
Fee to hear the Counteſs acknow- 
edge herſelf greatly obliged to her, far 
_ the pains ſhe had taken to diſſuade Lady 

Bell from marrying Darnford. „This 1 
diſcovered,” ſaid ſhe, on looking over 


4, her papers: amongſt theſe, there was a 
_ rough copy of a letter to that odious man, 
n in which ſhe mentions, with aſperity, the 
10 arguments you had uſed to detach her | 
TT from him; promiſing, however, not to 
ny - attend to your abſurd. prudence —Would : 
ze: to God Bell had liſtened to your excellent | 
advice; and that her principles had been 


like Boe ap How much miſery, , then, i 
˖ have < red. herfel, and ee ol 
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more fo, as ſhe vas not apt tc to be liberal 
in Ing them. ©] 93895 dc Elag 


As the Counteſs was a Tidioſed, the 

did not leave her dreſſing- room, wher 

the cloth was. laid for dinner; 3 and, juſt as 
it was bringing upon the table, Lord 

- Miramont, very "unexpettedly, arrived. . 
„I came, Madam,“ ſaid he, * to- have 
the pleaſure of dining &te-a-/fte with you; 

but II ſee you have provigect yourſelf with 
very agreeable company:“ and advancing 
to Emma, he aſked a thouſand queſtions 
about her health, and that of her family; 
lamenting, with warmth, the length of 
time which had Aren bnce | he * Had 


Wen a 55 | oy” UN 


31 


\ 


ed vlitfing: and | eotfuſed, _—_ 
' ſcarcely articulate, when ſhe attempted 
to anſwer him; her ſpirits were in ſuch 
>" flutter, that ſhe haſtened to take her 
oy: at the table, and to ſwallow, as faſt 


„ 


as PRE could, the * * was: placed 
before her. 5 


4 58 » 37 # 4 
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« Prag Madam?” 625 FAS Mt 


to his aunt, have you obſeryed how 
much I am reformed, and how exactly "Ip 


hit your dinner hour? You u ſeg. Lam n 
bee all W pundtuality.” 7 . | 


1 | Fe a 


ce. This 3 18 ne very new.“ an- 


ſwered Lady Wilmington, laughing, and 


muſt proceed from ſome extraordinary 
motive. I do not, however, recollea 


. having told you, when you called this 
morning, that Miſs Mourtray was to dine 


with me; I am, therefore, at- a loſs to 


account, after having negleQed me i 


ſome time, how you came ſuddenly to. be 


ſeized with ſuch a e fit of affec : | * 


tion towards me.“ 7 


Leeds ee e and 28 


tempted to juſtify himſelf from the accu» | 


lation of having r his aunt, whom 
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he declared was not only inexpreſfibiß 
dear to him; but whoſe ſociety he Bed 
PR all 8 1 | 

8 This was 8 one r the © Pleite days 
Emma fad ever paſſed, Lady Wilming- 
ton, though unwell, and rather out of 

ſpirits, after à little white; when ſhe 

became cordial with her nephew, got 

into high good humour; and Lord Mira- 

mont was ſo extremely agreeable, and-at- 

tentive in his behaviour to Emma, that 
the was more chan ever e win 
him. 1 0 e 


— 


* 


After coffee, the Counteſs phate 
of thehead-ache, but ſhe would not ſtiffer 

her gueſts to leave her; ſhe only begged 
they would permit her to lie down on 
her chaiſe longue.— To avoid diſturbing 
ber, they took their ſeats in a window 
opening into a balcony filled with plants 
and ffowers, where they converted n A 
tow voice together. 5 e 

3 E 27 „ 


.4 


. 
Emma, who had not ventured; to aſk 
Js Wilmington what had become of 


Lady Bell fince her marriage, now. leatg- 
ed, from Lord Miramont, that ſhe and 


ber huſband went immediately afterwards _ 
to Scarborough; and that it eee 


1 „ 
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t Emma ſaid, the apprehended ſhe woah 
u have but too much cauſe to lament her 


indiſcretion; in which op mien Lortl 
Miramont joined; aſſuring Emma, that 
he would neglect nothing to bring about 
a reconciliation between Lord and Lady 
Wilmington and his couſin: . Though 
J have little hopes,“ continued he, of 
| ſucceeding with the former, who is alto- 
gether as harſh to the frailties of others 
as he is indulgent to his own. Beſides, | 
I am rather upon cool terms with him, of 

KN which my aunt is ignorant, and I could 


. % 3 
not tell her this, as I knew it would vex 
her; but that is the reaſon why I dave, 
of ater been CAE, is 


4 
” * 


ber 2 g arty aroifon the country, 

1 ſue fancied he ſtarted; and, from that 

- Inſtant, he became grave; and occationally | 
a.” | 


g 1 1 ae 2 PRC of 1 moments, he 
_ | 1 * Going into the country l 
1 * "going where * ſhall; never ſee _ * 

„ Ah!” thought Dining. bs: chat i is Your 
; 155 but the Sid. oy 
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Ly Why leave 1 n dear Miſs Mour- 


tray?“ cried he, earneſtly ; © why leave 
a/place that you are formed to adorn?” 
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W To ated my parents, he anfered ; + FH 
« and ſo inſignificant-an objec as s myſelf * 
can never be miſſed. any where. 


9 « inagnitthot 1 exclaimed wt — —— 60, ( 

| ſo lovely, ſo good; and, who 5 

ſo much adrpired, as Miſe Mou „ ; 

y Yn ny FI P ö 

5 At that a Lady | WI 
1 (rather mal Q propos in the opinion ot 
| Emma) defired him to ring the bell; and, 
tea being brought, no further e 
1 tion paſſed between the two young peo- 


— ple; yet he had ſaid enough to infuſe 
| into her mind a more ſanguine belief of 
bis attachment than ſhe had ever yet in- 


ur dulged; for his eyes, and the accent of 

#; his voice, expreſſed. what bis lips, for ſome © 
. cauſe ſhe could not penetrate, ſeemed to "TY N 
ur- heſitate to . „ 1 
we "8 FE N 

be It * was late i in the evening - befor the 


Counteſs would part with her; nor did | 
n Load: Miramont refffe till he had con- 
To „„ * : M4 


50 


3 ducted ber to Mrs. Mouttray's 8 esa, 
when he gently . Her hand, 4 
bade ha a 1 


2 


Blut it was not define wat Emma 
| ſhould long, undiſturbed, enjoy her pre- 
delicious ſenfafions ; for che firſt 
news ſhe heard, when ſhe got home, was, 
that her mother had been in fits; Having 
juft heard ſome unpleafant LT 
2 brother, „ e 
C My God! * cried "Wd; fa — 
e what can have happened now and 
then ſhe aſked nee her Re 1 


« La, Ma- am, he? s gone out with Squire 
Sydney,” anſwered Peter. 9k 
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cc With Mr. Sydney !- "_ exclaimed 
Emnia, going up ſtairs to ſee her mother; 
but Peter ſtopped her, faying, that his 
Lady had fallen into a ſlumber; and that 


Mrs. Jay ( (her mai) defiret as how ſhe 
| 3 would. 


— 


i 


4 
4 4 
5 * * 1 
* " : 2 


would. not $9: vp, for fear of oni 
her miſtreſs, | #31 454420 


1 Piece of work happened? uf 5 


* well 2 tbe 117 kept is 

| waiting, being then too agreeablyengageg 
to think of time; but now ſhe enquired 
Ag Sia happened, e oft 40g af 


SS 


1 * 


n 
1 


4 1 lf N won t be cies Ma'a am, ” Bia | 

# Peter, looking very ruefully, cc you ſhall 
hear the Whole ſtory Mr. Chowles y. 
above, playing at gammon with miſtre 1. 6 


and maſter was out. Wie Boes. the 
5 door: up runs I, thinking 'twas maſter, 
but twas Squire Sydney; and fo he AXES 5 
at . vexed | 
os m”_ maſter, and ſeemed deſperate "hep ; 
Je” 4g? 4 | | \ E 5 | 
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about him, or that I've been here; ; and, 5 
Jjuſt then, w 


82 
| that 34 was abroad; and ſo then he axes 


after the Captain, if he'd been home, 


and ſuch like, Lord bleſs me] I cou d 
tell no more about him than the child un- 


; dor n! S0 then, ſays he, 1 muſt go and 
look for him: I cannot think where he 


; but fay nothing to your Lady 


o thou'd come but maſter” 
ſo, after they had talked together a bit, 
out they both went : then the bell begun 


ring, ring; and up I went, and fo miſtreſs 


wou'd know who'd been in the houſe; 


: and I told a fib or two ; bur, ſomehow, 
| the got the whole out of me, for I had no 


thought of miſchief; and there ſhe begins 
erying and ſcreaming, and making ſuch | 


à to do, I thought, verily, 1 ſhoud have 
| You — 7 and 60 nen 


8. Wel, well; that 18 aeg. wh RES 


Emma: 4 you ſhould not have told my 


mother what Mr: Sydney bade vou not 


” Sk 


| tell,” | yy 4 CES x 4 14 19118 
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but her account of her mother's quiet r. re- 


« and; rath boy will certainly be my 
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the now. went ſoftly to her mother's 
"ailing door ; and having liſtened ſome 
time, without hearing the leaſt noiſe, ſhe 
hoped ſhe was afleep; ant 
the drawing - ro m, 1 * 
father, juſt come home: his pallid cheeks 4 
denbted th perturbation of his mind; 8 . 


ny abet dae him.” 


ee full of: anxiety, mas enquired : 
he cauſe of this freſh alarm en - 
2 170 rh x 


7 2 


woe = 


«, My PN ith 5 3 a 


death O forgive him for it! —uſt © 
as J had arranged his affairs, and ſaw 
ſome little proſpect of tranq illity, after ſo | 
much ſorrow and trouble, 1 learn that he | 
is gone off for gh peepoſe.i is ire 8 
n to conceive.” A 04; © oral 5 


WW - 


* Is it poſſible,” cried Emma, © that 
ic ſhould thus vex _— beſt of fathers, 
| „ Who had been . 

"uy ly; el 


and fly from A 4 Fon | 
kind e, „ 


never Aer about! Tone td Nome 
darted into his brain, and inſtantiy he 
determined to put it into executibh. N 
ſeems, after appearing tolerably quiet and 
compoſed for ſome” days, and diſcuffing . 
frequently, with Sydney, different plans 
for his future way of life, they retired to 
their reſpective chambers, on Sunday 
night! ; early on the following morning 


Sydney Was obliged to go on ſome' buſi- 


neſs to „ fourteen miles from his 
Kabir, And ne left (as he thought) 
Henry faſt alleep in bed; but, on his 
retürn in the evening, to his great 
aſtoniſtment, he learned that Henty had 


never been ſeen the whole day; and that 


it was plain he had not been in bed the 
* night, You may imagine how- 
8 - much 
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much poor Sydney was chagrined, and, 
no doubt, provoked, at being thus duped 
by this Gngrateful-boy'yovbo, when he 
bade him good night, on Sunday, ſhook 
him cordially by the Rand, aſking wrhe- 
ther he ſhould 2 the mt hey to 
dinner? WI N05 2 I bon 3 ain 
 Ap8399+a92v9!s In SS ys; bee Daus 
et sydney anſwered, 5 0 ad eseids | 
ould not get back intime hich, 
ſuppoſe, ſuited Henry's-views'extremely. 
Sydney then ſet out, endeavouring to diſ- 
cover which way he was gone, but to no 
purpoſe, for he could not trace him; and 
now he is come to ton, having, as he 
ſaid, ſome hopes that Henry might have 
let me into his plans; l am courſe, 
= v d ayes MI Nee 
101 or rod niiog ene 10 _ 
1 68? 481 had and ee that - 
Shows was returned. to Harley Street, 5 
"Sydney, aſter he had told me this pret 


ſtory, propoſed that we ſhould * thithay, W. | 
W and enquire whether Henry ad mad 
ach Fog," ny 


Bo 
a” 


_ any attempt to ſee Miſs. Silbourne ; but ; 
we could hear nothing of him, and the 
e pn foguit mme farY orkibire. 
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« That idea Wan ts: me,“ "aig 
ename « but Manders is ſafe in his 
father's houſe, going ſhortly to Briſtol for 

7 — of his health: in ſhort, my 
dear Emma, it is in vain to reaſon on the 
* * pRions of a man „he has! no. reaſon, and, 


1 S0 Had Honth difdppenred inthe morning, 
{ I might have ſuppoſed that he had, in his 
1 walks, been arreſted for debt; but as be 
| | j and Sydney parted at eleven o'clock at 
1 night, and that he did not go to bed, 
1 it is certain that he ſallied forth at 
N e We: n ark he took ne with 
4408 gd 2110 

$191 40 «. Surly,” glad: 8 1 be is not 
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fathen s neck; and, whilſthe fondly preſſed 


the ſorrows that Preyed ee + MI 


mand ſhe had over her paſſions, it may 
eaſily be conceived what the faid and 
did on this occaſion: ſhe wanted to write 


8 1 5 Mourtray,” 9 
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10 Temomow ve muſt try to pacify 
and comfort your poor mother; and now 
let us retire to reſt, my love, and humbly + 
implore the- Almighty to calm our trou- 
bled minds, and guard this unhappy - 
wanderer from committing fome — 
a that hoy ruin him for ent AW ih 
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Emme, bathed. in n Kong! upon 5 | 
her to his boſom, he forget, for a Wee | 


711 7 


. next morning, wh Adama 5 
being much reſtored by ſleep, ſne learned 
the particulars of her ſon's flight; and, 
after all that has been related of her fond- 
neſs for hirh, as well as of the little com- ; 


both to Manders and Silbourne, to con- 
jure them to tell her if they could a 
count for Henry 8 diſappearance ; ; bur 
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diftated: by ber fath 
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t LARGE packet, ſiom Ant gue 
which Mourtray found on- dis bös the 
had not the courage to dpen til} the fol- 
lowing morning: nothing could de leſs: 
agreeable tham the contents his ugent, 
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to his great amazement, had rot reeived 
the remittance ; he had font, througts }. 
Ne werke mann this buſs4 


had = not | regloted . oy ae! 
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The account of. Us Holeofite Was this: 


moſt unpromiſing poſſible : in ſhort, ; 
every thing relative to the eſtate was 


painted, by a "NE Wi hay > oy 
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of the firſt reſpectability in the illand; ; 
who, by his late coufin's papers, appeared 


to have lived with him in habits of 


friendſhip. This Gentleman informed him, 
that the pending ' ſuit: ſeemed likely to 
end in his disfayour, entirely owing to 


the fault of his agent, whom he infinuated 
tobe a very worthleſs fellow; be, there- 
ed him to come over 


himſelf, without delay; aſſuring bim that, 
by a little perſonal exertion, and tak in 8 


meaſures which he would take the liberty 
to recommend, he had no doubt of 
ſpeedily having the pleaſure of ſeeing: 
him in poſſeſſion of the eſtate; which, by 
every principle of _— he conſidered. 
as his eee 8 00 1 1 


— wo j 


The very n date wof tags 


. affairs; in Antigua, called loudly upon 
him to decide, directly, on ſome meaſure 
to diſentangle them; and to prevent 
bis agent from further; impoveriſhing 
him, by drawing bills that he could 


not 


> enable him to render the favourite ſeat 
of his anceſtors comfortable: perhaps, 
however, it might have been better, had 
he never poſſeſſed the means of improving | 
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not pay,” v without the mmoſt incon- 
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| venience. SA ene 
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The liderality od of his on bad; tvs; 


it; for this unfortunate legacy had given 


birth to ſome idle projects of his own, 
which he had been in too much haſte to 
effectuate: it had filled his wife with no- 
tions that ſhe never, but for this, would 


have entertained of the neceſſity of living 
in a certain ſtyle in the world; and cer- 


tainly it had been one of the principal 
cauſes of his ſon's ruin; who, had it not 


been for this, could neither have obtz 
credit to ſupport his extravagance, nor 


have dared to ge into it. mY 4:77 #4 


An 


Mourtray 8 firſt idea; diQated by 8 | 
| hats was to renounce: all claim to the : 
Eſtate” in queſtion ; and retiring wang his 
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—_ | _ 
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9. 

family fo. Downton, there. to end bi 
days in obſcurity ; but maturer zee 
made him heſitate in adopting this plan: 
it ſeemed a fort of ingrutitude to the 
memory of his couſin, thus petulantiy to 
relinquiſh: the hounty he had beſtowed, 
and Which undoubtedly was meant not 
merely for his om bat ee the 
eee =f mn bitt 40} 1 
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= Wong OY Secb ntrie 26 Was Ln 
een „NMourttay's heart reminded him, 
hat ſtill he qavas his ſon: lat bade him 
| hope n time would: yet come when this 
fon,” ceaſing to be an alien from; his 
family, might become a worthy member 
* — a _ the comfort of his 85 
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a But if a not: to Sogle(; bis 
intereſt, ſtill leſs ought he to neglect that 
of the amiable, the dutiful Emma; for 
whom mo other provifion had been made 
than five thouſand pounds after her mo- 
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ther's deceafe: [iv ides f being enabled 
hereafter to reward her merit, decided: 
his fluctuating opinions; and he felt, ſuen 
a motive would invigorate thoſe: exertiens 
chat he nor Ae ir was his 
duty to make. aun A 


" 8 


He Aran; ebe in n dme f fo 


the taſk of announcing” to bis family, 
eſpeciatty to his wife, the reſolution he 


had taken of going immediately to An- 


tigua, to undertake himſelf the manage - 


ment of his affairs, and never to return 


to Englamd till he had ger e them ue 


Io avoid Vibe Spas be ap 


to encounter from Mrs. Mourtray, he 
ſecretly made Bis arrangements and pre- 
parations for his voyage with alf poſſible 


diſpateh: his lawyer (who was Ike wiſe 
his * confidential fiend) being the only 
perſort to hui he . his 
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Every thing being ready for his depar - 
. ture, he was on the point of making the 
dreaded diſcloſure to his family, when he 
received a letter from Henry, without. 
either date or. poſt-mark; and as, this, 
though extremely unpleafant .; in general 
as to its contents, relieved him, however, 
- from. all apprehenſions concerning | his 
ſafety, he determined to keep it in re- 
ſerve, as likely to afford his wife ſome 
degree of conſolation for the Wexatious 
news he had to impart. Tf ö 211g 
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With * d e * at. 
ing his reaſons for the meaſure, he broke 
it to her. But no language n deſcribe 
her aſtoniſhment, or the variety of her 
emotions: ſhe burſt into a violent paſſion 
of tears; accuſed him of monſtrous cruelty; 
bditterly complained that every body de- 
ſerted her; and at length, finding him 
i - callous to her reproaches, ſhe. changed 
I ber battery, and had len 6 to Prajers 

and entreaties. | 


Theſe 


would amp 
ration, as well as for the privation of ſome 
indulgencies, which he could at preſent 
no longer afford to grant; and then, when 


1 loſe Mourtray v was leſs able to with- 


stand; yet, being thoroughly convinced 


of the propriety of his reſolution, he re- 


mained inflexible: he therefore contented 
himſelf with gently: ſoothing her, and 
holding out to her view the hopes he had 


of returning poſſeſſed of ſuch affluence as 
y compenſate for a ſniort fepa- 


ſhe appeared ſome what pacified by this 


proſpett of future happineſs, and was 


become tolerably calm, en oder the 


a letter from n un 
C. ei RN 9 14 175 5 
My ant Mn... | 


I ͤam almoſt 3 3 = 
whithiey to remain ſilent, or to write; but, | 
as I apprehend. my. diſappearance. may 


occaſion you and my mother more alarm 


and uneaſineſs than, perhaps, I deſerve 
to have felt for me, I take the ae, . 
e my with a few lines. 
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„ Vou weill naturally expe that I 
ſhould account for the extraordinary ftep 
I. have * that is ini poſſible, add 


an d can ſay is, that. doglare my Gepr. 
ture fromm the farm, was not a pgemedꝭ- 


tated ſcheme,” but in ounfequence of a 
ſudden thought that dartad into my head, 
when I found Sydney's intended aeg | 


Dams n bene ee et, ue 


15 u fi 1 5 


* „Two dbjedds, of — 
0 e ee very exiſtence), I had at 
that time in view: in one of theſe I have, 


7 unfortunately, | been difappointed'y and 


ſhould I. be equally unſucceſsful in the 


other, you ſhall never fear mote of an 


unhappy fon, who has been the wretched 
eauſe of afiftion' toitheibeft of fathers 
A, ſomething, however, in my bieaſt, 
whiſpers me, that" I. hall, ſome future 
day, dare to meet your eye without-bluſh- 
ing, and that my conduit will entitle me 
to receiye the — bleſſing ud 


＋ 


r 5 : 


the approbation of my dear parents; for 
whoſe happineſs, as well as that of my 
ſiſter 5, I ſhall ever Pray. 


1 haves written a line to Sydney, to 
whoſe kind friendſhip I think myſelf 
highly indebted. Let my mother have 
no anxiety about my health; I am well, 
but doubt whether ever again I ſhall feel 
happy. However, I will try, at leaſt, 
to be reconciled to myſelf; in the mean 
while, ſuffer me to hope that you will 


| ſometimes think with Land and n 
gence on, | 
1 „ Your aſeAionate, autiful, = Y 


_— * HENRY MOURTRAY.” * 


This loter produced the effect Mour- { 
tain that her 7355 was * and pi 3 1 
eaſily perſuaded herſelf, that, without | 
money or reſources, he would ſoon, be 

tired of purſuing | whatever wild ſcheme, - S. 

Vol. III. hs 1 „ 
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he had embraced, and be glad to throw 
himſelf into the arms of his family: nor 
did Mourtray differ much with her in 
n on this Point. ä 
Henry's | intentions, however, were 
couched in terms too obſcure to be fa- 
| thomed by either; nor did his letter to 
Sydney contain any expreſſion that could 
ſerve to elucidate them. It conſiſted 
merely of apologies for his abrupt depar- 
ture—acknowledgments of gratitude for 
bis kindneſs—and good wiſhes for his 
youth and er 5 
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| aden the A he_had received 
this letter, haſtened with it to Mourtray, 
who deſired he would wait till the fol- 
| lowing day, before he mentioned it to his 
wife or daughter, for reaſons that he 
would hereafter er „„ 
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No 0 ſinner had Mourtray got over the 
| abovementioned unpleaſant ſcene with 
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his wife, than he ſent for Emma, to make 
the ſame diſcloſure to her: but her beha - 
viour was very different from her mo- 

ther's.— To loſe the ſociety of her beloved 
father, was the ſevereſt blow ſhe could a 

receive; and her exquiſite ſenſibility made) 
her feel it moſt poignantly; but, haying; 
long obſerved the ſtate of extreme dejec- 
tion into which he had gradually ſunk, 
ſhe ſaw, immediately, that ſhe ought not 


to deplore any circumſtance. that would 


rouſe him from it; and whether his.exery - 
tions, were or were not ſucceſsful, ſhe 


knew that he would conſole bimſelf, 


whatever might be the event, when he 
was conſcious he had done his duty by 
his an 3 . $4 „e alta as. 
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xt 77 


1 5 giving way. to. unavailing 
grief, ſne haſtened to aſſure her father, 


that the whole ſtudy of her life, d luring! his, 


33 4 4 


abſence, ſhould be to pleaſe and Com- 
fort her mother. A iv] 2 5 4 fp mane 
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He einbinced her tenderly, and then 
both went to join Mrs. Mourtray, whom, 
to their great aſtoniſhment, they found 
juſt as compoſed as if nothing had hap- 
pened to diſturb her. The cauſe of this 
ſudden change they forbore to enquire, 
nor did ſhe communicate it, meaning, for 


the preſent, to keep it a 1 en ſecret Z 
in x her own breaſt. WO | 
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The fact was, ne had hit on a Avoine, 
whence ſhe promifed to herſelf infinite | 
_ conſolation; and while her huſband and 
danghter had been holding their con- 
ference, ſhe had diſpatched a note to 
Chowles, requeſting to ſee him as ſpeedily 
as poſſible. She had received an anſwer, 
in which he promiſed to obey her com- 
mands early in the evening; and the 
thoughts of this interview occaſioned the 


ungut y tt that amared her family. 


a that Jag ec in Wimp ole 


Street: an unuſual ſadneſs hung on 10 
. \ e . brow, 
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TR hich all the family i ; 
even before he had heard: of Mourtray? 8 
intended departure, —a circumſtance not 
likely to clear it, as he loved and reſpected 


him full as much as if he * Anu 
his father. 


"Qs their nctning his Asen the 


. Ca, he had juſt received very diſagree- 


able intelligence relative to the declining 
ſtate of his mother's health: 1 mean, 
ſaid he, „ 10 go, with all poſſible expedi- 
tion, to F lorence. Early to:morrow-morn- 
ing I ſet out; but whatever haſte'I make, 
I gram apprehend aeg too late. 


1 Mourtray, who held Lady Clan- 
narmon's character in the utmoſt con- 
tempt, and who could not conceive that 
her death could even by her own ſon, be 
conſidered as a misfortune, eſpecially as 
he would gain by it a title and an eſtate, 
coolly obſerved, that were the in his 
Place, ſhe ſhould heſitate to undertake a 


F 3 „ long 


. 10² 
long; journey in ſuch very warm weather, 
— to no purpoſe. 

315 The wifling inconvenience you men- 
ores. ſaid Sydney, with ſome 
diſpleaſure, „ is unworthy of a thought: 
could I but hope to arrive in time to 
afford the flighteſt conſolation to a dying 
parent—good God | how amply ſhould I 
be rewarded for any pain or trouble that 
7. 7 could. poſBiblyCutfer?® . al 


e All this n be W be well, re- | 
pued Mrs. Mourtray, © if Lady Clan- 
narmon ne and tenderly to you; 
ae. e 


— 


W on this fubjeRt, Lend * 
dam,” interrupted Sydney with warmth ; 
and you would oblige me by recollect- 
ing, that 1 have often . you 1 have 
no cauſe to complain of my mother.— 

£ But 921 K 0 r 4s fee, Wor: is not 
CCC merely 


KS. 


merely on my own account, Tai 1 have a 
more ee objekt in in view.“ 


— 


| He did. not explain v 8 this was, but i 
| Mourtray, who knew. his generous ſolici- f 
tude relative to his brother, eaſily gueſſed 
it was to make another effort in his favour 


with Lady Clannarmon. 


* 


Sydney heard, with Crank concern, that 


5 Mourtray was going to be ſeparated from 


his family, being ſenſible how much his 


amiable daughter, to whom he was de- 
ſervedly ſo very dear, would feel his Joſs. 
He thought himſelf fortunate; after having 
taken leave of the reſt of the family, that 


he had, before his departure, an oppor- 


tunity of ſpeaking: for a en minutes with 
Emma alone. | 


«4 


8 at firſt, was the ſubject of their 
converſation ; Sydney ſaid, that, however 


unſucceſsful he had been. hitherto in his 


reſearches, to diſcover what was become 
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of, that ill-fated young man, he would 
not be diſcouraged from perſevering in 
in them; © for,” added he, © during the 
ſhort time he was my gueſt, he warmly 
engaged my affe ctions: :— before that time, 
in my endeavours to be of uſe to him, I 


had ſolely been actuated 7 my regard 
for his family.” PIES 


W. ith the 1 engaging ſweetneſs. he 


5 tha nked him for all the trouble he had 


taken to ferve her unfortunate brother, 
and for the promiſe he had given her of 


ſtill intereſting himſelf in his fate; aſſuring 
bim, that ſhe ſhould ever gratefully re- 
member the active friendſhip he had 


ſhewn in the late diſtreſſing events; and 


lamenting, that Henry's eccentricities had 


rendered abortive all his kind exertions, 
as well as all the pains her father had * 


taken, to reſtore him to comfort, and to 
his + pens 


Sydney 


/ * 
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Hane) delicately diſclaimed having had 
any merit in the flight ſervices he had 
| rendered' her brother; « would to God! 

Miſs Mourtray,” continued he, “ it were, 

indeed, in my power to be of eſſential 

uſe to your dear father; or any part of 
his family ; for what taſk ſhould I think 
too difficult, to be repaid by you with 
one kind word one ſmile of approba- 
. VV 


/ 


« You far over-rate the value of ſach 
ſlight tokens of gratitude,” ſaid Emma, 


faintly ſmiling : © however, be aſſured, 
Mr. Sydney, my good wes and higheſt | 
N r will ever attend a TO 


A tear eliftened 3 in | Sydney" 8 eyes, « Ati 
deareſt, beloved Miſs Mourtray!“ ſaid 
he, « your efteem is moſt precious to me 
—could you bur know what paſſes in my 
heart—but, no, I muſt not—Tought not 
tviaÞis you with a detail of my wretched 


F 5 ic 5 neſs. 
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neſs. I too wel know, that for me there 
is no hope—Adieu ! then, moſt amiable 


Miſs Mourtray, I muſt fly from you ; yet 
let me have the conſolation of believing, 
if, by any chance, you ſhould ever have 
_ occaſion for any friendly office that I can 
perform, you will remember that I am 
moſt truly; moſt faithfully, devoted: to you 
for ever.“ 


And, as he finiſhed theſe words, he 


| hurried out of the room. — Emma was 


greatly affected; the innumerable good 


| qualities of Sydney,! his indefatigable pains 
in every friendly exertion, and his total 


diſregard of all that only affected himſelf, 


could not fail of ſecuring him an intereſt 


in the hearts of all who knew him; and 


had not Emma's predilection in favour 
of the Marquis, rendered her inſenſible 
to all other men, it is probable that 
Wer, s long and faithful attachment, 


which he ſo Helienzely forbore to plead, 
git 


TY 


-- 


| 107 FO 
might not have been unfortunate ; for, 
with the exception of beauty, he had 
every virtue that could gain eſteem.— To 
an excellent and highly cultivated un- 
derſtanding, he united a. thouſand agree- 
able . talents, elegant manners, and a. 


ſweetneſs of temper almoſt unequalled.. . 
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CHAP. VI. 


WHILE Sydney and Emine had been 
engaged in this farewell conference, 
Mrs. Mourtray had been cloſetted with 
Chowles, to whom ſhe diffuſely related 


all her grievances, to which he gave but 


* a cold attention ; nevertheleſs, as ſhe did 


not obſerve it, ſhe concluded with. ſaying, 

« and now, my dear fir, I aſk you as a 

friend, whom I know I can depend upbn, 
what is to be done . 


eres ſhook his N Why, real- 
ly. Ma'am,” ſaid he, “ I hardly know what 
to ſay to you; for your huſband has de- 


termined on this meaſure: without con- 


ſulting me, which if he had done, I ſhould 


have been clearly againſt it; becauſe I 
don' t think he has a turn for buſineſs, and 
ſuch like.“ „ OOTY. ws 


„ 4 * * 


om 
9 9 5 
a 
— * 
— 


Well, 


10 

0 wel, hank ſince he is reſolved to 4 
ſaid Mrs. Mourtray impatiently, © I ſee 
no method of preventing him, unleſs, in- 
deed, you —_—— pave i —_— 
fition,” very 5 
e « Lon, Matam | why he'd mind no 
more any thing I could ſay, if I was to 
talk till I was black i in' the AG mw 11 
Er Wann, 10; | 


x Then poor Las in myſelf mut 
ſubmit to be 3 mee at Down- 
ton!“ * - wg | 

« «That need; not be the 00 2 rn 
tell you fairly, without mincing matters, 
_ that, if you'll perſuade Mourtray to give 
me Emma (I ſhan't mind her being a 
little oo, or fo), Il take her without a 
ſixpence j which, let me tell you, I think 


no unhandſome offer; and then you ſhatt- 
come and ſtay with nie; as long as ye 
like: and AS for Emma, ſhe ſhall, as Mrs; 

HA, : 5 Chowles, 


— INI = —— = P 
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Chowles, appear as fine as N Ducheſs 
in the land, I ann you.“ | 


: — B ·² V ——— 
— - — — — = _ 


Om Ah! if it pe upon me, ſaid 
Mrs. Mourtray, ſighing, Emma ſhould. 
be your's this inſtant ; I could not dif- 
poſe of her more to my mind—but ſhe, 
like, other young girls, who know not 
what is beſt for them, ſeems. averſe to 
marriage; and I doubt whether Mr. 
Mourtray would enforce your ſuit as he 
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1 7 „Why, then, Ma's am, eng. more 
can be ſaid, or done; but 'tis a great pity 
—Only think of: your daughter, with her. 
Handſome face, and queen-like figure,. 
| dreſſed in the richeſt clothes: that hands 
can make; and covered from top to toe 
with the fineſt jewels ! Only think of her 
lolling in the handſomeſt coach in London! 
Q and then, what: houſes both in town 
and country, what a ſumptuous table, 
and What abe of ſervants ſhe in have! 
_ All: 
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3 All this, give me leave to ſay, merits 


ſome reflection before tis refuſed.” 


— 


3 Refuſed! good Heaven Mr. Chowles, 


if it is refuſed, after all you have ſaid, I 
ſhall think my daughter, and my huſband 


too, ſtark-ſtaring mad : however, he i 1s be- 
low, and I will go directly, and mention 


the affair to him. —If he would but ſpeak | 


forcibly to Emma, ſhe is really ſo good a 
girl, that I have no doubt he might per- 
ſuade her to accept a propoſal, which, in 


my opinion, is highly honourable on your 


part, and is certainly, by far, the moſt 
mene, ſhe will ever receive.“ 


Chowles, W io was e with no | 


delicate ſcruples, cared little, if he could 


but obtain Emma's hand, whether or not 
he poſſeſſed her affections; and he eaſily 
flattered himſelf that Mourtray, "whom. 
he knew to. be perplexed at. the ſtate. of 
his affairs} and pinched by the diſburſe- 
ments that he had made for his ſon, 


would 
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would not turn a deaf ear to his propoſal 
which he had purpoſely dreſſed out in 


the gaudieſt colours to dazzle the eyes 


of Mrs. r 


While he was ſolacing himſelf wich 
hopes, his advocate, with a volubility 
that aſtoniſhed her huſband, informed hit 
of the offer made by Chowles; ; expatiating 
warmly on his generolity, and on the 
prodigious advantages that would accrue 
to the family if it were accepted. But 
Mourtray liſtened to her -harangue with 


ſuch Provoking coldneſs, that ſhe ex- 
claimed“ Lord bleſs me, Mr. Mour- 


tray, you are really too bad! Think, I be- 
ſeech you, what an offer this is! When 


you become Chowles's father-in-law, 
all your embarraſſments will be at an 


end; for, then, you may command what 


e you pleaſe; and, of courſe, your 
voyage to Antigua will be quite unne 
ceſſary.—As to Emma's ſqueamiſhneſs, 


that! is al nonſenſe ; z ſhe will hereafter 1 re- 
Jjoice 


\ 


joice that ſhe was not ſuffered to indulge 
it: and only think how mae I ſhall be 


at 59 9 50 . 


40 Ay” tough 4 oi „ 60 the true 
motive of all "this: eagerneſs to marry | 
poor Emma to a man fhe hates, is com- 
priſed in one ſhort wg happy 
4 e ue at ry ee nt EP 


113 


þ 


"06 Do peak, Me. Moutttay/ e erte mb: 


«. your ſilent fits are very mne at , 


profent,” 


T have" ver) nete to fay; deed | 
he: „ ſend for Emma; tell her yourſelf 
what Chowles- propoſes ; i I ſhall fay no- 
thing to countera& your wiſhes, neither 
ſhall I ſupport them by perſuaſion : on a 


. 


a 


— 


matter of ſuch v en the ſhall de- 


cide for herſelf,” MR 


/ 


1 


3 52 FOE and appeared. 


Mrs. Mourtray, then, with all the elo- 
quenes 
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| quence ſhe poſſeſſed, pleaded for her 


friend Chowles ; extolling his generoſity | 


and magnificence ; expatiating on the in- 
numerable advantages ſuch a match would 
procure, not only to herſelf, but to her 
dear father, and every branch of her fa- 
mily ; and, above all, on the delight it 
would give her to paſs the ſummer at 


his beautiful villa; not in an out- of- the- 


way part of the world like Downton, 


but ſituated in a charming neighbour- - 
hood, and within a Pn e of 


London. 


r 


el oration; Fama . 


8 eyes expreſſively on her father, to pene- 
trate his ſentiments; and, as ſoon as her 


mother ceaſed ſpeaking, ſhe. went pg 
908 his hand. 4 516) 


Pd 


— 


| 9 > 
F 1 | "I 8 14 4 
” { 4 IE. 8 * L 1 5 


« If "+ marry Mr. Chowles,” | faid ſhe, 


Fans will you, TiRs continue in England * 


— 


* Certainly 
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« Certainly not; I muſt go to Antigua; 
the intereſt of my family, eſpecially that 
of your brother, renders my voyage thi- 


ther indiſpenſable; for with every return- 


ing day I feel more clearly convinced, 


that I alone can ſettle. my perplexing 


affairs there.” Tay | . 


5 
2 
« 


fo Would y you permit Mr. Cliowles 3 ma- | 


terially to aſſiſt Rs: in theſe . 


C By n no. means: for I will e owe 


. a to any inan.“ 


. God Almighty * praiſed 1 pr rica 


Emma, raiſing her fine eyes to Heaven, 


„e that this ſacrifice, the moſt cruel that = 


could be impoſed upon me, may be diſ- 
penſed with If, by marrying this man, 
|-could fave my deareſt father a long and 
dangerous voyage, rendered more ſo on 
account of the war; and thereby detain 


him, to be the joy and comfort of his 


ante to whom ** is juſtly ſo dear—I 
might 


So 
might have heſitated If, indeed, by this 
| ſacrifice, I could hope to extricate him 
> from, the difficulties that haraſs him, and 
that nothing leſs could ſave my mother 
and brother from being reduced to ab- 
ſolute want, — then, certainly I. would, 
without repining, ſubmit to my fate; for 
whatever miſery I ſhould endure, would 
be ſoſtened by the reflection, that I had 
done my duty — But, if by rendering my- 
ſelf completely wretched, I ſhould neither 
de my parents, nor my brother, any eflen- 
tial ſervice, and. only gain for myſelf - af. 
fluence, which 1 deſpiſe, —I do not he- 


ſitate, in n e Mr. * $ 
offer.” | 
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My dear Emma, let me beg, let me 
entreat you,” cried Mrs. Mourtray, “ to 
take time to conſider of it: recolledt all! 
have told you, and how happy your ac- 
ceptance would make me,” 


N - - 
- % q - . 6 


flat- 
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I had convinced you, Madam, that your 


happineſs is extremely dear to me; but 


excuſe my adding, that I cannot ſuppoſe 
my dear Mamma would, for the ſake of ſo 
inſignificant a matter as paſſing a ſurn- 
mer at Clapham, rather than in her own 
houſe, wiſh her child to paſs every ſum- 


mer of her life, and every winter, too, 


with a man who is perfectiy odious to 
her.“ | | 


Mrs. Mourtray eolvined' the felt that 
Emma perceived the liftleneſs of mind 
ſhe had betrayed on this occaſion ; her 
courage failed her, and ſhe dared not 
preſs her daughter to become:miſerable:' 


—Emma, too, appeared at this moment 
ſo noble, ſo generous, with ſuch anima- 


tion in her beautiful countenance, and 


ſuch grace in her manner, that Mrs. 
Mourtray, though abaſhed and mortiffed, 
could not refrain from admiring her. 
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As for Mourtray, he was too well ac- 
quainted with his daughter to be in the 
leaſt ſurprized at her behaviour; ſhe had 


preciſely ated as he had expected; and 


a tear that felt upon her cheek, as he 


fondly folded her to his boſom, more 
forcibly expreſſed how he was touched 
by it, than any. "_- he aud u uſe. 


Nothing, then, e to be done, 


but for Mrs. Mourtray to return to 


2 Chowles, and acquaint him with the ill 


ſucceſs. of her miſſion.— He was very 
much vexed, as well as diſappointed; 


but he was forced to relinquiſh a ſuit, 


which he ſaw he ſhould bave no chance 
of carrying, with ſuch a decided majo- 


rity in the family againſt it. He did 
not, however, do this. with a good | 


grace; for he ſharply. reproached Mrs. 
Mourtray, with having been lukewarm 


in the buſineſs. rt. 


th 
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She fired at the injuſtice of this Seed. 
ſation, and ſaid, ſince he took matters ſo, | . 
and uſed his friends ſo ill, ſhe was not | 
ſorry at his diſappointment. This enraged * 
him violently, and he went away mutter- 
ing,—that he was a curſed aſs ever to 


think of a girl] who had a fool for her 
mother. | | | 
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So rude and impertinent a ſpeech ſunk 
deeply into Mrs. Mourtray's mind, who 
retained againſt her former fayourite much 
ill will 1 fot a long time. 
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With B couſins, the Proutings, ſhe 
had of late been a good deal diſguſted; 
and, during her ſhort remaining ſtay in 5 
town, ſhe ſaw no more of any of the 
. family. 5 | EDS wv IS 35 
m While Mrs. ae bad ben holding 
mis ſharp dialogue with Chowles, her 
huſband had been pouring out the ten- 
dereſt effuſions of n affection to his 
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| beloved 3 —e My. child, 5 Laid he, 
thou ſweet comfort of my life, for whoſe 
ſake (1 was almoſt going to ſay) alone, 
I wiſh to live, be aſſured 1- never enter- 
tained the moſt diſtant idea of conſtraining | 
you to give your hand unaccompanied 
by your heart: nay, ſo far from it, I never 
Have even hinted to you, that 1 had yet 
ſeen that man whom I could approve as 
your huſband ; nor do I ſeek to dive into 
the. ſecrets of your heart : yet, one word 
before we part: if that heart, my Emma, 
ſhould acknowledge any preference, I 
promiſe you my concurrence in whatever 
choice you mey make; and here I give 
it you, in writing (giving her a ſealed 
paper). Such unlimited confidence is not 
f dangerous with you; but, on the con- 
trary, will inſpire your generous nature 
with double caution, that your actions 
may prove I did not think. too well of my 
e, „ 


Pg 


dulgent parent as myſelf !—] cannot, 
however, . . . . no, J feel it is impoſſible, 


to you every thought of my ſoul. Know, 


then . . . . . what ſhall I ſay? — how can I 


to let you depart 3 without revealing 


nh Ak! my father 4 beloved father: RE 
cried Emma, burſting into tears; cc ſurely | 
no girl was ever bleſſed with ſuch an in- 


confeſs to you, that I ages my heart i is no 


N in my own Power.“ 


3 hung her head, her cheeks 
burning, and her emotion almoſt ſtifling 


confuſion, encouraged her to proceed. 
« Fear nothing, my dear girl,“ ſaid he, 
confeffion of your ſentiments will be any 


be of uſe to you, ſpeak :—if not, be 


ſecret, even from my own child.” 


Vor. Inn. G © What 


relief to your mind; if my counſels can- 


ſilent ; for I abhor the idea of wringing a 


her words; but Mourtray, who ſaw her 


preſſing her hand tenderly:—“ if a full 
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* * What a monſter that child muſt 
be,“ cried Emma, who could perſiſt in 


keeping a ſecret from ſuch a father !— 


I am not that monſter, dear Papa. In 


i ſhort, . .. . . not always recolleQing your 


prudent advice, to be cautious in taking 


ſudden predilections, no ſooner did 1 


ſee... Lord Miramont.. . than, forgetting 
the difference of our ſituations, and the 


innumerable obſtacles that formed: a bar- 


rier between us... . . my fooliſh heart, 


. nevertheleſs, from that inſtant, became 
entirely his own.“ 


cc 1 Own, I am very ſorry for it, 


ſaid Mourtray; “ for, though I am little 


acquainted with this young nobleman, 


report ſpeaks unfavourably of his prin- 


ciples. It would hurt me leſs to hear you 
had fallen in love with ſome indigent, 
but honeſt, worthy man, than with a perſon 
of Lord Miramont's high rank, but whoſe 
moral character appears very doubtful : 
yet, tell me, have you any reaſon to be- 


/ . 
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partial to you? I have always underſtood, 


that alone, I ſhould have thought, would 


him.” 


— 


« It is too true,” faid Emma, that 


he has either a real or an oſtenfible 
attachment, which I acknowledge to be 


I have ſometimes not only thought that 
he was diſengaging himſelf from it, but, 
likewiſe, that he by no means regarded 
me with” indifference ; though, I fear, 
you will think this merely the IN TRE 
ee e 


1 My dear Emma,“ ſaid Mourtray, 


> ſhaking his head us it ſeems deſtined' 
n that no creature ſhould be perfect, this, 


e unfortunately, is your weak - point: I 
mean, that readineſs to believe that others 
entertain the ſame partiality for you, 


: Bete my child. that he is, in the leaſt, 4 
that he had a very improper attachment: 


have fepteſſed Jour My ten 


very ſhocking ; yet, I muſt confeſs, that 
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which your ſuſceptibility ſo ſpeedily im- 
bibes for them: now | love you too well 


to conceal, that this. notion originates in 


_ vanity; and, if not checked, will be the 
ſource of inceſſant mortifications to you: 
bence your credulity, in regard to your 


firſt friend, Lady Iſabella, in whoſe friend- 


ſhip and character (as I foretold) you 


have only met diſappointment : a ſecond, 


more grievous, perhaps, awaits you in 
Lord Miramont. _ However, ſhould I be 
miſtaken, and ſhould he really propoſe to 
you, let me conjure you, my deareſt girl, 
neither to be ſoftened by a romantic 
paſſion, nor yet to be dazzled by the 
ſplendour of his ſituation ; but firmly to 
| refuſe giving him your hand, unleſs you 
are perfectly convinced of the entire re- 
formation of his morals: of all evils, none 
ought more carefully to be avoided, than 
an union. between a virtuous and an im- 
moral mind: it is not only riſking the 
whole of your temporal, but even if your 
eternal felicity ; ; for, alas! the contagion 

. 4 
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of vice is the moſt ſubtle of all poiſons. 


Believe me, few women ever ſucceed in 
reforming their huſbands, though num-. 


berleſs inſtances may be given of men, 


who contaminate the principles of their 


Wives.“ 


« I promiſe you, my dear Papa,“ faid_ 


Emma, weeping, © that no conſideration 
ſhould induce me to marry Lord Mira— 


mont, were he to honour me with the 


offer 'of his hand, unleſs his condutt be- 
came ſuch as you could approve : in the 


mean while, I will correct my own | 


faults.” 


” iy rely on your promiſe” in both re- 
ſpects; ; and now, let me thank and ap- 
plaud you for the ingenuous confeſſion 
you have made. Without meaning to 


reproach you, my Emma, I muſt obſerve, 
that, had you repoſed this confidence i in 
me, when firſt you became acquainted 


with the Marquis, you would probably 
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| have ſpared yourſelf much uneaſineſs; 
and, I flatter myſelf, I ſhould have taught 
you how to- ſtifle this paſſion in its in- 
fancy. It is not, however, yet too late; 


at leaſt, to curb it: perform, therefore, 


with redoubled diligence, all your religious 
duties, avoid all light reading, and Keep 
yourſelf conſtantly uſefully employed.— 
May God Almighty ſirengthen) your mind, 
and preſerve you!“ 


I)he father and daughter now ſeparated: 
the former, though pained by what he had 
heard, ſaw more to admire than to blame 
in his ſweet Emma; and the latter, while 
ſhe felt her boſom lightened by the 
honeſt avowal of her weakneſs, adored 
her excellent parent's goodneſs and in- 
dulgence. 5 | e 
Every thing being now readir Gs the. 
Mourtrays departure from town, though 
| the houſe at Downton was, not a ſo 
for 


| T7 
for their reception, Mrs. Mourtray and 
Emma agreed, rather to ſubmit to ſome 
inconvenience, than forego the melancholy 


pleaſure of performing the journey in 


Mourtray's company; for Downton was 
only a few miles out of the direct road to 
Falmouth, where he was to embark; 


thither, therefore, he himſelf condUriegy 
them. L 


in ſome order, he took a very tender fare- 
well of his wife and daughter, and pro- 


at firſt, gave way to the moſt extravagant 
grief, whilſt Emma, who was more 


deeply affected, deemed it right to check 


abled to ſooth that of her mother's : the 
latter ſoon became tolerably compoſed, 


ne and found ſome amuſement in contriving 
gh and adapting her old furniture, to fit the 
ſo modernized apartments of her bau 
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After ſtaying one day to ſet his affairs 


ceeded on his journey. Mrs. Mourtray, 
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her own ſorrow, that ſhe might be en- 
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CHAP. VII. 


BEFORE Emma left town, ſhe had 
called, for a moment, to take leave of her 
French friends, who moft ſincerely la- 
mented: her departure; nor did ſhe N. 
them without much regret. As he 
acquaintance with Sidonie had co 
ſhe found her, in reality, poſſeſſed ofa 
thoſe amiable qualities, which ſhe had 
once fancied belonged to Lady Bell 
The diſappointment ſhe had experienced 
in regard to that volatile lady, had taught 
her, that no durable attachment ean ſub- 
ſiſt, where the parties materially differ in 
principle; but with Sidonie, whoſe mind 
Was as pure as her own, and who had, 7 
behides, a very ſang 2 We 5g 
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After an abſence of above five months, 
Emma was now once more ſettled on 
her native ſpot; the change it had under- 
gone by the late improvements, however, 
ſtruck her leſs than that the mm 
in herſelf. 


Her life at Downton, formerly, had 
paſſed ſmoothly on, without a ſingle in- 
_cident happening that left much impreſ- 
| fon on her mind. The moſt important 
ocemrence then, was a viſit to Wil- 
mington. No cares, no paſſions, diſ- 
turbed her ſerenity; only, now and then, 
2 tranſient regret, when Lady Bell Fon- 
telieu had warmed her imagination, by 
Horid details of the gaieties of London, 
Gant ſhe could not Nie in them. 


The unexpected * of the 
legacy, had, by opening a new ſcene to 
her, given riſe to new pa 


leaſt, had awakened thoſe unlney: 2 « 
© which had lain dormant fn 


.:. » 


at 


5 | 


„ 


tw too, was altered; the had loſt 
ſomewhat of the appearance of rude 


health, and looked more delicate, with- 


out being leſs lovely. Her figure was 
better faſhioned ; her manners more ele- 


gant; and ſhe had cultivated, with ſuc- 


ceſs, various accompliſhments, particu- 


larly muſic :—to her proficiency on the 
piano-forte ſhe had added ſinging; in 


which ſhe had learned to excel, under 
Cimador's direction. 


- 


But her gay vivacity, alas! was im- 


paired.— The departure of her father, 
whom ſhe adored ;—the ſtrange abſence 


of her brother ;—and the diſappointment 


the felt, that Lord Miramont had made. 
no effort to detain her, although he ſeemed 
to lament that ſhe was to leave town: 


all theſe cauſes together, afforded matter 


for diſquiet and regret. Sometimes, too, 


legion of poor Sydney, who 


loved i her © | ms 10 reſpektfuly, and 2 5 V 


PS 4 4 
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yet fo hopeleſsly, drew a «gh 1 pity from 
her breaſt, 


What her father had infinuated con- 
cerning her propenſity to vanity, ſhe could 
not help acknowledging to be true.— 
Poſſibly, then, miſled by that, ſhe had 
fancied what only exiſted in her own 
brain: and the Marquis, perfectly indif- 
ferent concerning her, had ceaſed, as 
ſoon as he no longer ſaw, to beſtow a 
| - es. a __ _ 


Mortiffing as was this reflection, End 
reſolved to ſtruggle againſt deſpondence. 
Still, however, in deſpite of her father's 
good advice, ſhe did not attempt to con- 
quer her partiality for Lord Miramont; 
becauſe, though it might be deemed a 
 weaknefs, it could not be deemed cri- 
minal; on the contrary, ſhe imagined, | 
while he remained lingle, ſhe might che- 
Tiſh it, as it added an additional. motive, 

to her ardent . of attaini ing 


g every 
K ' Knſicove- 


— 


him whom alone ſhe wiſhed to _—_ 


ſeemed to her endleſs, for the only thing 


occaſion her to interrupt her viſits, for he 
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improvement of mind, that might make 
her appear more amiable in the eyes of 


In en mean while, the month of Auguſt 
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to which ſhe looked forward with any 
ſatisfaction, during her father's abſence; 


was the arrival of the Counteſs at Wik 


mington, who was ſhortly expected; and 
ſhe would talk of her nephew. The Earl, 
to her great delight, could not annoy, or 


— of 


was gone to Ireland, where he was ex- 
pected to ſtay ſome time, to fave his 
property. there. from the rn of 
the rebels. e 
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Whilf ſhe was longing for Lady Wil- q 
mington to arrive, Mrs; Mourtray was 
fuddenly made ſupremely happy, by the 
acquiſition of ſome neighbours,—perſons. 
perfectly congenial to her diſpoſition, 
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and with b ſhe had 3 been 
acquainted, * 
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This fortunate event was occaſioned 
by the following circumſtance. Colonel 
and Mrs. Thornley had been driven from 
their houſe in Kent, by having what 
is called an excellent neighbourhood ; 
which had only the ſmall inconvenience 
of being very expenſive: but this they 
diſregarded, till certain impertinent peo+ 
ple, acting very unceremoniouſly towards 
the Colonel, obliged him to make ſome 
arrangements unneceſſary to relate. The 
reſult of theſe was, that his eſtate of 
12001. a year went to nurſe; and a ſmall 
allowance from his creditors, with Mrs. 
Thornley's pin- money, remained for the 
maintenance of his family; he therefore 
judged it expedient to go upon a plan of 
economy, and hired a houſe in - ſhire, 
within a mile * . „ 


== 


— - 
nt - = 
— — 

— 2 — — 


= 
— . er res 


—— 


2 


. 


Fog —_ — 


2 2 7 — So anne — . — 
voy 5 —— — < — —_— a — — 
— ———— — —— — I 
—2W mie ae Ro Lragt — 1 * : * — 
* * 1 
o 


_— — 


* = — 
= +4 == 
— — — 

2 —— — 

- — — 


— 


— 
I * — r —— we ä —— —-— 
. — — by — —— 
EIS. ws 2 25 = * I ST he - 
(1 = EL * + x £: * 
* AAS — 


if 
i 
i 
4 tt 
KI 
T 
. 3 
N 
! 1 
L 
1 
* 15 
| 
| 
is 
J, 
Mu 
"I 
If 
"v1! 
Il 
1 
i is 
i 
{1 
1 
ws 
i . 
N 
[ =_ 
p 25 . 
4 
1 
1. 
. 
oy 
af 
19. 
Ag! 
1 
. 
j 114 
0 {16 
Rag 
. 
4 N 
in 
4 
| 
E. N 
4 1 . 
+ 
| 
ſh * 
1 
119 
4 
U I, 
1 "th 
18 
i 
ny 
= 
-b 
yy 
on 
9 
4 
"gh 
1 
"þ 
F 
ö 
14 
* 
1 
KN 
F 
1 * 


1 2 <1 - 
— > 2 > 


This 


: : 2 — "= — —— A 5 
—— = = . bs 2 kW - 
_ — — * 8 . 6 5 : y = > en 2 — == = * 
— 2 OT TY — — — - b — — — — — Tr nn nou — 7 - 7 5 — F ATR — 5 
LES E # : Sm 3-28 i — Os nn _— —_ ED - * ; 5 n i CEE ES 3 
_ — ——_— EST — Pk K — — — — — 1 I = ==" — . 2 —_ — * a = gt <2 &..=9 8 2 * 2 PUB Ont * <= * 2. WER RF SI, — 2 5 — gs. 
1 "_ a — — — =. ION — —— - — 2 2 7 - — 18 3 6 5 1 — n " r 2 2 * = - — . — A - WE 4 "=>. : ESR 8 L 2 
_—_— n 7. 2 ES IRE © IT > Rar - „„ 2 4 —— — — — — — 2 br IS —— I 4 2 r SEO WE” . ; = 
: Sx = = — {£5 S > -.> as — 2 > 3 La — J A *s I £ $77 1 - —— 2 "Err 2 2 — — 4 2 = > ä 2 b — — 
— — — ND 2 . * 2 2 p 5 = CD, EE 2 2 3 8 2 ar bbb "= — —ͤ— ES , =S.- — 7 Eerr-ch. EW — On — 2 * - — = — F- n — 
e 5 9 4 SER a= * - 8 23 32323 . LJont IP- IE — - _— 2 — —— —— x _—— = — 2 on I x: Fd — = — — 7 2 2 3 UE ern 2 S . = 
ER outs. WV Ct - — — 2 « > oo 3 — - * _ Run DISSI == - _— = — — x w_ — — = — —ů B 5 * 2 - 
— 2 — x - A — a £ > <= = 4 8 * — . = — — 
\ 


— 

2 4 ; 

N 
3, ET. a 


—— 
OY 
a = 


7 — 22 — — ts 2 — 
22 r Eh a — * "x: 
> a -d hy - — . — — 
. n — 4 — — 2 25 OT nk — 


IC * 2 
FTE <a 
- 5 N — 
7 8 
- EET LT EIS Sr 
** ——— 


2 _ Ez — >> 
> l — 


- — — — — 
55 
r 


- Ez 


135 


This houſe, known by the name of the 


Cottage, had originally been a hunting- 
box; but its laſt proprietor having de- 
ſtroyed himſelf, about thirty years before 
it came into the hands of the Thornleys, 


it had, till then, excepting for a ſhort 


period, been uninhabited: at firſt, for the 


abſurd reaſon, that it was ſuppoſed to be 


haunted; and when that notion was ex- 
ploded, its decayed ſtate, and bleak ſitua- 
tion (the few trees that once ſheltered it 
having been hewn), afforded to thoſe, 
who - might have hired _ more folid 
objections. 


1 


| Colonel Thornley, who had chiefly 


lived in an encloſed, now fancied he pre- 


| ferred an open country: the fituation of 
the Cottage, therefore, delighted bim; 
and finding it would be let at a very low 


rent, he. hired it for a long term; the 


proprietor conſenting to maln e ne- 
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In conſequence of this agroemiedl lthe 
houſe was rendered habitable, 


"I. U 
ce SAUK 
* 2 

— 


Colonel's direction, who was a very 
active, managing perſon; and, a little 
before the ſhooting ſeaſon began, he, his 


wife, and ſiſter, Miſs Rebecca Thornley, ä 
arrived, to take poſſeſſion of their new 
habitation. 


The ſe three perſons were all mt d for 


good - nature; one alone of them had an 
excellent underſtanding, the other two 


were far from being over-burthened with 


it, but all poſſeſſed a tolerable ſhare of 
nn of the world. 


The Colonel, a merry, good-humoured, 


though choleric man, took ſome pleaſure 
in ſhooting ; ſtill more in cards; and the 


Wecken of ah, in eating and 3 


q . / © $5 LEE ; .of * les. 


His mike Joy was, to ui one . half of 
her t time in a bed, and the other half in 
complete 


2 F n 
1 7 Y * 
7 af. 4 
-- i 


£ ſumed a ſpruce appearance, under the 


SE MH. 


in 
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complete indolence; only, accaſionally, 


exerting herſelf ſo far, as to turn over the 
pages of a new novel: ſhe had, however, 
no objeftion to a quiet game at cards, 
though ſhe would be well ſatisfied with- 


out it, if let to repoſe on a couch, and 


not be forced to think of any _ 


Miſs Rebecrs Thoraley was of” a ey 
different diſpoſition; ſhe was all activity, 
both mental and bodily; ſhe generally 
thought both for her brother and his wife; 


and, having a ſmall independent fortune 


of her own, ſhe never ſeemed to ſuppoſe 


any other advantage could be derived 


from it, ſave that of being uſeful to them, 
and to every diſtreſſed — nd. came 


in her way. e 


She: whe: ' ſeveral years ye 
Colonel and Mrs. Thornley, who were 
nearly of the ſame age; and at this period 
Miſs Thornley was about five and thirty; 


not handſome, nor yet il-looking; but 


ounger than 
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the idea of marriage feemed never to have 


entered her head; and ſhe ſuffered herſelf 


to be placed on the liſt- of old maids, 
without marking the ſlighteſt diſpleaſure. 


She had enjoyed, with all her heart and 
ſoul, the gay feſtivities of her brother's 
Kentiſh houſe and neighbourhood, where 


almoſt the whole year uſed to paſs as a 


continual carnival; and now, ſhe ap- 


peared juſt as well pleaſed with her oli 


tay abode « on the Downs. 


* 


II ie ont 55 a horſe, 3 PO 


.. Curbed her bridle; elſe ſhe could ride till 
the beaſt knocked up: if ſhe could get 
none, ſhe walked all over the country; 
provided ſhe was in motion, ſhe cared 


little where ſhe went; but, if an act of 
kindneſs or charity was to be performed, 


ſhe ſeemed endued with Herculean 
ſtrength; and, then, neither wind nor 
weather, nor any other impediment « you 
_ her —— 


When 


. 


nor 
uld 
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- When decorum obliged her to ſtay 


with the family, ſne read, or worked, 


inceſſantly; and at night, when ſhe could 


get a party, ſhe played at cards with the 


ſame perſeverance. 


No din e could affect the un- 
alterable ſweetneſs of her temper for more 
than an inſtant, nor any difficulty diſcou- 


rage her active benevolence :—Ingratitude 


might wound, but could not diſhearten 


her; and although ſhe had no memory to 


retain an injury, none poſſeſſed one more 


retentive of an obligation, however night 
it night be. 


> . 


Without having had the advantage of a 
ſuperior education, ſhe was, in a manner, 
| ſelf-taught; and ſeemed to know, by in- 
tuition, all that coſts others much pains 
to learn : added to this, ſhe never forgot 
what ſhe had once read; and naturally 
poſſeſſed a. lively playful wit, that acted 
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as a gentle fiimulus, but never as a 
cauſtic. 


Such was Miſs Thornley ;—who, relin- 


quiſhing all the pleaſures of the world, in 


which ſhe was fo well adapted to take a 
part, as alſo to contribute to thoſe of 
others ; but who, nevertheleſs, choſe to 


bury herſelf in very dull ſociety at the 
Cottage, merely 'becauſe ſhe knew, that 
her brother and ſiſter, derived equal advan- 


tage a her ron and her Toipaby. 


To 40 them juſtice, however, they both 
loved her as well as they were capable of 


loving any thing; though not ſo much as 
ſhe deſerved. It is needleſs to mention, 


what a vaſt improvement ſuch a family as 
the Thornleys were, in Mrs. Mourtray's 


MY " her neighbourhood. 


The cloſeſt intimacy was immediately 
truck up between them: no day paſſed 
in which the families did not meet, and 

| | „„ 
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no evening, cloſed without a fociable - 
game of cards. 
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Mrs. Mourtray, who had reſumed all 
her former notability, buſtled about her 5 
| houſe as uſual; and, while ſhe pampered | 

the Colonel's appetite with good old ; 

Engliſh diſhes, of which ſhe herſelf ſuper- 

intended the cookery, he declared ſhe 

was the firſt of women, and that all 
others were idiots compared to her, 
Theſe commendations gratified Mrs. | 

Mourtray not à little; he became her 

chief favourite. Mrs. Thornley was ra- | 

ther too much of, what ſhe called, a 5 

dawdle, to pleaſe her thoroughly, yet ſhe 

was uſeful to make up a rubber; and 

Miſs Thornley, who was equally conve- 


nient in this reſpect, amuſed and cheered 
her ſpirits. | 


ly WH Her "OY now, was very comfortable ; 
ed and, if the weather was particularly bad, 
nd as: 3 8 


the 


14 


| ſhe could give a bed to a friend or two: 
Eupon the whole, therefore, "ſhe was 
| happy; though, ſtill ſhe occaſionally la- 
mented the want of her huſband and ſon's 
company ; and. perhaps ſtill oftener, that 
her excellent coach remained uſeleſs, 
having No longer wy horſes to draw it. 
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Emma, at firſt, ſaw little i in m of the 
Thornleys to intereſt her much, except - 
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Colonel's broad joke, and horſe laugh, 
often offended her delicacy, whilſt his 
gluttony diſguſted her. The inſipidity of 
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weight, which ſhe could not throw off. 
Miſs Thornley, indeed, ſeemed the moſt 


— 
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peared to leſs advantage than at a card- 
table, where Emma ſaw her far oftener 
than elſe where. | 


— 


. 
— 
— — 
ES: 


= 


The chief, = perhaps, the only foible 
Mays * was an uncontroulable | 
_ eager» 
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ing for the ſake of her mother. The 


Mrs. Thornley oppreſſed her, like a dead 


bearable of the _ but ſhe never ap- 
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eagerneſs at play ; no matter how trifling 
the ſtake: and ſhe would warmly con- 
tend about a fiſh, which ſhe deſpiſed, or 
| wrangle about the manner of playing a 


card; though ſhe had more ſolicitude to 


prove her ſkill, than to win the money of 


reluctance. 
At hat times wien Mee - might 
have enjoyed her company, ſhe was not 


over the country, or, with her ſeven- 
league boots, ſtriding to ſome neighbour- 


commiſſion for her indolent ſiſter-in-law 


but more frequently, on. ſome errand of 
charity. 


"Ds DP gaches of wi „ OS! 
partee, that eſcaped her lips, made Emma 
obſerve ber with more attention: and no 


ſooner bad the done * than ſhe be- 


her friends, which ſhe never did without : 


to be found; for either ſhe was gallopping 


ing town or village, to perform ſome 
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came ſenſible of, and atlgbixed : the un- 
common worth of her cha acter. 


. # 
7 5 . 3 2 


But * acquaintance with Miſs Thorn- 


ley had not time to ripen into intimacy, 
for, about the end of September, the 
. Counteſs and Lady Elizabeth arrived at 
Wilmington; and -the former had only 


been three days in the country, when ſhe 
wrote a very kind note to Emma, en- 


treating her to come and ſtay ſome time 


with her, as ſhe and her daughter were 
quite alone; Lord Wilmington being 
likely to be detained a long while in Ire- 


land. — She likewiſe ſent a civil, flattering, 


meſſage to Mrs. Mourtray, to put her in 
good humour, that ſhe might the more 


| readily conſent, to ms with her daughter. 


The ſociety* be the Thornleys, being 
quite ſufficient, to prevent her mother 


from feeling any loſs by her abſence, 
Emma had no ſcruple in leaving her; 


and the * following was appointed, 
with 


ther 
NCC, 
her; 
nted, 
with 
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with Mrs. Mourtray's thorough approba- 


tion, for Lady Wilmington's carriage to 


fetch her from Downton, 


Miſs Thornley, with her uſual good | 


nature, promiſed Emma, when ſhe took 
leave of her the night before her de- 
parture, that no morning ſhould paſs 


without her calling at Downton, to ſee 
if ſhe could be of any uſe to Mrs. Mour- 


tray. 
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hilarated as ſhe entered the park gate at 
Wilmington; a preſentiment ſhe could 
not account for, whiſpered her, that ſome 


| Whoſe reception was all ſhe could wiſh. 
in the country Emma's company was 


concomitant of idleneſs, ſhe needed the 
it. Do not imagine,” faid ſhe, © that 
we ſhall be a female trio, for my brother, 


5 p moſt unexpettedly, arrived laſt night, and 


: -Sir Harry Paragon, who came from Ger: 
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CHAP. VIII. 


EMMA felt her ſpirits unuſually ex- 


extraordinary pleaſure awaited her; andin 
this humour ſhe haſtened to the Counteſs, 
Even Lady Elizabeth was gracious, for, 


not to be deſpiſed ; and as her Ladyſhip 
was particularly ſubject to enn, the 


aſſiſtance of a gay active mind to diſpel 


with him a mighty pretty young man, 


many 


147 


many with him: we have, beſides, an 
acquaintance of your's (Emma felt her 
face glow), - my couſin Miramont.“ 


« Yes,” ſaid Lady Wilmington, * my 
nephew had the goodneſs to come hither, 
entirely in compliment to Fontelieu; wo 
has been induced to curtail his travels, 
owing to the diſagreeable ſtate of the 
continent. — 15 


Emma, though inexpreſſibly delighted, 


felt confuſed, and dared not raiſe her 


eyes from the carpet.— Before ſhe left 
Downton, ſhe had dreſſed for the day, 


but now ſhe thought ſome change indiſ- 
penſable, at leaſt in her head dreſs; ſhe 
haſtened, therefore, to her chamber but 


could by no means decide what beſt ber | 
came her. | 


At length ſhe adjuſted her hair tole- | 


rably to her ſatisfaction, and her toilet 
being finiſhed, ſhe .went, with a beating 


H2 heart, 5 
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heart, into the drawing - room, where all 
the company had long been aſſembled; 
but ſhe felt a ſort of miſt before her eyes, 
ſo that ſhe could ſcarcely diſtinguiſh « one 
perſon from another. 
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Lord Miramont's voice, however, ſhe 
could not miftake : with the familiarity 
of an old acquaintance, he approached 
and took her hand, expreſling great plea- 
ſure at ſeeing her; but when ſhe tried 
to ſay ſomething civil in return, ſhe ſpoke 
too inwardly to be heard. 


a 
— 

— = 
— 


7 — 

— — ERS 
— — 2 
bn L ag — — 

5 — ——_—— 

ti r 
—— — — —— — 
r 
. —— 
— — 
2 


n 
— 
5 == 


—̃ (v 


Lady Wilmington then preſented to 
her Lord Fontelieu, and Sir Harry Pa- 
ragon, to whom ſhe courteſied mechani- 
cally; for though ſhe had recovered her 
ſight, ſhe neither ſaw, nor heard Pn per- 
ſon but the Marquis. 
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. Aunbr⸗ placed next to him, her 
Sdmpoſure gradually returned ; and ſhe 
had leiſure to view the two other young 
{IS men. 


2 
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men.— Lord Fontelieu was rather well- 


looking; reſembled his mother, but 
was ſo ſhy and grave, that he hardly 
opened his lips. — Sir Harry was a pink 
and white man, perpetually on a broad 
grin to ſhew his white teeth; with a 
little ſqueaking voice, he went on rattling, 
ſaying mere nothings. He ſeemed, how- 
ever, not to diſplay his fancied. attrac- 
tions in vain; for Lady Elizabeth' s glaſſy 
eyes were rivetted upon him, and ſhe was 
herſelf pppluplly, nen | 

"Kink foon Nene that Sir Sacks had 
other recommendations, beſides thoſe he 
evidently. valued himſelf - upon; for he 


had a very large fortune.—This ſhe, ſaw, 
would, in Lady Elizabeth's opinion, be 


an equivalent for a title, for which, till 
now, ſhe had languiſhed. She had, in- 


deed, long thought herſelf extremely ill 


uſed, that no Ward! had ever yet 3 
made to her. L 
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This had ſoured her temper, never very 


ſweet, and rendered her ſo impracticable, 
that her mother daily more and more re- 
gretted the loſs of Lady Bell, who, with 
all her faults, could be extremely agree- 


able and hard to live with. 


This, too, had ſtrengthened her parti- 


ality for Emma, who was always as at- 
tentive to her, as if ſhe had been her 
child; and often, when vexed by the giddy 
flights of one daughter, or the ill humour 


of the other, Lady Wilmington had found 


> conſolation i in her. 


Lord OP" at dinner, and during 


the evening, divided his attention be- 


tween his aunt and Emma: he ſeemed 
ſo unfeignedly happy, that the, latter was 


come to paſs ſome time under the ſame 


roof as himſelf; ſhewed ſuch eagerneſs 
to converſe with her, that Emma's own 
ſatisfaction was greatly increaſed: yet ſhe 


could not "IP regretting, that Lady Bell, 
'K | who 


1133 
who uſed to be the life and ſpirit of the 


houſe, was no longer there, and that ſhe 


ſhould never even hear her name men- 
tioned. 


She durſt not enquire after her of the 
ladies; but this reſerve was unneceſſary 
with the Marquis. He ſaid, ſhe had left 


Scarborough, whither, as he had before 


told Emma, ſhe went immediately after 
marriage, and was. then at Brighthelm- 
ſtone ; „but, added he, © I intend to 
talk to Fontelieu about her; he has an 


_ eſtate independent of his father; is ge- 
nerous, loves his fiſter, and, I dare ſay, 


may be prevailed upon to allow her ſome- 
thing ; for, till ſhe is of age, ſhe has not 
a sp ; then ſhe will have 20,000l., 
and after her father's death, nearly as 
much more. Her grandmother. left her 


the above-mentioned fortune, which I ap- 
prehend was the bait that caught Darn- 


ford, —She is a wild, inconſiderate, but 


ſweet pretty creature, and I cerfailly 


H4 " 608 


„ 
ought not to abuſe her, who am not a 
very ſteady character wyſelf * 


Emma 8 in his intended appli- 
cation to Lord Fontelieu; for, by what 
ſhe gathered of the ſituation of Lady Bell, 
ſhe apprehended her cireumſtances were 
very narrow, and always precarious ; as 
Darnford paſſed his whole time in gaming. 


When Emma was retired to her cham- 
ber at night, and reflected on the agree- 
able preſentiments that had filled her 
breaſt in the morning, ſhe could hardly 
perſuade herſelf, on finding them ſo ſpeed- 
ily realized, that ſhe was not in a dream : 


| - but, upon coolly reviewing all that had | 
1 paſſed, ſhe felt the delightful conſciouſ- 
1 neſs, that ſhe was now actually in the 0 
ſame houſe with Lord Miramont, and 7 

ſhould be ſo for many days to come. Fi 


Now, therefore, or never, could ſhe 
kope to learn the real ſtate of his ſentiments 


chagrins, ſhe would have been almoſt 


her time exactly ſuited her inclinations. 
As ſhe roſe early in the morning, ſhe. 


the family was ſtirring. As ſoon as break 


rode on horſeback, attended by Lord Mi- 


mer always kept cloſe by her ſide: e 
weather, in general, was ſo favourable 
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in regard to her; and ſhe reſolved, if the 
event of this meeting, ſhould not be a clear 8 
and ſatisfactory explanation of them, to 
follow her father's advice, and obliterate | 
the n from her W 


A fortnight now * paſſotd rapidly on, and 
if ſhe could have forgotten ſome family 


completely happy. — The diſtribution of 
eontrived to have a couple of hours to 
employ with her pen, or her books, before 
faſt. was over, every fine day, Lord Fon. 
telieu took his mother an airing in his 


curricle;. and ſhe. and Lady Elizabeth 


ramont, and Sir Harry Paragon. They 
ſoon divided. into. parties, when the for- 


to. Oy excurſions, that they often. ex 
5 H 5 ne 
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tended them to a great diſtance from 
| home, and returned at a late hour, ſo 


as only juſt to have time to dreſs for 
dinner. 5 


The early part of the evening was ſpent 
in muſic; the Counteſs, formerly, when 
there was a poſſibility of a competition 
between Lady Bell and her in talents, 
never aſked her to play or ſing; but, as 
Lady Elizabeth could do neither, ſhe was 
now extremely glad to hear her do both. 
Emma, therefore, played upon the piano 
forte, accompanied by Lord Fontelieu 
on the violin; and frequently ſung with 
Lord Miramont and Sir Harry a trio, or 
a duo with his Lordſhip, which ſhe cer- 
wih preferred. 


Cards afterwards ſucceeded, in eld 
the Counteſs, her daughter, and the gen- 
tlemen engaged; as, likewiſe, any chance 
vifitors, which were not many, for the 
Ear] _ allot, Lady Wilmington an- 

8 zlounced, 
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nounced, on her arrival in the country, 


that ſhe did not mean to ſee company 
in general, but only a very few people, 
with whom ſhe was not on a formal 
eing. 


| Whenever Lord Miramont could eſcape 


from the card table, he ſeated himſelf by 


Emma's frame, in which ſhe was work- 


ing chairs for the Counteſs The con- 


verſation on theſe occaſions, was to her 


very intereſting; not that Lord Miramont 
had any particular talent in that way, 
though he was naturally lively, but he 
had always ſomething to communicate; 


ſomething about which he wiſhed to con- 
ſult her; ſeeking to penetrate her ſen- 


timents on every ſubject, and ſeeming 


anxious to be guided by her taſte, in a 


thouſand articles relative to his own con- 


cerns. But amid all this confidential ine: 
tercourſe, never a word eſcaped hin has. : 


founded like love . 


16e 
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Yet gradually ſhe perceived a conſi- 
derable change in his humour ; it was 
not half ſo light and gay as when firſt 
ſhe arrived at Wilmington; but though 
far from melancholy, it was certainly pen- 

five. Often he was ſo abſent, that he 
knew not what was paſling ; and then 
he would fix his eyes inſtantly upon her, 
till her embarraſſment warned him to 
withdraw them. 
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Inſenfibly his manner towards her be- 
came more tender; if, accidentally, during 
their rides, her horſe gave a ſtart, he was | 
inſtantly alarmed ; ſometimes in bad roads, 
he would. infiſt upon leading it himſelf, 
not truſting to the care of the groom ; if 
ſhe looked pale, or had the ſlighteſt com- 
plaint, he could not conceal his uneaſi- 
nefs; and if ever ſhe abſented herſelf 
from the company for any time, his eyes 
fparkled with joy when ſhe returned, and 
he gently reproached her for . ſtayed 2 
way. | 
Lady 


W 

Lady Wilmington, whoſe whole ſtock 
of maternal love had formerly been en- 
groſſed by her youngeſt daughter, and 
who had always ſhewn leſs partiality to 
Lord -Fontelieu, when he was a bey, 
than is common with mothers to an only 
| ſon, was not prepared to meet him en 
his return to England, after an abſence 
of ſome years, with any warmth of af- 
fection; but, finding him, in every re- 
ſpect, very different from what ſhe had 
imagined, ſhe almoſt immediately became 
tond, as well as _ of him. 


Diſappointed- in her Sol child; 
indifferent to Lady Elizabeth ; and almoſt 
hating her Lord; ſhe had felt a fad va- 
cancy in her heart, which the now 
thought might be filled by a ſon, whoſe 
profound reſpect, and delicate attentions, _ 
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ſoothed her domeſtic —— and gr " 
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Scarcely had he arrived, than ſhe. re- 
pented of the invitation ſhe had ſent to 
Emma, before ſhe knew that Lord Fon- 

telieu was coming, for fear that he might 
be captivated by her beauty and accom- 
pliſhments, and ſhe had almoſt reſolved 
to put her off; — when it occurred to her 
that Lady Elizabeth, conſtantly in the ſo- 
ciety of young men, would be awkwardly 
fituated, without ſome companion of her 
own | ſex ang 286. 


Lady Wilmington conkd- not. endure 
thoſe ſhe called the native Mies, to which 
mma alone was an exception; and, con- 
dering that it would always be in her 
power to ſend her away, if ſhe ſaw the 
leaft ſymptom of a dawning partiality to- 
wards her in her ſon, ſhe adhered to her 
engagement. | 
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A few Folk were fufleient perfeAtly i 7 
to tranquilize her mind in this reſpect ; 


for Lord Fontelieu, who. was extremely 
wel] 


— — 
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well bred, behaved to Emma with that 
formal ſort-of civility which denotes ab- 
ſolute indifference, | 


Emma, W e conſidered by her, 
as an exceeding agreeable addition to 
her family; and almoſt as one that was 
indiſpenſable, under the preſent circum- 
ſtances. . 


But Lady Wilmington had too much 
penetration, as well as experience, not 
to perceive the predilection of her ne- 
phew to this lovely girl: this, however, 
gave her little concern on his account; 
for, prepoſſeſſed with the belief that he 
ſtill wore Lady Fredville's chains, and 
that he had no inclination to marry, ſhe 
viewed his behaviour in no other light 
than as a flirtation ſans conſequence, which 
he would W as ſoon as he _— n 5 
"ys | 4225760! 4 
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Yet, as her heart was not bad, ſhe 
ſometimes queſtioned herſelf, whether 
the was not acting cruelly by Emma, in 
ſuffering her, to be conſtantly expoſed to 
the, ſeduction, of ſo faſcinating a man as 
Lord Miramont ? But her knowledge of 
Emma's virtuous principles re- aſſured her, 
againft any apprehenſions of other danger, 
than that which threatened her heart, 
which, if it ſhould receive a ſlight wound, 
the. relied on her good ſenſe to heal; as, 

_ likewiſe, - that Mis would prevent her 
entertaining an idea ſo very abſurd, in 
Lady Wilmington's opinion, as of Lord 
Miramont's ever a of her as a 
wife. | SET ER. 


Lats Elizabeth, to whom. Emma had 


fometimes been an object of indifference, 
and ſometimes of envy and jealouſy, now f 
eourted her extremely ; not that her ſen- t 
timents towards her were more cordial, ſc 
or benign than formerly; but her pre- E 


ſence Was uſeful, and her talents were 
agreeable. . 
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agreeable. The young men, who were. 


all muſical, could not do without her in 


their little concerts {Lady Elizabeth her- 
ſelf having entirely given up muſic) ; and 
they might find Wilmington very dull,. 

if ſhe was no longer there. The poſſibility 
of Sir Harry's departure, before he had 
made the much-defired propoſal, made 
her tremble; therefore, whenever her 
mother, annoyed by ſcruples, hinted the 
propriety of ſending Emma back to 
Downton, Lady Elizabeth vehemently 
oppoſed it; and reminded her, that ſhe 
had promiſed to celebrate her brother's 
return home by a ball, at which . 
| uy mult be n 

Lady Wilmington, perhaps, might not 
have paid much attention to the wiſhes 
of her daughter, if the latter had not art- 
fully engaged Lord Fontelieu to ſupport 
them ; and if ſhe had not had many rea- 
ſons, herſelf, for liking the company of 


Emma, She, therefore, no longer talked 
of 


| + ma 
of parting with her ; and, to induce Mrs. 
Mourtray, to acquieſce cheerfully with 
her abſence, ſhe took Emma with her, 
to pay a morning viſit at Downton ; when 
Mrs. Mourtray, who continued highly 
delighted with her own little coterie, 
willingly conſented, that her daughter 


ſhould paſs another fortnight at nn 
don. 
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In regard to the ball, the Counteſs, not 
cChooſing to be at the expence of giving 
one in the ſame ſtyle as thoſe of the pre- 
ceding year, ſne compromiſed the matter 
with Lady Elizabeth, by ſettling to have 
two or three little dances, confined to a 
ſmall number of perſons, without form 


| 

or ceremony, which perfectly ſatisfied her, : 

and Pleaſed all the pe extremely. ( 

1 Ama though he affected, n 

in town, to be in general averſe from 4 

dancing, was now one of the moſt inde- 10 
fatigable of dancers, and never failed to 


engage 
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engage Emma for his partner; which he 
could do without, in the leaſt, affronting 
his couſin, as ſhe was extremely glad to 
be left at liberty to dance with Sir 
Harry. eee FR 


He, however, ſeldom ventured to en- 
gage in more than two dances, for fear of 
tatiguing his delicate perſon, ever the firſt 
object of his attention; but, as he would 


afterwards lounge upon a ſopha, with | 


Lady Elizabeth, the reſt of the evening, 
ſhe was indifferent how little he danced. 


A decided flirtation was now eſtabliſhed 
| between this pair, which all her family 

ſedulouſly encouraged. Indeed, Lord 
Fontelieu, whoſe manly character deſpiſed 
ſuch a little effeminate being, would not 
have been troubled with his company in 
travelling to England, but with the hope, 
that he might bring about a match be- 
tween him and his ſiſter ; who, he heard, 
had been ſo unfortunate in her endea- 

Uo vours 
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man as free from vice as from virtue, 
but who was, in many "reſpects, com- 


probably rejoice to accept of Sir Harry 
pletely ridiculous. 


Paragon, with his immenſe income 


- 
"Bur 


CHAP. 


AP. 


165 


' CHAP. IX. 


ONE evening, after Emma had been 
engaged in a very long converſation with 
Lord Miramont, during which the words, 
J love, ſeemed to hover on his lips, 
though an unaccountable ſomething 
ſeemed always to prevent their getting 
further, ſhe felt her ſpirits ſo much 
agitated, that,” when ſhe retired to her 
room after ſupper, ſhe could not bring 
herſelf to go to bed. 


To calm this perturbation, the had re- 
courſe to a book; and ſhe had read two 


hours, when, rifing to undrefs, ſhe ob- 
ſerved an extraordinary light, in a window 


oppoſite ta her chamber, which ſhe knew 
belonged to Lord Miramont's apartment. 


The old manſion; at Wilmington, was 
built in a quadrangular form: the whole 


of 
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lawn; and, over their rooms, the ſervants, 


was very full of company, the furniture 


allotted to male gueſts; and theſe looked 
into a ſpacious court, as did thoſe oppoſite 


ſome and commodious bed-chambers and 
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of the South front was appropriated to 
the family; all their windows faced the 


immediately about their perſons, alſo 
were lodged: the reſt in a building de- 


tached from the houſe. The apartments 
to the North, facing a long avenue, were 


ſeldom uſed, excepting when the houſe 


of theſe being quite in the old-faſhioned 
ſtyle, and much the worſe for wear.— 
The Eaſtern apartments were, in general, 


to them, where there were ſeveral hand- 
dreſſing- rooms: here Emma was lodged; 


and adjoining to her's was a ſmall room, 
occupied by an old houſe-keeper, who; 


was laid up with the rheumatiſm ; and, 
_ excepting her, there was not a creature 


elſe in that quarter, t 


A long gallery, beginning from the 
Southern ſide of the quadrangle, extended 
all along three ſides of it; but owing to 


' "IT © 


a whim of Lady Wiimington's, who had 


the door. bricked up on the Weſt, be- 


cauſe it was near her dreſſing- room, there 
was no communication between the 


quarter ſhe inhabited, and that in the 


occupation of Emma, unleſs by traverſing 


the whole extent of the gallery. 


Emma ſeeing this extraordinary light 


proceed from Lord Miramont's chamber, 


which increaſed prodigiouſly as ſhe ſtood 


watching it, was convinced the room 


muſt be on fire; for, a very little while 


| before this glare of light ſtruck her, that 


whole quarter of the quadrangle had been -; 
involved i in entire darkneſs. | 


Terrified to death, i well aware, from 5 | 
the arrangement of the family, that no 


mortal, ſave the old helpleſs houſekeeper, 
could hear her, if ſhe rang the bell, ſne 


flew 
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flew precipitately along the gallery, 
ſcreaming out, Fire, fire! — the ſmell 
of this, as ſhe advanced, too well con- 
firming her fears. 
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A dead flence, however, continued: 
ſhe only heard the echo of her own voice ; 
and, puzzled to know which of the doors 
ſhe faw, belonged to Lord Miramont's 
chamber, ſhe knocked indiſcriminately 
at all; but ſtill nobody heard her. She 
redoubled her cries as her alarm increaſed, 
till a little ſqueaking voice, which ſhe 
knew to be Sir Harry's, exclaimed, © Lard* 
Lard! what's the matter?“ 
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* Ol: the "EY is on fire!“ pile 
ſhe :—© Ah! Lord Miramont! which f is 


his room?“ 5 rr re 
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„O! ſhocking ! horrible !” cried Sir 
Harry :—* I ſhall either catch my death 
of cold, or be burned in my bed.” | 
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Emma, regardleſs of him, . 
vociferating, <« fire!” with all her might, 8 
and thumping violently at a door, which 
ſhe diſcovered, by the light through the. 
key-hole, to be that of the room (doubt- 
leſs Lord Miramont's) where the fire 
blazed ; then, redoubling her cries at the 
door of the Baronet, ſhe conjured. him to 
nile, 0 and haſten to — PE: | 


N 


With _ indeſeribable, he recol- | 


lected to have heard the Marquis ſay, 


that, during his firſt fleep,. the noiſe of a 
cannon would ſcarcely : rouſe him. What 
then was to be done ?—for all her efforts, 
hitherto, to wake him had been ineffec- | 
tual. Sick at heart, ſhe exclaimed, . 
my God !—he will be burned there | is 
no poſlibility of faving him !” 5 


She Laker ry have, opened the door, but 
the had; the preſence. of mind to. refrain, 
for fear the ſudden entrance of air from 
without, might make the flames rage 
fiercer within. 13630 Han 1 4.3, 2 

Vor. — >. — 


i 


. 


+ a 


P 
* 


> ² ˙ — ——Kͤ«c„ 22 
2 3 = = 
E — n rr —— — 
we 14 j — 
© : þ A my _ 


bY 1 
P 4 
122 = . © ar 
q EY —— — 
F 
= — 2 - — * 
- - — —— 
ICID 


. 


- —— * 7 * * 0 


— IC x I . => ie — 
B:... PET 
— — eee ED” — 8 


— 


A 23 


2 2 
8 —— —L—d 
— 205. uy a, 


I 


5 = 
. 


= 


— . 


= = 


— 


—— . —„V 


1 Ba. — 2 5 OE 


— 


— Ws 


— 
ry == 


1 * 
n 
1 ah 
n ih 4 
«Pug 
„ (IAIN 
l * 
16 
rin 
i 1 On 
( * ns + 
* ier 
j 1 4.68 
x mn 
* - 41 uy 14 
a wy 
as 4; N 1 N. 
1 5 6 * 1 
2 * * 
ien 
i 8-8 
PI 
X, 01 
4 4 ll 
1 * 
+ I. , 
7 , 
I 
EF A 
3 4 ' : 
ol a 
19 
0 Tas 
Oh ? 
L he - 
| 
1 
" 1 
5 4 
$ * 
CIS 
__ 4 
f N x7 
5 . Ag 7 
2 
7 n 
5 {it 
} 
1 
US, } 
+4 4 
5 
MT 7 
4 if 
IP "i; 
_—_—_ 
7 | 
„ 
p al 1 N. 
* 7 
7 # 14 * 
414 10 
* 1 of 
| RT HF 
a Y 
i bi 
F . 
10 0 
A . 7 479 
w 414 
LF 
7 
I" i 
* Kt 
Gi * 
Kh 
4 
y 
5 
EY 4 
1 
* f 4 
4 
T * 
17 
EI 
> * 
. 
bu 8 EH. 
* 5 bo. 
9 
192 47 
ee 
*" 4x 
>. 43 
+." 


Et nooner 5 
1 : ORs — — 
8 EEE 
- YI - 
= A — — —e— 
. EY” 
22 "JS — — — 
—_ 2 8 — — 
— > -. 


= . 
baths © — 
= 
* 
— 
— —.— 
== = = 
— — 
—— 
— 2 
2 N 2 
— — 


r - 
- — 
— . 


n © 
12 
— — 


— Sal; 


— — 
— - vx 


TEE DIO BEES 
— 


Ee WC Is 

— — — r= 

>% ——— — 
—— — . 


At Tength: juſt as ſhe Was burrying, 
half frantic, towards Lady Wilmington's 


quarter of the houſe, Sir Harry appeared 
in the gallery, with a poker in bis hand; 


and now he added his efforts to her's, to 
awaken Lord Miramont ; but no ſooner 


did the Baronet ſee the light of thei flames 


under the door, than his alarm for him - 


ſelf induced him to run off, as faſt as his 
ſlender legs could carry him: at that in- 
ſtant, however, the light, falling full on 
Lord Miramont's eyes, awoke bim, and 


he returned ſome” confuſed anſwer, to 


Emma s loud exhortàtions to him to ariſe; 


whilſt, to her unſpeakable en ſhe 


heard ein moving out of bed. 


| : She nüt retreated, in all haſte, that he 


might, without indelicacy, quit his room 
directly ; and away ſhe flew in queſt of 
the ſervants, Sir Harry, in the mean 
while, had run to their rooms, and giving 
them the alarm, it ſoon became general. 
Emma met ſome cufftiing towards the 
gallery, w whilſt others' haſtened to work 
in. | 22289 ths 
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hand, gave hopes that the flames would 
N venere, ee een | 


ſhe heard giving directions to the ſervants, 


3 them. 


In a ſhort: tine, an account was brought 
that the fire was put out, after deſtroying 
no more than the furniture of Lord Mira- 


—_— 


cd » 


the great thickneſs of the walls, ring 
amen its ſpreading eee 


7 


culous cofume ſome of the family exhi- 
bited, though terror: made — wholly 
eben, of it. 


me fire engine; which, being near at 


By this time Lady Wikoingin 2 
Lady Elizabeth were rouſed, and they 

hurried down ftairs. Emma, tod, being 
| eaſy about Lord Miramont, whoſe voice 


mont's chamber, and an adjoining cloſet ;_ 


— bullle and confuſion of - 
ſcene, an unintereſted ſpectator might 
have found: cauſe for laughter, in the ridi- 


1 o 
* 
- . 2 
_ 
. ot . N 
_- pa A 
7 
- 
* 


— N 
' " 
Ws | 
«þ 
I 4 
4 ©. 
iN 
bt: 
f 
45 
14. 
10 
A\ 
In 
4 10 
0 . * 
255 
A ; o 
/-61 W's 5 
4 F * A, 
14 = 
h 4" 4 
4+ 
«+144 
\ oy N 
1. * 
5 
4 
SY r 
U 
ii 
'N : 
[3 
* 
1 
* 
T5 
Ss 
v 
$74 : 
*- 
LW 
7 £ 
+ ÞE ; 
+x 
„ 
5 YL : 
7 N 
» FF 7 " 
4; KEE 
f I. 
1 Wo © 
i; 18 
q Te Ty 
5 12 4 
aner 
h £ * 
n 
72 v 
© ©: | 
YN 1 1 
. 
wi 4 - 
1 » 5 N 5 
1 
een 
: K f 
, << 
1 y 
: bY | 
8 | 
TT. 
44 
2 is + 
z % 8 
>, 
a » 1 
14 N 
3 1 
19 74 
1 5 
. » 
| ++ # Th 
$ : Ty a 
; 4 k 
1 
1 
: , i 
WE 1 IT 
4% | 
7 j 
117 
3 
7 * 
1 
: - p 
' ' T'% 
E , : 

( 
11 7 3 
119 
* . 
, — 

* 
9 L : 
4 4 
1145 
4 0 
I * 
| 
v7 a 


1 

1 15 

k 8 4 

* * 
TY 14 
7 

8 


— 
-— 


\ 


= - — 
4, oy p 2 
* I = 
pe 2 > Ra 
= — — pms. 
2 — S 
> - of a tl 
— 9 - — _ 
— — SIZES =. : yr 
2's. ">. RI 2 
* — 


95 10 The Counteſs, ** never appeared at 
any time, till ſhe was dreſſed with the ut- 

mloſt preciſion, retained her uſual. digni- 
fied air in her night- cap; in other reſpects, 
[as and her daughter were very lightly 
clad, only the latter had taken care of her 
ſhoulders, having une a a flannel. ;pet- 
ticoat * them. 
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Emma hh who "Soy" never. r undreſſed, 
ee as uſual. | 


But the a unhappy, biegt i in ap- 
pearance, was Sir Harry Paragon ; he ſat 


5 *&. 7 


— — in a corner, dreading that for- 

midable catch-cold which was ſeldom out 
We of his thoughts -his teeth were 
. chatter; the pretty pink bloom of his 
# F cCheeks was totally gone, and, what could 
= be leſs eaſily accounted for, his dark eye- 
1 1 brows. + His chintz ni ight-gawn.! lined with 
i  . roſe-coloured ſarſenet, now, alas] afforded 
_ him, little comfort, for it was very inef- 
2H eee 


being forced to riſe (as he ſaid) when in 
a ſtate of perſpiration, made him break 


patience, the concern he expreſſed; for 


be whole ma ag 


great coat, with a handkerchief bound 


ellgence, to Set it under. n tht 20k 
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fectual, to keep the cold non his tender 
limbs. £1 fs IHE 8 12 

His apprehenſions of ſome terrible miſ: 
chief to his health, in conſequence. of 


out into the moſt doleful lamentations: 
and much as Lady Wilmington wiſhed to 
court him, ſhe could hardly hear: with 


himſelf, while he ſhewed none for an 
accident, which might have been fatal to 


427 3 
21. 


1538 ee * 1 in a 


round his hand, which was a little burned, 
only made his appearance for a minute, 
before the fire was extinguiſhed; haſten - 

to thagaſſiſtance of his couſin; who 
n ployed all his — _ in- 
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1 1b me. had been occaſioned by the 
—_ eo of Lord Miramont's ſervant, 
_ who had left a candle burning on a table 
WW in the dreſling-clolet, within his G's 
: chamber. | 


* LETT 
— — — —— 
— — ; = 


Al danger being now over, and ano 
ther chamber being prepared for the Mar- 
quis, every body retired to reſt: Emma 
devoutly thanking the Almighty, for hav- 

ing made her the inſtrument, of ſaving her 
_ beloved Lord OW e fen inevitable 
_ deſtruftion. 


Afﬀter a night of ſuch alarm, it may 
eaſily be imagined the company did not 
_ aſſemble till very late the next day. As | 
E uma was crofling the hall, Lord Mira- 
= mont appeared at an oppoſite door; he 
inſtantly flew to her, and catching her in 
WW his me, — Charming prajggrer of my 

2 nie, eried he, * excellent e e 
here let me ſwear to you eternat bo * 
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Emma, bluſhing and amazed, _ 
diſengaged herſelf from his hold ; but he 
ſeized her hand, which he repeatedly 
kiſſed in deſpite of her reſiſtance. For- 
give this freedom, ſweet Emma,” con- 


tinued he, “ but I can no longer reſtrain 


my feelings; —my full heart will burſt, if 
not relieved. Oh, I muſt and will tell 
you, that 1 love—that 1 idolize—that I 
adore you!” 5 


12 fp at leaft, to n. out 
more than 4 few words, expreſſing the 


ſatisfaction ĩt Benin wann given ae to bs | 


„Oh. I dave „ Mnumerable to fa * bl 


to you,! cried he; but I hear voices j— 
Linuſt k ave leiſure to open my whole heart 

„ eet Emma: to-night, — 
dah tlie card patty is begun. Iwill. 
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mor, hardly knowing what ſhe did, made 


were there; but Lord Fontelieu ſoon 


dered a ſervant to go and fell him break- 
faſt was ready. | 


> _—- 
A footman coming by, ſtopped the end 
of his ſentence, and Emma, all in a tre- 


the beſt of her way to the breakfaſt-room, 
whither he followed her in a few minutes. 
Only the Counteſs and her daughter 


joined them: and after the firſt ſalutations 
and mutual congratulations on their late 
eſcape had paſſed, Lady Wilmington, 
obſerving ſhe did not ſee Sir Harry, or- 


72 The ſervant returned with Sir Harry 
Paragon's reſpects, and that he choſe to 


take his breakfaſt in bed. The terror, 
fatigues, and cold of the paſt night, hav- 
- ing nut "—_ bs Ape e eee 
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c Poor. elaaure ! Pt: ald 1858 Mievmorit 


he really ought to be kept in a box 


ſtuffed with cotton; and then, Elizabeth, 


177 


you might divide your attention between 
him and your dormouſe,—fit age 
for each other.” > | 7% 
. Indeed, couſin, it is monſtrous rod 
of you,” cried ſhe, angrily, to joke in 
this manner; I wiſh you would mind 
your own buſineſs. As for Sir Harry, he 
is much to be pitied for the extreme det 
licacy of his conſtitution; but, becauſe 
you arè as ſtrong as a horſe yourſelf, you 
never feel for other. al 


« I am fare,” refilled he, © Sir Harry 
diſpenſes every body elſe from this care 
5 WW in regard to him, his only ſolicitude being 


LO for himſelf. Laſt night, during our alarm, 
r, the poſfibility of catching cold, and that 
1 


there was a chance of his travelling necef- 
ſaire, and all the apparatus of his toilet, 

being burned, n his moſt anxious 
. | thoughts,” - N | : 
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Lady Wilmington, deſirous to turn off 
this converſation, ſtarted another ſubject. 
She mentioned, with great encomiums, 
the preſence of mind and perſevering zeal 
Emma bad ſhewn, at a time when moſt 
young people would have been rendered 
inactive by terror.—* I do believe,” cried 
the, © this houſe, ſtrong as it is, would 
have ſuffered conſiderably, but for Miſs 

| Mourtray s courage and vigilance: and 
yon, Miramont, certainly owe your life 
ro her.” 
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* J welt know it,” replied he, “ and 
mever—never ſhall J forget it. What J 
fee} on the occaſion, I have, in part, en- 
deavoured to exprefs already to Miſs 
Mourtray; but what I have yet forborne 
-to fay,” added he, with a ſignificant 
glance at Emma, © ber mtelligent mind 
cannot fail _ r | 
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5 « Varph! pit is very proper,” ſaid 
Lady Wilmington, ce that you ſhould feel 
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grateful; büt you cannot doubt that Miſs 


Mourtray's humanity would have been 
n, active in regard to aniy body « elle. 


* 


9 Perhaps not equally aftive,” though 
Emma. | 


| ladyE Elizabeth; who owed bond Mi- | 
ramont a grudge for having fidiculed the 
effeminacy of her lover, meditated giving 
him a ſide- ſtroke; ſo, turning to Emma, 
> ſhe ſaid, „There is one thing I ſhould | 
like to know; and I wondet it did not 
ſtrike every body laft night as very odd |--- 
How came it to paſs, Miſs Mourtray, that 
you were then completely dreſſed ? 


I had not been in bed, Madam, and 
was on the point of undreſſing when I 
faw an ey cid in the window op- 
un to mine. 4 
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i « Why i you fit up fo hte?” 2 
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« I was reading, Madam.“ 
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e How romantic and pretty !—and, 
then, to crown all, an adventure * 

« Fie, fie, Elizabeth l- aid Lady 
Wilmington, gravely; © what you are 
pPleaſed to call an adventure, and mention 
Wo. | | as if it had been an agreeable” circum- 
_ ſtance, might tines: been a en. ne 
pe IMNG ir ef) ob 
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be oer Elizabeth „ ſaid 3 Mira- 
mont, ironically ſmiling, © let me recom- 
WW mend to you, to go and look after your 
_ little dormouſe—all in good time, I hope 
= you will have the large one as s ſnugly 1 in 
_ your pallet ion. ni 7 a Sed 19 - 


Way Elizabeth, with hi Abe ks 
than uſual with rage, flounced out of 


the room, ſaying, the did not under- 
_ ſtand him 17! 2? 5 ELEC ALL 


Late 
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Late in the evening Sir Harry ventured Þþ 
to emerge from his retreat: his face was ⁵ 


reſtored: to its wonted- appearance ; but 1 

his perſon was cloſely buttoned up in a I: 
| 1 25 — | 13 

pea- green ſilk pelz/e, lined with ſable— 8 


The ſight of him chaſed away bar of 
Lady Elizabeth's ill humour. 


Na RIFT his little 1 what 
was paſſing, impatiently longed for the 
entrance of the card-table, .as the time 

was approaching, which promiſed. to be 
deciſive of her fate, The whole day ſhe 
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therefore, \ was not propoſed. 


Yo had thought of nothing but the declara- . 
x tion, ſo long wiſhed for, that the Maggs . 
= bad made 1 in the morning, Dh \ [ | 
| The. evening, Fe wore away; ; 1 
cards were not named; for the event of 14 

ler the preceding night ſeemed to have. un- if 
of hinged all the company: none of their 
er- minds were tuned to harmony ; * muſic IC, ; 
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5 n 2, 
But, at laſt, Lady Wilmington began to 
to arrange her card party, when Emma 
trembled for fear Lord Miramont ſhould 
not be able to axcale himſelf from playing 


1 ottutarcdy, Lady Wilmington bad not 
forgotten the late ſparring ſcene between 
him and her daughter; and, to prevent . 
any renewal of this, the purpoſely left 
him out, taking Lord Fontelieu for her 

|, own partner, and leaving Lady Elizabetn 
Þ | to Sir 57 Rs 
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As toon as the rubber was begun, 
Lord Miramont joined Emma, who, as 
uſual, ſat working at her frame, near one 
of the chimnies, far removed from the 
card-table, whick was cloſe to the other: : 
and the drawing - room being ſixty feet 
long, little approhenfior could be enter- 
tained, that their coliferlativn: ſhovid be 
overheard. 
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No ſooner had Lord Miramont taken a 
feat by her ſide, than he ſaid, in a low 
voice, I have fo much to fay—ſo much 
to explain, my dear Mifs Mourtray, that 
E tremble, leſt you ſhould not have * 
tience to end to me.” 1 

„No great fear of that,” thought 
Emma; but the kept —_ and he * 
ceeded. 


Vo 5 ſuſpect bow long 1 * 


loved you; for, till lately, I will honeſtly 


own, I tried to ſuppreſs my inclination, 
But, almoſt from the beginning of our ac- 
quaintance, I felt attracted towards you, 


by an impulſe difficult to reſiſt; yet cem _ 
tain reaſons, added to a fooliſh prejudice 


I had imbibed againſt matrimony, deter- 


mined me to ſmother this growing paſſion, ' 


fo incompatible. with wy: habits of life, 
and 2 „ * A 
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184. - 1 
Lord Miramont pauſed; he ſeemed em- 
barraſſed: but ſoon recovering himſelf, * 
know not why,” continued he, I ſhould 
give you a detail of the progreſs of my 
ſentiments; therefore I will cut it ſhort, 
and only add, that I was very near diſ- 
covering them to you, during our laſt 
Interview at my aunt” s, in town. For 
when I heard you were going into the 
country, I could ſcarcely forbear. throw- 
ing myſelf at your feet, and- conjure you 
to ſtay,—and ſtay for my ſake: but, at that 
= inſtant, a moſt cruel recollection ſealed 
* my lips. —You departed, and I became 
/  miſerable.---I felt like one of thoſe wretch- 
ed ghoits deſcribed in poetry, wandering 
about in deſpair, becauſe their bodies: A - 
not yet received the ſepulchral rites.— 
| Nothin g nee g an me. 
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Here Echnin raiſed; hee, oyes: tre 
him; thoſe beautiful eyes, ſo expreſſive 
of her thoughts. He ſeemed to under- 


Rand their 8 for he repeated, 
"with 
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9 
with energy—“ Nothing, upon my ho- 
nour | In this comfortleſs ſtate I remained, 
til Fontelieu arrived from abroad, and 


| aſked me to come e hither, 


— 


? 


0 A all have ſaid, 1 860. not tell 


you, with what joy I accepted an invita- 


tion, which would give me an opportu- 
nity. of ſeeing you. I came, however, 


without any fixed project how I ſhould 
act: but how could I dwell under the 
ſame roof with you, and remain unde- 
cided? In ſhort,” each day, each hour, 
you became dearer to me; I found I co tt! 
no longer live without you; and yet I 


had a reaſon why I wiſhed to defer ex- 


plaining - myſelf: but the kind intereſt 
you took in my preſervation, entirely 


threw me off my guard, and I Could no 


longer retain-a ſecret, which, a thouſand 
times before, had been on the point of 
eſcaping. Now, if I may preſume to 
think J am not indifferent to you; if you 
will encourage me to hope. . . Ah! ſpeak | 
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my "PROP" Emma 1 me but a look! 4 
Sone look e 


Emma timidly raiſed 1 her bluſhing face, | 
but ſhe could not . | 


5 


am to interpret your ſilence, for your eyes 
are averted from me. Having now ex- 
plained my ſentiments, judge how morti- 
fying it is to me to be forced to add. 
His voice faltered ; he ſeemed extremely 
agitated; vrhilſt ſhe, with mingled alarm 
and ainazentent, ſcarcely ventured to 
_ | breathe, for fear of e a wore of mat 
was nemme 


* That than by an a impediment,” con 
Unbad he; * a fatal obſtacle .. . which 
prevents me, at preſent, from daring 
to ſolicit the Honour of Four hand: 
but. ie FE i wol 


ich 
ing 


«Then why, my Lord,” interrupted 


Emma, eagerly; why, then, hold this 
improper e to me: W 


- 


0 Have patience, L conjure you, deareft 


Miſs Mourtray : the obſtacle I allude to 
is not inſurmountable; it muft and ſhall 
be conquered; though, I fear, this will 
not be done without great difficulty 


Would to Heaven I could, with honour, 


develope to you this myſtery But wrong 
me not, I beg, nor yet yourſelf, by ſup- 

poſing that I ſhould preſume to addreſs 
you, if my views were not ſttictly honour- 
able. Allow. me but to hope, that when 


no obſtacle exits, you will be mine 
Let me but feel ſecure of your heart, and 


then I ſhall proceed with alacrity, and 
either I will die, or be yout's. Speak, 
therefore, my deareſt Emma |—let me hear 

what J have to ps a ess 


| Daring U the Pa 4 this conver- 
baden, Emma could ſcarcely conceal the 
| 4 . 
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| gelightful ſenſations Ry aroſe in her | 
mind; but gradually they faded away, to 
make room for diſtruſt, mortification, and 


anger. She thought the Marquis trifled 


with her: if he was not engaged to ano- 
ther, what obſtacle could there be to his 

marrying? She ſaid, therefore, with an 
offended air, What can I ſay, Lord 


Miramont; what can you expect from 


met Surely, not to When to FINE ambigy- 
.ous language 217 Lava 


| Th FE os Al; LG HF ? 


% Good: S le- deres resse doubt of 


my honour ? If I were free, I would this 
moment kneel at your feet, and never 
riſe, till I had engaged your ee to vo 


open mine.“ T e 


„ — 2 * . 1 Þ if "I. a . + I a 5 0 
13 [3 : 3 SHY 113411 A. 
F 


I « But, ſince yourtay you are not free, 
Lord Miramont, it ill becomes you to 
continue this ſubject; and I — de- 
eline hearing __ more on it. | 


19 \ o 2 74 7 
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Emma now made a motion to riſe, but 
— Oh Heaven!“ ex- 
claimed he; how coldly, how cruelly 


he detained her: 


vou ſpeak vou know not the torture 


you inflict. Ah! wherefore did you ſave 
my life laſt night, if that Gs is f no 


value to ou "Ep 


FO. 


5 - 

1 [4 — : "= 2 
0 : : : ö 6874 
. 


- The nee 5 — e a 


her : : ſhe! apprehended the card party 
heard his words; and, ſummoning cou- 
rage to ſpeak ingenuouſly, ſhe ſaid, in a 


low and ſoftened voice, your life, cer- 
tainly, is of no ſmall value to all who 


know you; but, as your Lordſhip's fitua- 


tion appears involved in unaccountable 
obſcurity, you muſt excuſe my refuſing to 


engage my affections, while . there is a £ 


doubt of your wen, at ere to ſolicit! 
them.” a 0003 $i LOR 


1 


x #4 SH ® a 4 1 1344 4 
8 3 "4 33 * 4 1 5 ; 

> 4 Fi „ 4 44 &. # © + LF SIS » X 
. S ++ * . * $- &? * * 4 "7 * L - » i 


1 


* Gracious Powers!” exclaimed he, 


„what. can I ſay to convince you of the 


renne of wy love? 1 acknowkedge,” mw 
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it, tilt I had removed 


avowing 


delayed 


I 3 


es: this was my 


fixed reſolve; and, I ſolemnly proteſt; 


ſhould have adhered to it, had I not met 
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"A 
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— ES 


; vrhen my heart, glow- 


erning 


th tenderneſs and grat 


you this m 


= 


— ge of hg 


— — — — — _— 


5 = = 


6, could 


contain itſelf no longer. But, for God's 


itud 


* 


ing wi 


2 
— 


* 


& of me 


with yqur wonted candour and genero- 


ſity, and rather pity than blame me. 
Reſerve, I implore you, that heart, ſo 


4 ? 
— 4 


= —— 8 
5 — = EE IST SS IX 


expreſſibly dear to me, till I am at liberty 


— 


* 


1 
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to claim it. Ohl then, how happy I ſhall | 


be!” | 
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ſevere pang, had the reſolution to 


ſilent 
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card table, where, ſitting down by Lady 
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tinued | 


Imington, ſhe con 


till ſupper. 
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— than did that of the Marquis. 
Emma faw it but too clearly : ſhe herſelf” 
felt miſerable and uncomfortable beyond 


3 cxpreflion; yet, amid the gloom of her 


thoughts, ſelf-approbation diffuſed one 


conſoling ray: Juſt ſo,” ſaid ſhe, men- 


q tally, © would my father have counſelled 
: 


me to aft. However weak I feel, fill 1 
have not betrayed the tenderneſs of my 


— heart to a man, who avowed: that he was 


not free to fue for it. Had 1 done this, 


= then, indeed, I ſhould 8 deſpica- 
7 | ble to en * 
" 


} ; 


obſerver; not to perceive that ſomething 
extraordinary had paſſed between ber 


| forbore to notice it. 


But Si u e in his little 
ſqueaking voice, exclaimed; © Mais mon 


made" 2 ſlenoe (ff 


Lady: Wilmington. 1 was too eue an 


nephew and her — ann nn | 
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Dieu hat ails you both have 1 
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Miſs Mourtray,“ ſaid Lady Elizabeth, 
taking upon herſelf to anſwer for her, 
<« feels the effects of her terrible alarm 
laſt night, and bend —— the contre 
coup. n Mor UBTOO S- GE nt 

CCC | 
© It is not at all ſurprizing,” ſaid Lord 
Fontelieu, in his uſual grave manner, 
that any of us ſhould look ill and jaded, 
after our late diſturbance ; therefore, if I 
might preſume to adviſe, we ſhould all 
retire er. W Rubi > 


This motion met with general = appro- 
bation, and was adopted. During the 
whole night, however, Emma found it 
impoſſible to cloſe her eyes. So diſagree- 
able and unexpected a termination of all 
the fond hopes ſhe had cheriſhed ſo long, 
and thought ſo near being realized, filled 
her with |angutſh and diſappointment.— 
In vain ſhe racked her brains, to form 
ſome gueſs, what this impediment might 
rt which had thus ſtarted up, and which 
6:48) 5 | 4.4 Low 


ght 
1 ch 


ord 


* 


Lord W aid honour forbade him 


to explain. That Lady Fredville was, in 


ſome manner, implicated in this, ſhe had 
no doubt; but.how, as ſhe was a married 
woman, ſhe could not conceive. . 
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t ty CHAP. X. 


WHILE « one event had ty 3 


following in ſucceſſion to another, at 


Wilmington, a plan had been arranging, 
at Downton, extremely * to Mrs. 


\ 


The month of October, which had 
begun ſo fine, was now ending very in- 
differently, and the cold weather brought i 


on a return of her complaint in her hip: 
the Colonel, too, was ſeized with the 


gout; and, as theſe nvalids could no 
longer meet, grievous lamentations echoed 


2 through the houſes of each. No mitiga- 


tion could be procured for their ſuffer- 
ings, till Miſs Thornley, whoſe thoughts, 
ever employed for the benefit of others, 


ſuggeſted to them the idea of going to 


Bath, for a month or ſix weeks. Both 


198 8 ET 


coi th gh, but neither poſſeſſed | 


\ / 


2 the means of executing it. 


i 


But this difficulty ſhe was prepared to 


remove; for having been for ſome time 


Kodwiling; out of her little fortune, what 
ſhe thought would be ſufficient to ſur- 


prize her brother and ſiſter, ſome day, 


with the preſent of a-ſecond-hand- poſt- 
chaiſe, ſhe naturally offered them this 
money, as if it had been their due, to 


defray the extraordinary expenſes of a 
Bath expedition. 


Without is ſlighteſt ſcruple they con- 


ſented to avail themſelves of her genero- 
ſity, provided ſhe would prevail upon 
their friend, Mrs. Mourtray, to be of the. 1 
party; when, if Miſs Thornley would + 4 i 
pay the houſe-rent, they agreed the two Wh 
families Wau club e for their. 
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No perſuaſy ; were neceſſary to induce 
Mrs. Mourtray to aſſent to this propoſal : 
the ſtate of her health, alone, ſhe thought 
juſtified her acceptance of it; but ſhe 
was ſomewhat embarraſſed what to da 
| eoncerning her daughter, as ſhe had juſt 
 canſented that ſhe ſhould prelong ber 
-yifit to Lady Wilmington, though ſhe 
began (eſpecially ſince ſhe had been in- 
diſpoſed) to be very anxious for her com- 
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This Miſs Thornley thought perfectly 
natural, and that it would be a thouſand 
en not to give this beautiful girl an 
opportunity of ſeeing, and being ſeen, in 
7 @ gay a place as Bath; whither, ſhe ſup· 
poeaſed, ſhe would iphaitely prefer going, 
dan to remain in ſhire; and Mrs. 
1 eee was of the ama: wiel. 
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This what Shops! was no * ſot- 
tled by theſe Ladies than Peter was diſ- 
patched to Wilmington. | Early in the 
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morning, therefore, after Emma had gaſſed. 
fas Before mentioned) a moſt wretched 
night, ſhe received a note from her mo- 
ther, deſiring her, with proper apologies } 
to Lady Wilmington, to come home the 
day following, as ſhe had reſolved that 8 ; 
they ſhould accompany the Thornleys t 
X Bath, where a houſe already: y v 0 = 
„ for their vgs git, ig k 8 | 


1 
4 


: | That the hopes: of 3 they a. lies 
amuſement, had partly determined her to 


eritical moment of her life, to leave ths. 
Mae in diſtreſs and unhappy ; ; but 
: K 3 | alſo 


* 


y WM remove thither, beſides thinking that the 

d waters might do her good, as ſhe Rad # 

"wy flying gout about her; and, as ſhe pur- 

in poſed ſetting out on her journey the en 

* of the week, ſhe wiſhed to have e Emma 

g. at r Doiwhton 4 to pare for K. PU. 6, 
Ss. * , who £25 ans 
= | this note. She was not only, in the moſy 
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alſo to go, at a time when ſhe was not 
perfectly ſatisfied with him, and with way 


mind perplexed and uneaſy, td Bath ; 
mix in frivolous amuſements! RE 


„ , CY 
* 


dons. however, Keg lier mother 
ſeemed to her indiſpenſable ; and, con- 
formably to this, ſhe anſwered her note. 


— With a heavy heart ſhe went down 
to breakfaſt, at which the gentlemen did 


not appear; for as the day was too bad 


por the ladies to take their uſual exerciſe 


out of doors,. the former went out a 
ſhooting, Sir- Harry excepted, who pre- 


ferred remaining all the morning in his 


kh 


cl 4 : 


* now. ed Lady Wilming- 


ton, of the ſummons ſhe had received to 


return to Downton; and not daring. 8 
ſpeak much, leſt ſhe ſhould burſt into 


tears, ſhe gaye her en her mother's 


woke: to read. C 
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The Counteſs, as ſhe returned it, MY 
faid, © _ well; you ſhall have the 


carriage.” 


She was not, however, ſo indifferent 


in this matter as ſhe appeared; for the 
fire ſcene, and ſome glances ſhe had caſt 
on her nephew and Emma during the 


intereſting ſcene, by the tent ſtitch frame, 


had as clearly developed to her what 
was going on, as if ſhe had heard the 
whole; though ſhe could not at all ac- 3 
count, for the melancholy looks of the | 
lovers at e . | 


© 2B l me had already woah ru #2 
minating, on what pretext ſhe ſhould ſend 

Emma away; when, to her agreeable ſur WM 
prize, ſhe found herſelf Nee from fur 1 


ther W 


BY 42, 


But Lady Elizabeth, who had not been 
quite out gf her ſulky fit, immediatel7 
| alſumed apparent good humour, for again 
| , - ES. — 


% 
r 
77 ͤ too + 


2 — - 
L — = 
HAR CS. 2 — 
2 — —— — — 
— — 
=: - * 


: * . 

5 | 5 
W 1 F 
2 . Dr 1 — — 8 _ 
Abad BE, a r ” —— ths 
—— Web Per. 1 7 S = - : 

I a us x 
— 4 
IS —_ 2 * 


= © = = - 
E "4,6. PSI | * 2 


. 6. 
* 22 ibs — — —— 


— —— * vo. 


_ yo — — —— —_ — * * — 
5 —— — — — — 4 —— — 
.... . . RE. 
0 2 . _—_ — — - q EP 2 2 pr _ . 


: r 
„ : MD. © ag. _—_ 
RY — — LAS .. vu 3 ©. * g — 
2 ga 4 — 


1 


N 
0 
£7 
f; 
64 * 
1 
! 

e 
1 
7% * 
; 

+ 

IJ 

. « 

. 

I 
U 

me .! 

114 1 

Ly \ 

q 

a 1 
15 
14.4.4. 

: "1 ? 

. 

7 

9:72 

MM 

2. Ev 4 
* V 

8 Pa 

1 ＋ 

A008 

WR 
1 [i 
2+ 

; 
149 
1 
914 
. 
12 
pots 
4 
: "Ft 
4: = 
1 

1 * 
I 
1. 5 
my 
. X 
1 # 
* - 

Wie 

METH: 
11 
1 
5 - 
'E 

N 

A. 
1 
þ 

PV 

: e 

«+ A 
13 
4351+: 

„ 

* 

108 
i N 

1 
1 5 
ti 

vs 

e 1 
* LI . 

. - 

15 WP: 

e 

4 #1 

Of 

K 
197 
11 4 

337 
ol, 5 

wy nt: 

; { 

1 

* IT 

"$35 it 

1 
414 
1 
1 4 
i 
E, 

74 

Nr. 

a . | 
1 
5. 4 
Ms 1! 
” 

. x 7 

© $4 [i * 
. 
+ | 
7 
ha 
. 

: 
} 
1 7 
} 
194 

* 

a 4 
LY 
4's 
„ , 
10 
1 
$i if 
4 4 

Wa 4 

TF1 4 
+ 

* 

1 
A þ 

10 
157 
* 
9 
by 
i 
: 
s 


all the incomveniencies of Emma's depar- 
ture ſtruck her forcibly ; fo, with affected 
ſweetneſs, ſhe ſaid, ** Muſt you, indeed, 
go, dear Emma ? Is it abſolutely neceflary 
you ſhould nnn Mrs. — to 
Baih?“ e BY: . 


- % 


+ wa ' Certainly,” aid Lady Witmington, 


fternly : © do you fuppoſe Miſs Mourtray | 


would let her con who is  fiek, go 
without her?“ e BO: LE f 


« Why, 1 thought theſe Thornleys 


were Soing with her.“ 


« Fou thought, indeed! Fray, Keep! 
your thoughts to e Wot 


. Emma ſat "OY onded at the be 
haviour of the 8 dut 22 not. 


- The dinner being on . "tabs before 
the ſportſmen appeared, Emma never ex- 
te a word er the Marquis; but 

ö ; ie | 


While they were at table, Lady Wiking 
ton mentioned, as if by acoident, Emma's 
approaching departure; Lord Miramont = 


was at that inſtant taking a glaſs of wine 


PEO. - . wv eee Hee 


nervous: ade: key people # wit 


+ © © is 


cried Lord Miramont in a rage, vexed 


uy his confuſion _—— be Oe 


* 


not e moths INE. 


Wo gh, and to affect a ſhew of cheer- 
e 


from a ſervant, but he ſpilled half of iu 
over the cloth, and his: me den as - 


ER ms, tick agitation, ne 8 
ferior to his, tried in vain to hamrawaya 


© What the 2 Fg you: 3 2 


Hey 


you fmell my Eau do Wann bs” 4 of 


8. No | nothing! 2 all 12 am 0 11 2 a W © 4 
ſwered the Baronet, alarmed. Silence > F 
_ then enſued; but Lord 1 1 


4 (1 & 
. n 
: 4-7 
bat”. 
; N 2 
as 17 
en 5 *. 
by '4 VT 
3 ; ; 3% 19 
, 1 44 
: ME 
4 (0 
q Ry 
4 1 


fulneſ; but che effort was beyond her 
- ſtrength, and the moment the company 
roſe from the table, ſhe haſtened to her 
chamber; where a ſhower of tears re- 
lieved and enabled her, in-the evening, 
to appear in the drawing-room, with 
| tolerable oat 8 
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| As oon as ton was over, the Counteſs | 
| preſſed her to ſing. Ill as her ſpixits were 
attuned to harmony, politeneſs, and the 
fear of nen induced her to com 
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_— The long drawing-room, where Lady 
_ Wilmington and her company fat every 
evening. poened, by large folding doors 
in its centre, into a circular muſie room; 
Þut Lady Wilmington never in. cold 
+ aber, left her ſtation by the de | 
in the great room, where ſhe could hear 
the muſic as _— as in that) where it \ was 
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This evening ſhe ſat 8 to cards 
earlier than uſual, again leaving her ne- 
phew out of her party ; ; and Emma, having 
finiſhed ſinging, was gathering together 
her muſic books, when Lord Miramont, 
who alone remained i in the room, preſſed 
her to ſing with him a charming duo of 
Jackſon's, with words borrowed, in part, 


from a little piece called Ihe een in 
Cowley: 8; Mitre: „ 
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— | Love is thy eyes for ever plays, | 
„ thy ſnowy boſom ſtrays, . f 
He makes thy roſy lips his care, Y 1 
And walks the mazes of thy hair. F g 
„ Love dwells in ey'ry outward part, e 
T_T Bat, ah! he neyer touch'd thy heart! 
iT Ho diff rent is my fate from thine - 
= No outward marks of love are . 
8 My brow is clouded by deſpairr. 
d | And Grief, Love's bitter foe, is there; © ; 
is But, deep within my glowing foul, 
iT _ reigns and Wet without ee 2 PE 
__ 6 4 GT | Py 
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fo overwhelmed by this- reproach, that 


ker tears, in f 
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Emma, who could ill contend with her 


own feelings, Which 
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deſpa 
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"When the duo ceafed; he faid, with a 
hitherto, w 


; or elſe, Emma, you would 
in | 
ſpite of herſelf, ftole down 


preſs our fituation relative to 


_ each other — Bri, ah! he never touched 
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ful air, How admirably do theſe 


mine 
not depart and leave me 


utmoſt 
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Ay Reart !—No, no; fuck happineſs is 
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ramont & ſaid ſhe, weeping, and helding | 


- deed, wiſh me happy? ſaid Lord Mira- 


„Why, why do you fay this, Lord Mi- 


her hand before her eyes: © why-diſtreſs 
me thus? * let me 80, 1 entrent.” 


© then, one | kind werd Ob“ my 
Emma, fpeak to me—faẽ, me from n 
eä 5 | 1 


4 What « can 51 1 fay — . 1 ad 
to-morrow, becauſe I muſt obey my me- 
ther; but, be ſatisfied, my. beſt wiſhes will 


remain with you—lf has can 2 make 0 
nnn oh! then,” | | 
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She 3 e Do you, 2 


mont, preffing her hand to bis lips: * con- 
feſs, then, do, my beloved — * A 
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love me: yes, I am ſure. you love me 
your own ſenſibility betrays, e your 
cold prudence wiſhes to | conceal. = BY 
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3 too ſenſible of the 3 of this, 
did not attempt to deny it. My reſerve,” 
ſaid ſhe, you would have had no cauſe 
to complain of, but for your extraordi- 
nary communication laſt night: nay, God 
knows, whether I am not committing a 
fin, sean to liſten to vou. ignorant as I 
am —.“ L 
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« No, upon my honour,” interrupted 
he, you commit none; the barrier is 
one that can, and ſhall be removed“ 
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| . 1 « Well, then, as we are now going to 
_ 1 part,” continued ſhe, © I will fairly tell 
you, that if my heart muſt not be your's, 
It ſhall never belong to any other.— This 
declaration, muſt convince you what my 
ſentiments bre; and now forbear to men- 
ak - | | 1 tion 


207 


tion this ſubje& any more; unleſs that mo- 


ment arrives, when you can aſſure me 
that t are > free,” 25 e 


4 And chat been Hall ſpeedily ar- 
rive, I ſwear, by Heaven, —I will go to 
town immediately, and never attempt to 


| fee you again, till I- can openly, my 


ſweet Emma, declare to the whole world, 


that I adore you. But do not be offended, 
while any incertitude exiſts, as to the, 
ſucceſs of my undertaking, if I requeſt 
you to keep an inviolable ſecrecy, as to 


what has paſſed between us.—Believe me, 
this is of the utmoſt importance to ſecure 


my, let me be fo vain to ſay our, happi- 


neſs. Much adroitneſs will be neceſſary, 


and the leaſt ſuſpicion, at preſent, of my 
view, would infallibly , Fruftrate its ur 


ceſs.” 


8 I ſhall dune alk ; mentioning ö | 
circumſtances fo ſingular,” anſwered ſhy, | 


n. 


— — . N 
SS 


4 


2 
4 


” 


'” cried he 


o 


cannot conſent to truſt her in th 


france.” 


\ 


1 


* 


mother; with her 


* 


j undo me 


1 


2 


« Then you w 


warmly ; „for though I efteem and re- 
fpe& Mrs. Mourtray, as your mother; I 


* 


can have no reſerve.” - 


/ 


/ 


— 


I deteſt myſtery,“ ſaid Emma; * it 


ruin 


he 


confider, 
18 


0 


* 
» 


- 


fiteot, til you hear from 
what difference, then, 


* 
7 


— 


- 


perſuaded, 1 thall never reſt a 


| moment, till I am. able to explain my 


intentions clearly 


- 
— 


« Oh, no; indeed you mi 


that if one inadvertent word m 
Let me, then, beſeech you, my deareſt 


all my hopes of happineſs, what you riſk ? 


would be: unpardonable in me to practice 


it towards her.” 


Emma, to 
— a a a Be 
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nounced, When he Saar | 


- . « 2 OD | 
Emma, though | far from being g con- 


vinced by Lord Mirament's reaſons, re- 


luctantly (as he continued to urge it) 
gave the promiſe he deſired. And now 
ſhe had gone too far, to be either able, 
or perhaps willing, to diſguiſe from tk, 


any part of her ſentiments. 8 


— 


To reſtrain, i in FEA degree, his raptur- 
ous behaviour, the returned to the draw 
ing · room, and ſeated herſelf at her frame; 
only, however, pretending to work; for 
inſenfibly he drew from her a relation, of 
the riſe and progreſs of a py that 


had fo mann ae ber boforn, 


Although this Kid not deer Mies pot 


much, that he had not before ſurmiſed, 
yet it gave him inconceivable alight 
| Reciprocal aſſurances of unalterable affec- 


tion paſſed between them, and they did 
not ſeparate, til the ſupper. was: an- 
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. Be ſilent, and faithful — ſhall 
not venture to write to you.” 2 85 | 

But whan ſhe e! for hs ** 
and reviewed the paſt occurrences, the | 
regretted, that ſhe had fo ſpeedily re- 


tracted, the prudent reſolves ſhe had made 


in a calmer moment. She blamed her- 


ſeulff, for having been ſo explicit with a 
man, who, if his conduct had been cor- 


rect, could have had nothing to conceal. 
« Alas!“ ſaid ſhe, „if my father had 
witneſſed my unprudence, how much he 


would have been hurt!“ —The raſh pro- 
miſe, too, that Lord Miramont had ex- 
torted from her, in regard to her mother, 


e heavily: on her Miri. | 


. She ſcarcely 5 : that Lady Fred- 
ville. was to be the arbitreſs of Lord Mi- 
ramont's fate; and with a ſigh ſhe re- 
fleted, that if the whole happineſs of her 
life, depended on ſo * a e moſt 

| * 


| 211 ſ 
precarious, indeed, were herhopes!—Yet, 4 
amid theſe chagrins, ſhe was ſoothed _ 1 
the pleaſing idea, that Lord Miramont i 
paſſionately loved her, and was reſolutely | 
A bent, on conquering every obſtacle be- ; 
7 tween them.—Nor can it be doubted, }! 
4 that the inherent failing in her character 1 | 
55 (vanity) received ſome gratification, in | 
1 baving atchieved ſuch a conqueſt ; as, . 
6 likewiſe, in having triumphed over that f 
*. rooted diſlike to marriage, which he had | 
1 ſo often e fy 1 2 att . | 
- BH _ The carriage was ed 0 ready | 
* immediately after breakfaſt, which was |: 
r, to convey Emma home. Refreſhed by - 
ſome ſleep, ſhe. met the party in the 


breakfaſt-room with tolerable cheerfulneſs, 


'S as did Lord Miramont, certain that he \ was 
* beloved. 
S 

_ But Lady Wilmington had "aa 
+ cone of her moſt auſtere looks: this did 
s not, however, diſcourage her nephew, 
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= 
from arinouncing to her, that he was uh- 
der the neceſſity, of going anden 
to London. 


— i 


- « $9!” cried the; colouring with reſent- 
ment, © this is a mighty ſudden” reſolu- 
tion of your Lordſhip's; did you ſettle 
it in the n laſt night 25 


— 
- 


« [ ſettled it, Madam!” returned he, 
coldly: this . n 10 


neſs—. 


„Oh do not trouble e icy 
re "interrupted ſhe ; it would, 
indeed, be too much vanity in 28, to ſup- 


poſe that you would ſtay here, after Miſs 
ornate g 8 e 7 5 8 


" Wang 2 FR but Le Mi- 
ramont, without noticing this cut, ſet his 
talents at work, to ſooth his aunt into good 
humour; in which, probably, he would 
ow! ſucceeded, if ſhe had not anew been 
ruled 


* Mk 
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ruffled by Sir Harry Paragon's dectaring, | 
that the country now was become inſup- 
portable, the weather being ſo very damp; 


proteſting, that be lived in conſtant ter- 


' ror, of its pernicious effects on his con- 


ſtitution; and though he ſhould be in 
deſpair to quit the charming ſociety at 
Wilmington, he apprehended, he ſhould 


| be obliged to tear himſelf away, to breathe 


a milder air, more analogous: to the ex- 


treme a of his ee | 


Fhis G 3 at once "a the 
agreeable hopes. both mother and daugh- 


ter had entertained, unprinted an air f 


mortification on their faces, which they 
could not diſguiſe. But Lady Elizabeth, 
addrefling the Baronet, ſaid, with a tender 


languor, © Can you have the heart to leave 


nnen. 6/01 (6b. 1 


« Indeed, Ma- am, .” replied he, I ſhall | 
leave my heart behind: my perſon,” con- 
nn bes. ſurveying himſelf with com- 
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7 plaiſance ina glaſs oppoſite to a N my 


n will be all that will e i 


186 Oh! both are ſo happily: egos to 
each other,” ſaid Lord Miramont, * that 
it would be we to * them.“ 


« ] perfectly concur in this opinion,” 
faid Lady Wilmington, with an approving | 
{mile at. her — 


« Your Lordſhip i is exceſſively obliging, 
indeed,” ſaid Sir Harry; © and ſince your 


Ladyſhip honours me ſo far as to wiſh my 


ſtay, I will try and contend a little longer 


with this inclement weather.” Pry 


This point ſettled, the 3 duly 
weighing contingencies, thought it as 
well to part with Emma on civil terms; 


ſhe therefore expreſſed the pleaſure ſhe 


had received' in her vifit, and ber — 


. 1 


21 5 
Aa Elizabeth muttered ſomething to 


: the ſame effect; but, being now ſecure _ 
of Sir Harry's ſtay, ſhe” ſaw 1 depart 

0 with perfect indifference. Lord Fonte- 

t lieu was not a man of many words, yet 

„he exerted himſelf to ſay a few civil 
things, and as he handed her to the car- 

” riage, the Marquis was prevented from 

9 taking further leave of her, than by a 


tender preſſure of her hand. A few 
hours afterwards, he alſo left Wilming- 
A ton. . | 


Ar 4 ; l . © ra 373 5 4 4 | . £ 
y | Emma. found her mother forgetting her 
er complaints, in buſily preparing for this 


delightful jaunt to Bath. Fortunately, 
ſhe was ſo much engroſſed by her own 
affairs, that- ſhe had not leiſure to aſk : 
her daughter many queſtions, concern= 
ing what had . during ey _ i 


ration, ume £58 


| | | T | 4 2 
Emma ſecretly rejoiced at this; ne- 
vertheleſs ſhe repined at the obligation 


« 
5 
' 
* 


3 


diſpoſition of 


youth, diſmiſſed her fears, and cheriſhed 


her ſo 


t could 


iramon 


* 
% 
* 


ve! 1 bad nearly 


mory I ha 


forgot to tell you, that 


— 


Ys Mamma?“ 


u ſa 


given 
” cned Mrs. Mour- 
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* 


er, of concealing from her 


the proſpect, which, though ſhe yet ſaw 


* 
— f — 


a. 


- 
4 
8 


5 
8 
0 
'S 
* 


| y them to Bath---* Bleſs my heart, 


* 


fhe was 


. * . 
Pa? 34 


% 


a firm belief, that Lord M 


0 Bleſs my heart 


+ 7 « _ 
7 + As: 
tra Yo. A8 


„ Who do yo 
terrupted Emma. 


 ftacle;/ which, at firſt, had 


- much alarm. 


with its luſtre. From all painful reſtraint 


the hoped, however, ſoon to be relieved 
not fail of conquering the myſterious ob- 


it only through a miſt, dazzled her eyes 


having, with the fan 


Wa 
what a'-me 
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„ Why, Sydney that was, now Lord 


Clannarmon. I thought you knew his 


mother was dead. Well, he called upon 


me t'other day, and was a good deal dif. 


appointed at not ſeeing you. I affure 


you, he is much richer than I thought he 
would be: he has a very handſome for- 
tune. But what do you think he has 
done 7" ALD 6: | 


5 6 good, 1 0 dare fag,” 
plied Emma. 2 


«© Good, indeed 35 8 Mrs. 1 


tray; „ for, not content with dividing, 


with Fitzaubert, the half of a large ſum 


his mother left, who, it ſeems, was a 
great miſer, and to her laſt moment, in- 


flexibly refuſed to ſee her eldeſt ſon, 

gh Sydney took him to Florence with 
him; 5 1 fay, not content with this dona- 
, und erſtand, from Colonel Thornley, 


narmon did not ſay a word to me of all 
Vo. „ III. L this, 


every thing, for Lord Clan- 
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this, that ba means to 3 his whole i in- 
come with his brother, who is to live with 
| him, or not, as he chooſes,” 


cc Generous, noble-minded man b. ex- 
claimed Emma. 8 


« RE all this is mighty well,” ſaid 
Mrs. Mourtray ; “ but, after all, unne- 
ceſſary: one half that he has done would 
have been quite ſufficient.” 


Emma did not chooſe to controvert her 
mother s notions on this point; fo ſhe 
i" | aſked, if Lord Clannarmon had ever been 
= able, to learn any intelligence of her 
aner. 


2 Ah ! no!”—anſwered Mrs. Mour- 
tray, with a ſigh:—© God knowg 
is become of that poor, dear 92 1 


* 


A ſhort 8 enſued; 


| denly, Mrs. Mourtray broke it, ſaying.— 
3 th 
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« Do you know that Lord Clannarmon 

did not look at all ugly t'other day: 
1 am ſurprized I ever thought bim 
fo! * 5 


Emma ſmiled, gueſſing the cauſe of 
this revolution in her ſentiments; and her 
mother . developing them. 


6 The Colonel; faid ſhe, © thought 
him quite well-looking; and he almoſt 
perſuaded me to. detain his Lordſhip, and 
ſend for you home.“ : 
EE. 80 b thought Emma; « Chowles 

uſed to be the oracle : now it is the 
Colonel. 1 


Then, addreffing her mother, ſhe ex- 
preſſed her thanks and ſatisfaction, that 
her good ſenſe had prevented her doing 
ſo extraordinary a thing; and, to give a 
turn to the converſation, ſhe talked of 
Bath, and its am uſements ; but ſhe eaſily 

| ö perceived 


*%s 
5 Y 


. 
perceived, that Colonel Thornley had in- 


fuſed into her mother's head, a wiſh of 
deſpiſed as Mr. Sydney) for her ſon-in- 


having Lord Clannarmon (whom ſhe had 
law. 
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of ſuch an addition to their party. 
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CH AP. XI. 


MRS. ' MOURTRAY- nd Emma 


arrived at Bath the beginning of Novem- 
ber; where they found Colonel; Mrs. and 


Miſs 'Thoruley; ſettled in a tolerable good 


| houfe, in the new buildings, near Laura 


Place, and extremely glad of the arrival 


- 8 
* bs 4 * 


The travellers were ſcarcely recovered. 
from their journey, before Mifs Thornley 
produced a liſt of what ought to be done, 


in the way of amuſement; for a fortnight 


= 


Mrs, Mourtray liſtened to this with 
avidity, and ſmiled acquieſcence ; but: © 
Emma was in too anxious a ſtate of mind 
not to ſhrink, in ſecret, from entering 
this career of frivolous pleaſure ; yet, as 


ſhe could aſſign no motive for her re- 


LS -— - -pugnance, 
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-pugnance, ſhe was forced to Prepare 
for it. ; 


The day after her journey, as ſhe en- 
tered the parlour, ſhe heard Colonel 
Thornley, who, with all his good humour, 
was a complete male goſſip, ſay, © And - 
ſo, as I was telling you,*Ma'am, he met 
an expreſs on the road, ſent by Lady 
| Fredville, to' inform him how ill ſhe 
was; and ſo he hurried on at ſuch a 
rate, to town, that he killed a horſe by 
over fatigue.” 


i « Bleſs me!” cried Mrs. Mourtray * 
* and are you ſure this is true?“ 


DEE an know it to be a fac,” replied he, 
W a look of ſelf-1 — | 


3 lifiened to this diſcourſe i in the 
"utmoſt aſtoniſhment ; but ſuſpended her 
belief, though ſhe could not ſuppreſs 
ſome degree of inquietude. 


* 


Preſently 


223 1 
Preſently after the Colonel, who had 
taken up the newſpaper, all at once 
exclaimed, © Oh, oh dere is a rare 
piece 5 news hy 


9 What, what?” engetly « fat Mrs. 
Mourtray. | 


„ Oh! it is nothing of much conſe- 
quence to the public,” replied he, though 
very intereſting to ſome folks, I'll war- 
rant, —'Tis nothing more, than that Lord 
Viſcount Fredville lies dang@ouſly ill, 
at his houſe in Park Lane.” : 

« Pſhaw! who cares for that l ſaid , 
Mrs, Mourtray. 


1 IRR an oppreſſion at her 
heart: a vague idea obtruded itſelf upon 
her, that, if he were to die, this event 
might create an alteration in Lord Mira- 
mont's intentions. Leſs quahfied than 
ever to ſhare in amuſement, it was with 

„„ ane 
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ihtüite reluctance that the ſuffered Her- 
felf to be dragged that evening to the 
reoms, and the night following to the 
play; nor was ſhe, in the leaſt, gratified 
by the admiration ſhe excited, her oo 
1 otherwiſe ö 1 


Ten Sd had now paſſed "ER ſhe e left 
: Wilmington; and yet 'ſhe had received 

no” tidings of the Marquis; but, though 
her impatience inereaſed, ſhe was fenfible 
ſhe had no right to be ee, ee as cle 
had faid he WOULD not write. yy: 

One erin while the family were 
fitting at breakfaſt, the Colonel mentioned 
that Lord Fredville was dead: —“ This 
paper ſays,” continued he, that he died 
after a very ſhort illneſs ;' and here, a little 
lower, is a fling at Lord Mirament, which 
I will read to you :4 certain young 
Marquis, who has, of late, been more 
than ever aſſiduous in paying his homage 
1 a certain . icounteſs, 8 obſerved 40 
drive 


© 
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drive his . with renovated "ſpirits, : 
ö within theſe few days. Ay, ay!“ 
added the Colonel; © he will not find 
it very difficult, to conſole the fair 
widow.” I 


Emma, who was holding a toaſt to the 
fire for her mother, now let it fall into 
the cinders. Mrs. Mourtray. exclaimed: 
at her awkwardneſs, without having the | 
leaſt ſuſpicion of the cauſe that produced 
it; whilſt the former, under pretence that 
ſhe was heated by ſtanding cloſe. to the 
fire, flew to the window for air. 


But the NM FO: piqued himſelf 
on his penetration, followed her :— / 
*« Surely,” whiſpered he, © this paragraph 

intereſts you, Miſs Mourtray; for vou 
look as * as death * 


6 Me Sir l ericd: Emma, foreing 
herſelf to peak; 1 5 how ſhould it intereſt: 
me? 0 | bs OOO WR 5 b 


2 


„ 
ay bd. : 
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« Nay, that's more than I can tell; 
but I beg pardon : 1 have no right, 1 


know, to enquire into young L 
ſecrets.” 


3 however, ſoon recovered her 
compofure ; for fie reflected, after the 
fiſt ſhock, how abſurd it was to be vexed 
either by a newſpaper fquib, or by the 
Colonel's ſurmiſes, who had no acquaint 
_ ance with Lord Miramont. | 


The Colonel now, in the courſe of the 
following days, frequently mentioned 
Lord Miramont and Lady Fredville, 
merely to wateh, the effect the ſound of 
their names had upon Emma, who never 
could, on theſe. occaſions, avoid e 

or turning * | 


— 


/ 


Confirmed - 33 in his fuſpicions, 


die imparted them to Mrs. Mourtray, 
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who aſſured him he was quite miſtaken ; 
* as * pertinaciouſly ſupported his 
| opinion, 


opinion, ſhe faid, half angry, « 3 
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my good Colonel, you have very ſtrange 
fancies ſometimes, I muſt ſay ; and this 1 is 
ane of them.” 


« My deareſt Madam,” ſaid the Colonel, 
« why will you ſay this? By Heaven 
to hear you talk, any body would imagine 
| was a driveler ; but I know wellenough 


what I fay, I promiſe you; and I have 


fifty times remarked, that your daughter 
never hears Lord Miramont's name e with- 
out change of colour.” 


” Goat Lord !” exclaimed Mrs. Mour- 
tray, not at all pleaſed that another 
| ſhould plume himſelf on the diſcovery of 


a. ſecret, thereby implying a want of 
penetration in herſelf: Good Lord! 1 
you do not, ſurely, pretend to be better 


acquainted with my own. daughter. than 
Lam myſelf ? —and I tell you, poſitively, 
ſhe does got care a ſtraw for. the Mangan +8 
of Miramont.“ a 


L 6: : . | She: 


22 
er She will not venture, E believe, Ro 


ſay ſo,” anſwered the Colonel, whoſe 
choler was rouſed by contradiction. 


&« She never - deep me in her life,” : 
etied Mrs. . WP warmly, © and 

never will ebe me.“ 

« Oh! mlelty fine las if young girls 
always confeſſed their follies !“ cried he: 
% however, it is no buſineſs of mine, 
tough I am not ſo: eafily duped as ſome 
folks ;” and he bounced out of the 

oom. = 


„ Mrs. Mourtray, mich rufffed, re- 

paired to her daughter's chamber : _ 
« That abſurd man, below,” cried os. 
« pretends, and, i in defiance of all I can: 
ay, perſiſts in aſſerting, that you are 
_ violently in love with Lord Miramont— 
He made me quite angry, being very 
certain, my dear Ema, chat, i you had 
21 4 the 


a 


the leaſt e for him, you would 
have told me ſo directly.“ 


Emma, excefivihy- diſtreſſed; by this 
mark of her mother's confidence in her 
ſincerity; yet, bound by her promiſe to 
Lord Miramont, to make no communica- 
tions of any kind, could only reply —“ I 
wiſh to deſerve your good opinion, my 
dear Mamma; and you may be certain, 
whenever I have any thing material to: 
communicate, you will be the firſt perſon 
to whom I ſhall mention it. Veu know, 
it is generally ſuppoſed, that Lord Mira- 
mont means to moons Lady Fredville.” 

4 Well, that does not prove,” fait | 
Mrs. Mourtray, ſtruck with the altered 
countenance and tremulous voice of her 
daughter well, that does not prove, 
that you may not have been captivated 
with him?—You were · a long while to- 
gether in the ſame houſe, and, for what 1 
now, he may have been flirting with 

you. 


„ 


11 
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you all that time.— Pray tell me, was 
it ſo?” 


To this home queſtion, Emma, more 
and more embarraſſed, could only give 
an evaſive anſwer. She therefore re- 
minded her mother, that Lady Elizabeth 
Fontelieu being at Wilmington when ſhe 


was there, of courſe, the three young 


men's attentions had been divided be- 
tween them both. : 


Mrs. Mourtray: ſeemed tolerably ſatis- 
fied with this ne and W 
the ſubject. | 


But the A Mw a propenſity 


which he called love of fun, frequently 
rene wed his raillery on the ſcore of Lord 


Miramont; though his good - natured ſiſter, 
who ſaw how much it pained Emma, did 


all ſhe could to ſtop him. Mrs. Thornley, 
too, in her drawling way, ſometimes 


Ph) * 7 R * * * — 
12 
— Fs \ * P * « 0 1 $ 
Ll * . x . 
* 
o 4 
\ 
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aid. La! Colonel, how can you keep 
* on this filly joke.” 


He was not, however, to bs difcou- 
raged; and Mrs. Mourtray always thought 
herſelf obliged to repel his inſinuations: 
hence, whenever they were alone, an 
argument arofe between them; and, 
though ſhe reſolved to controvert his 
opinion, right or wrong, generally, be- 
fore they ſeparated, he infufed fome de- 
gree of doubt and diſtruſt into her mind, 


Mrs. Mourtray, therefore, if ever Em- 
ma declined going out, would caſt an in- 
quiſitive eye upon her, and obſerve, how 
very odd it was, that ſhe ſhould love to 
mope at home: fo that Emma, to avoid 
being teazed, was conſtrained to fly about | 
wherever her gay companions choſe to 
go, though never leſs diſpoſed to _ 
amuſed with any _ 2 
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* troubles, too, were 1 at 
chis time, by the aſſiduities of a Mr. Ir- 
vine, a man of faſhion and large fortune, 
who perſecuted her with his addreſſes, 
notwithſtanding ſhe peremptorily, though 
civilly, declined receiving them. 


The month of November was now 
drawing to a concluſion, and yet ſhe had 
heard nothing of Lord Miramont! All her 

reliance on his love and honour could not 
quiet her apprehenſions that, forgetting 


her, he had again renewed his attach- 
ment to "OF Fredville. 


Late one evening, as ſhe was ſitting 
14 alone in the parlour, penſive and ſad, ex- 
WW petting the return of the family (who 
had excuſed. her going with them to a 
ecard party), a letter was brought to her, 
which ſhe only by the ſeal knew to come 
from Lord Miramont, for the addreſs was 
almoſt illegibly written. This circum- 
ance terriied her ls much, that ſhe had 
hardly 


; ; 1 „ 
2 
| 8 
0 ” , - N. a % 
5 > * * 
| a 


hardly courage to open if: panting for 
breath, at length ſhe broke the ſeal, and, 
with trembling hands ſhe unfolded the- 
paper, but her agitation increaſed whilſt 
ſhe read __ e Alu lines. OA of99 
| 2 * Fl * een Wos. 29, * 
* M beloved Emm, BP 2 
am juſt arrived here in ſuctra ei 
of veretchedneſs and diſtraction, that 1 
ſcarcely know What I am: doing—that — 
but why rave at others, when it is my 
own curſed folly which has undone me? 
All this time, this endleſs time ſince we 
parted, have I been hoping and expect- 
ing that each returning day would end 
my miſery ; and that E might be able, be- 
fore the cloſe of it, to fly to you, my- 
Emma, ſole object of my love, dearer to 
me than life itſe!f! Inſtead of which, ſo. 
far from having advanced i in my buſineſs, 
am now ſunk. Teeper: than ever. in 
deſpair; | | 0 


_ — 


D My 
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« My brain ſeems on fire I am cer- 
tainly very ill: I was fo before 1 left 
town, but I determined to ſee you. 7 
ſaw by the newſpapers that you were here: 
yet, now, I am unable even to call upon 
you, though I have a thouſand things to 
ſay.— All my thoughts, all my hopes, are 
clouded —Do not, however, 1 conjure 
you, ceaſe to love and to pity me, for 1 
ſwear by Heaven I will yet be your's, or 
die. I have ſuch a raging head-ache, that 
I can only add, that Iam, 
Jour moſt faithful and devoted 
5 MIRAMONT. * 


The contents of this letter met 
Emma with grief and anxiety, though it 
entirely diſſipated her doubts of Lord 
Miramont's fidelity. 


1 


There was an air of truth in every line 
of this tender epiſtle, that could not poſ- 
ſibly be miſtaken; and her ſolicitude, now, 
for his health, made her dwell little upon 

| her 
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her diſappointment, on learning, that the 
fatal my ſterious barrier to all her hopes, 
had reſiſted his endeavours to overthrow it. 


Senſible, that it would be utterly im- 
poſſible for her to calm her flurried ſpirits, 
before the return of her friends, ſhe bade 
the ſervant ſay, that ſhe had a pain in her 
face, and was gone to bed; whither, in 
fact ſhe went, though not to ſleep, for 
ſhe pafſed the whole night abſorbed in 
miſery. 


However, not to alarm her mother, ſhe 
. aroſe, and appeared at the uſual hour in 
the parlour the following morning : but, 
before ſhe had even ſhut the door, the 9 
Colonel, clapping his hands, exclaimed, 
* Great news! great news, Miſs Mour- 
tray! Lord Miramont arrived here yeſter- _ 
day evening ; but whether for your ſake 
or Lady Fredville' 6. admits of doubt: for 
— ſay ſhe is coming after him as faſt 
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ag poſſible, 1 a houſe is already taken 


| . her.“ « 1 


i who was at that moment per— 
feQly eaſy about Lady Fredville, forced 
- a-ſmile upon. her countenance, whilſt ſhe 
faid, © Dear Sir! can it be doubtful to 
ou, who are fo well informed on all 
ſubjects, what. brings: Lord Miramont 
Hither?” F 46-0044 
2 « Faith, [ can't nc to deckle for 
others ; ſaid the Colonel, © but, in my 
Opinion, a young woman is far better 
than an old one.” 


4 


| One of Emma's greateſt vexations at 


. preſent was, that ſhe had no means of 
informing herſelf of the ſtate of Lord 
-Miramont's health.—Three long tedious 
days had now paſſed fince the receipt of 
his jetter, but, ſituated as ſhe was, to en- 
quire after him was impracticable, and 


mme 


ſhe really felt ſo diſordered berſelf, hat 
ſhe could not go into the world where ſhe 
might have gathered caſual intelligence; 
and all this while ſhe was obliged to 
conceal her anxiety, and to wait with 
ane * he nee ſhould ſend 0 _ 
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On the third evening, as ſhe was ans 
ing tea in the drawing-room, Doctor 6 
came to make a friendly viſit to Mrs. 
Thornley, who had a decided partiality 
for all the medical tribe. Having been 
ſlightly indiſpoſed for ſome days, ſhe had; 
in the morning, hinted a wiſh to ſee him. 
When he arrived, ſhe gently reproached Ls 
him for having e en her. eee 
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, He pleaded, in his — the multi- i 
* i tude of patients he had to attend; adding, 0 
* e It was really impoſſible for me, Madam, 6 ] 
p to call upon you this morning, for I was. 1 
f engaged in a conſultation for a TY ; 1 
p rer who} is oy 1 b 0 


Emma | 
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Emma ſuſpended filling the cups—a 


cold ſhiver came over her—her mouth 
half opened, as if ſhe wiſhed to ſpeak, 
but the words died on her e 


Too ſoon, Wee the. med hs 
this nobleman was, for the Colonel, as 


Curious as herſelf, though not prompted 
by: the ſame intereſt, r mand. 


« A. very 4 young man, indeed of 
replied the Doctor, and no ſmall fa- 
vourite with the ladies. If he ſhould die, 
there is a fair widow here, who, I really 
believe, will loſe her ſenſes. I am juſt 
come from her.” 


/ 


e „ Well, well; but you have not told 


us 2 n ' cried * Colonel. 


xc It i is 3 Miramont.” wh . 


Emma, who had UL ES whom he 
was bein g to name, no ſooner found her 
fears 


26 


Ef. 
5 


* 


fears realized, than ſhe ſunk back in her 
chair —A miſt ſpread itſelf before her 


eyes, and her heart ſickened ſo much, 
that ſhe would have fallen, if Miſs Thorn- 


ley, who ſaw her ſituation, had not run 


to her aſſiſtance; and holding ſome aro- 
matic vinegar to her noſe, prevented her 
from fainting. The heat of the room 
has overcome Miſs Mourtray,“ ſaid ſhe: 
and Emma, being a little recovered, was 
able, with Miſs ne 8 u to leave 
the room. Ri thee 


Mrs. Mourtray followed her; and 


though Colonel Thornley was too good- 
natured, not to be concerned for Emma's 


ſufferings, he could not forbear giving 
her mother a ſignificant wink, as much 


as to ſay, * I hope, now, you are con- 
vinced what i told . is true.“ 


8 Avid taken ſome 5 aſl ured 


her mother, and her kind aſſiſtant, that 


ſhe now felt quite well; and, in a few 


min 
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minutes, accompanied Hubs to the 
En eo en N- Tis 
She hed: the Doftor 3 in 
eee him by the 
Colonel, reſpecting Lord Miramont's ill- 
neſs; and, though every word he ſpoke 
was a dagger to ber heart, yet being de- 
ſirous to learn every particular, as no tor- 
the tried to fortify her mind to hear the 
worſt, without betraying the intereſt ſhe 
felt. oa ; | = 


1 


Doctor GN raphy either nad . 
noticed her- fadden indiſpoſition, or, if 
he had, never dreamed that he had inno- 
cently been the cauſe of it, went on, 
addrefling the Colonel Why, as I be- 
fore ſaid, it is difficult to decide; for 
when I ſaw him firſt, which was the night 
he arrived, 1 found him in a high fever: 
a in wy opiniongls enen, now, is 
* Eur — 
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chiefly on bis ſpirits—ſome 1 mental dif- 
turbance. el f 200 3808 


Emo ſighed, but ſpoke not. Miſs 


Thornley, who ſeemed to penetrate her 


thoughts, and to relieve her apprehen- 


ſions, if poſſible, ſaid, y hope, Sir, 
Lord Miramont, though ill, is not, at 


leaſt, in danger.” 


« His ſituation, certainly, Madam, is 


_ alarming ; but, as he is young and na- 
turally ſtrong, I hope, without being too 


ſanguine, that he may recover, provided 
this uneaſineſs on his mind is removed:” 


And as he finiſhed theſe words, he bowed, 


and retired with Mrs. Thornley, who 
wiſhed, to conſult him on ſome imaginary 


complaints which worried her. 


Ss 


tan SC indie an had very 
much ſtaggered Mrs. Mourtray's belief 


in her indifference; indeed, almoſt con- 
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vinced her of the contrary; but ſeeing 
that ſhe till looked extremely pale, ſne 
made no comments on what had paſſed; 
only, with an unuſual coldneſs in her man- 
ner, ſhe, at an early hour, recommended 
to her to go to bed, which eounſe} her 
er n followed. 
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CHAP. XII. 


EXHAUSTED by having paſſed many 
ſleepleſs nights, Emma, notwithſtanding 
the additional load of forrow that op- 
preſſed her, for a ſhort time forgot the 
cruel intelligence ſhe had heard, but 
awakened to feel it the more acutely. 


Early in the morning Mrs. Mourtray 
came into her chamber, to enquire after 
her health, but without much ſhew of 
cordiality—chagtin and ill humour were 
marked on her countenance: * F am 
come,” ſaid ſhe, © to enquire whether 
you chooſe to retain this unaccountable 
reſerve with your mother, or to act in- 
genuouſly with me, as I have a right to 
expect from you?” _ 


Ms 
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She pauſed, whilſt Emma, who trembled 
as ſhe heard this preface, was too con- 
fuſed to anſwer, ** Tell me, then,“ con- 
tinued her mother, 95 what I am to think 
of your fainting away laſt night? For as 
to the heat of the room, that was only a 
feigned excuſe—What was it, t, therefore, 
that atloQcd you?” 


10 1 "Jha not been well for ſome days 
Mamma,“ replied Emma with a faltering 
voice; © and laſt night I felt, all at once, 
| extremely lick and * | 


8 I have heard your father often ſay, 
. is no effect without a cauſe; what, 


then, do you eg gecahoned, this ſud- 
den MOTOR” + GA 


as My dear Mamma,” "clad Emma, 
| burſting into tears, © for Heaven' s ſake 
ſpare me—urge me not—l cannot, no, 
it is impoſſible— I cannot anſwer your 


mW. i 2 
54 3 Mighty 


ol 
Tf * 
»/ 4 oF" 
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« Mighty well !—adrhirable !” ſaid Mrs. 
Mourtray, angrily : *“ however, let me 
adviſe you not- to make yourſelf ridi- 
culous: dry your tears, and come along 
with me to the Pump- room. A little air, 
and change of ſcene, will do you good — 
No excuſes ;1 will be obeyed.” 


— 


ai Emma could not ſoften her dit. 


| pleaſure by any explanation, ſhe was 
forced to ſubmit to her will. 


1 Thoſe . only, Who have been 
in the unhappy predicament, of being 
dragged into public with a corroding 
anxiety in their heart, which ſome ſecret 
reaſon forces them to conceal, can form 
any conception of what Emma felt at this 


| compulſion. 

na, een OR . 
ike The WA conſolation ſhe had, was the 
no, hope of hearing - ſome tidings of Lord 
our W Miramont, from the voice of rumour; 


| and Miſs Thornley, who accompanied . 
M $7; then 


them, made it her bufineſs to enquire 
after this intereſting object. Preſently, 
ſhe ſaid, with a benevolent ſmile, addreſ. 
ſing Mrs. Mourtray, but loud enough for 
Emma to hear her, Though I am not 
acquainted with Lord Miramont, I am, 
- mg to hear he is rather better this 
morning.” 


0 Umph b. was the only anſwer ſhe re- 
ceived from Mrs. Mourtray ; but Emma 
could not refrain from giving ber a . ava 
ful look. 


A whole week had now paſſed, during 


12 which time Emma would have ſunk- into 


a ſtate of deſpair, had it not been for Miſs 
Thornley, who ſeemed to have entered 
into a tacit convention with her, con- 
ſtantly to communicate any good news 
ſhe heard of Lord Miramont, and as 
carefully to conceal the bad: never 


ming ing with her intaligenes any re- 
| marks, 


e- 
8, 
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* ſurmiſes, or alluſions, that Oe 


diſtreſs her. „ 5 agu 


At the end of this period, he became 
ſo much worſe than ever he had been, 
that his phyficians nearly gave him o r; 
and Miſs Thornley's ſilence, and melan- 


choly countenance, too well prepared | 


Enima, to expect the creunts nee 
that, in her epi could d we 


n any longer to PO” with her 
feelings, ſhe abandoned herſelf to ſortow*: 
when, ſcarcely ſenſible what ſhe ''was 


doing, ſhe ſuddenly reſolved to go her- 
ſelf to the Hotel where the Marquis 
| lodged, and learn from his ſervant the 


exact truth as to his ſituation. Without 
ſaying a word to any body, ſhe put on her 


cloak, and ruſhed into the ſtreet. At that | 


inſtant ſhe ſaw Muller, Lord Mirament's 
ſervant, whom ſhe had often ſeen at Wil- 
mington, advancing faſt towartls her. She 
Rope; ber trembling legs could ſcarcely 

e W 
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ſupport her, but her eyes remained fixed 
upon him. 


She obſerved, however, nothing gloomy 
in his countenance; for, though he looked 
flurried, his eyes were lively and ani- 
mated. He bowed reſpectfully as he ap- 
proached, exclaiming—“ Good news !— 
charming news, Madam !—my Lord is 
much better; and he ordered me to de- 
liver this note into your own hands.— 
Should it require any anſwer, you will 
| honour me with it as ſoon as poſſible, for 


I muſt haſten back to his Lordſhip.” 


Emma eagerly ſeized the note, but 
being unable to articulate, ſhe beckoned 
to Muller to follow her, and then, leaving 
him in the paſſage, ſhe flew to her cham- 
ber, where ſhe tore open the note, which 
Op contained theſe lines. 


2 1 SH LAKE hen dear Miſs Mourtray. 
J am wonderfully relieved ſince laſt night. 
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My phyſicians, however, will not let 
me write. Shew this to Mrs. Mourtray, 
and tell her, that my firſt viſit ſhall be 
to the mother of- her whom 1 adore, and 
whom, as the moſt ineſtimable treaſure in 
this world, I hope ſhe will beſtow on, 
„our faithful, &c. 


„ MIRAMONT,” 


A torrent of tears bedewed this paper 
as Emma read it: and immediately after- 
wards ſhe poured forth humble and truly 
pious effuſions of gratitude, to the Al- 
mighty, for ſparing the life of her lover. 


Then taking a pen, ſhe wrote thus : 
« NO language can expreſs my late 
ſorrow, or my preſent joy | Take care of 


comes home: ſhe wall, I am ſure, parti- 


"M's ©.  _ 


your health, deareſt Lord Miramont, and 
remember, that Emma lives for you alone. 
The commiſſion you have given me to my 
mother, I will perform as ſoon as ſhe. 
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cipate i in the pleaſure | feel at the wen. 


ment of your health. I will not detain 


your ſervant, therefore ſhall only add, 


that I am ever 1 55 
| Fs Your faithful 
m0 EMMA MOURTRAY.” 


Mrs, Mourtray's abſence afforded | her 


daughter time to compoſe her ſpirits, in 
ſome meaſure. With delight unutterable, 


the repeated He will live !—yes, thank 
Heaven, he will; and he will live for me! 
All difficulties now are over: for it is 


clear this obſtacle, whatever it was, is 


removed; elſe he would not have bidden 
me ſhew his note to my mother: and, 


though I underſtand what he means by 


ſaying, he is wonderfully relieved, this 
expreſſion cannot ſtrike her as particular, 
and ſhe will naturally attribute this relief 


| to medical aid. How happy I am to be 
releaſed from the painful neceſſity of con- 
cealing my feelings; and the blifs that 


awaits me, from my mother !—Oh! if my. 
ER -- dear 


* 


25¹ 


dear father were but here to ſhare in my 


joy, ſurely he would no longer object to 
Lord Miramont, who has forſaken Lady 


Fredville for my ſake. He has been at 
death's door, too, on my account. —That- 
woman certainly held his. deſtiny in her 


hands. Ah! why did he ever put him- 


ſelf thus in her power ?—But I will: not 
think of that: his future conduct, I truſt, 
will be exemplary ;. we ſhall be the hap- 
pieſt of beings, and we will make others; 


ſo: every creature near us ſhall be taken 


care of.— Poor Henry, if ever he be. 
found, will never more want a friend; 


and dear Lord Miramont will reconcile 
him to the Silbournes. My French friends, 
oh! how: delightful to make them forget, 

that they are baniſhed, from their own. 


country 5 


Soft tears ſtole gently down her cheeks, 
_ while ſhe, ſolaced herſelf with theſe and 
a thouſand. other benevolent plans, which, 
the a now have fo amply the means 

5 Ms of 


— 


Ss 4 
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of executing, till Mrs. Mourtray's re- 
turn turned her thoughts into another 5. 
channel. | 


« Bleſs me, child!” exclaimed ſhe, as 
foon as ſhe ſaw her“ what is the 
matter with you ?7—your cheeks are as 
red as fire.” 


3 My Hear! dear Mamma,” cried 
Emma, throwing herſelf upon her neck, 
« [longed ſo to wad you II have ſome- 
Lg to ſhew you.” 


ce Well —what—what does al this 
mean! fo. | 


Was preſented her with the note; 
but it had not at all the effect ſhe ex- 
| * 


— 


„ 80! the grand focret! is revealed, 
ſaid Mrs. Mourtray, drily * at laſt 3 
am to be told of this affair, which, 1.3 
5 — A 
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ſuppoſe, has log been known to every 
body elſe! * 8 


« Never, my dear mother, upon my 
word, has it, to my knowledge, been men- 
tioned to a creature.“ 


She then confeſſed, that Lord Miramont 8 
had acknowledged his partiality for her, 
at Wilmington; but that, for ſome rea- 
ſons, which he had not explained to her, 
he wiſned his ſentiments to remain a 
ſecret for a little while; and now, as 
ſoon as a favourable turn had taken place 
in his late ſevere illneſs, he had haſtened 


to communicate his wiſhes to them ; 
both. 


Mrs '; Mourtray- was not thoroughty: 
ſatisfied with this explanation :- * per- 


ceive,” ſaid ſhe, that I am more 
_ obliged to Lord Miramont than to you: 
his firſt thought is to have me informed 
of his Tr but you, my own child, 

have 
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have kept a ſecret buried in your boſom 
for weeks, and ſuffered me to hold a 
thouſand ridiculous diſputes with Colonel 
Thornley, when, all the while, you knew 
that I was deceived l- No, Emma, in- 
deed, I did not think you could RAVE: 
ſerved me lo!” 


| Mrs. Mourtray finiſhed theſe. words 
with an emotion, that ſmote her daughter 
to the heart; and, in the humbleſt man- 
ner, ſhe beſought her pardon, proteſting 
how fincerely ſhe loved and reſpetted. 
Jhes. -- - 
Softened by her diſtreſs, Mrs. Mourtray. 
took her hand; and Emma, preſſing it 
to her lips, aſſured her, that every idea of 
Joy and happineſs faded, when ſhe ſaw 
her offended :;—© Ah! blame me mot,” 
continued ſhe, for what 1 could not 
help Could you but know half what E 
have ſuffered, when I dared not ſpeak, 
:\ mov ne you 
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you would—yes, I am ſure You would— 


2 me.“ 


Mrs. Mourzey loved her daughter too 
much, to retain her diſpleaſure any longer, 


and ſhe folded her tenderly in her arms. 


She now, as her good humour returned, 
began to exult in Emma's brilliant pro- 


ſpect:— Ah!” cried ſhe, © I always 


thought that ſweet face of your's would 
make your fortune; but, to be fure, I 
never dreamed of ſuch a match as this 


for you. I thought Chowles would have 


been an excellent one; but what com- 
pariſon can be made between him, or 


even Lord Clannarmon, and the Marquis 


of Miramont.“ 


O! none, none!“ thought Emma. 


The mother and daughter, after a very 


long and intereſting converſation to them 


both, agreed that nothing ſhould tranſpire 
relative to Lord Miramont, till he had 


been 


— 


— 
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been to wait upon them; and that they 
would write, by the firſt mail, to Mr. 
Mourtray, without having any idea of 
waiting for his conſent, that being un- 
neceſſary; as Mrs. Mourtray had been in- 


formed, by him, of the paper left in 
Emma's poſſefſion. 


The latter, juſt after her mother had 
left her, was ſurprized by a viſit from 
Miſs Thornley ; who, affecting to tell her 
the news of the day, mentioned, amongſt 
other things, that Lord Miramont was 
conſiderably better; © But, I perceive,” 
added ſne, you do not ſtand in need 
of my chit-chat to enliven you; for there 
is an uncommon brilliancy in | your eyes 
— 5 | 


.. 


Spas elect, and felt ſhe had ſo 
much cauſe, to be grateful for her good- 
natured attentions, that ſhe could not 
bear the idea of being too referved with 
her; eee ſhe acknowledged that 
98 ä Lord 
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Lord Mirangont s amendment gave her 
no ſmall degree of ſatisfaction. | 


"PIE beer now ſent daily to en- 


quire after him; and as the accounts 
were every day more and more favour- 
able, her ſecret became ſo burthenſome 
to her, that it ſoon ceaſed to be any, ſo 
frequently did ſhe relieve herſelf by 
hints, which every body underſtood; 


and the Colonel now triumphed in his 
ſagacity. 


As fo as the Marquis was ſuffered to 


go out, he haſtened to make his promiſed 


viſit, and it is needleſs to recount the 
reception he received. Both he and 


Emma were too much agitated, at firſt, 
to hold any connected diſcourſe ; but 


when Mrs. Mourtray, for a ſhort time, left 


them alone, he ſlightly touched on the 


agonies he endured, when he deſpaired of 


ever calling her his own : theſe, he ſaid, 
had occaſioned his illneſs; which, he was 


: | — 7 
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perſuaded, would have been fatal, if the 
cruel barrier between them had not ſud- 
denly, when he leaſt expected it, given 
way. Still he declined entering into any 
explanations, though he ſolemnly proteſted 
that he was free; and Emma, relying on 
this aſſurance, accepted, unreſervedly, his 
vows of eternal love and fidelity. 


It was not till long after this period 
that Emma learned what the obſtacle had 


been, which occaſioned to them both ſo 
much miſery. 


This circumſtance ſhall now be ex- 
plained = 


During the firſt efferveſcence of Lord 
Miramont's culpable paſſion for Lady 
| one, ſome time before he had ſeen 
Emma, the former, one day, expreſſed 
great doubts and apprehenſions of the 
poſſibility of a man, ſo many years younger 
than herſelf, W long faithfully 
. OE attached 
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attached to her. All he could ſay and 
proteſt ſeemed to make little impreſſion 
on her mind: © I firmly believe,” ſaid 
ſhe, © that you ſincerely feel, at preſent, 
all that you ſay; but your friends and 
family will perfuade you to marry : ſome 
new beauty will conquer your prejudices 
againſt marriage; and I, who adore you, 
and who never can love any creature in 
the world but yourſelf, ſhall loſe you for 


ever !” 


« What can I do to tranquillize you?“ 
cried the Marquis. - | 


Lady Fredville at to be ab 
ſorbed in thought: —at length, ſtarting, 
ſhe exclaimed, “ Yes, this will do; give 
me a ſolemn oath that you never will 
marry without my conſent, and i ſhall fool 
perfectly eaſy and ſatisfied. . 


; « Oh! that L wil ao; willingly,” replied 
Lord Miramont, ſmiling ; and I will 
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do more; for I will give you, in writing, 
a promiſe to this effect, which you ſhall 
draw up yourſelf, and I will fign it ;— 
though all theſe precautions are very un- 
neceſſary; for, independant of my fenti- 
ments for you, I have an averſion even to 
the thoughts of marrying.” 


The oath was taken, -and the promiſe 
ſigned, ſealed, and delivered to Lady 
Fredville. 


1 


« TR the courſe of a few months, Lord 
Miramont ſaw Emma—admired, and 
gradually became partial to her; grew 
tired of Lady Fredville, and repented of 
his Promiſe. | 

They had repeated quarrels and recon- 
ciliations.—One day he vowed never to 
ſee her more, and the next he was af her 
feet: ſuch was her art, and his weak- 
neſs!—At length, without ſaying a word 
to her of his intention, he ſuddenly left 
town 
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town with Look Fontebieu. This ſhe re- 


ſented highly, but kept her indignation 
to herſelf. 


After his declaration to Emma, when 
he left Wilmington in ſuch haſte, he re- 
ſolved to go to Lady Fredville, and can- 
didly tell her, that reflection had con- 
vinced him, that, for many reaſons, be- 
ſides being the laſt of his family, he ought 
to marry, and entreat her to cancel his 
promiſe. 


He knew that this would be the moſt 
' likely method of prevailing upon her to 
relinquiſh it; for that ſhe would be 
furious, if ſhe heard of any attachment 
that he had formed. Once releaſed from 


his obligation, he intended to a this 
matter to her. 


On his arrival, though ſhe received 
him very coldly, he was not diſcouraged; 
but made his requeſt calmly; ſtating his 


reaſons 
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reaſons for marrying ; and repreſenting, 
that, as the paper in her hands could be 

of no uſe to her, he truſted to her genero- 


ſity for reſtoring that, and releaſing him 
from his oath, | 
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She eel him with indignation; a a 
violent ſcene enſued, and they ſeparated ' 
in difguſt. Neverthelefs, he called upon 
her the day following, when, by degrees, 
ſhe became more placable ; for ſhe had 
reflected, that, by diſobliging, ſhe ſhould 
loſe him entirely ; whereas, in the con- 
trary caſe, ſhe might have a chance of 
retaining his friendſhip ; and, perhaps, 
hereafter (inconſtant as he was) of ſup- 

— Planting his wife. Ng 
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She, therefor; amuſed him with hopes; ; 
artfully, however, trying to difcover who 
the perſon was, that had ſuddenly in- 
ſpired him with theſe matrimonial pro- 
Jews but ſhe foul him do 2 


In | 
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In the interval between this viſit und 


his next, Lord Fredville was taken ex- 


tremely ill: this did not prevent his wife 
from ſeeing Lord Miramont; when, to 


his great diſappointment, he found her 


diſpoſition totally changed, and ſhe coldly 


refuſed entering er the ſubject in 


qu eſtion. | 


Her huſband's illneſs, which increafed _ 


rapidly, had given quite another turn to 


her thoughts: ſhould he die, ſhe might 
marry the Marquis herſelf ; therefore, to 
his, importunities (as ſoon as Lord Fred- 
ville was given over) ſhe returned the 


moſt abſolute and peremptory refuſal ; 


and as exterior decency gave her a pre- 


text for declining to fee him, he had no 


longer any opportunities of trying, to 


ſoften her obduracy. 


He annoyed her, however, with letters, 
to r ſhe ſent no anſwer. 
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At length, after Lord Fredville was 
dead and buried, and her doors open 
again, with all due decorum, to her in- 
timate friends, he forced himſelf i into her 
preſence. She affected a tender melan- 
choly, ſuitable to her. ſituation; and even 
ſo far commanded herſelf as to liſten, 
with apparent calmneſs, to the renewal of 
the prohibited ſubject : after which ſhe 
told him, with a ſoft ſmile, that circum- 
ſtances having altered very much fince 
the opening of this buſineſs, he muſt ex- 


cuſe her enabling him to give that hand 


to another, which ſhe hoped he would, 
in proper time, offer to that perſon, whoſe 


tenderneſs gave her the beſt claim to it ; 


and to whoſe reputation, injured by 
him, he owed all the reparation in his 


power. 


Lord Miramont liſtened, with a ſarcaſtic 
ſmile ;—< What was loſt by {hat perſon, 


Madam?“ ſaid he :—© when I was yet a 
child, it is as impoſſible [ can ever re- 


tore, 
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ſtore, as that I ſhould make myſelf ſo 
ridiculous as to accept the honour de- 


ſigned me. Had her conduct been dif- 


ferent, I might have remembered my 
attachment without regret :—now, I only 
think of it with deteſtation.“ 


He then quitted her inſtantly; but, 
when the anger that her aſſurance had 
provoked ſubſided, he repented having 
thus exaſperated, inſtead of ſoothing her; 
and again he had recourſe to prayers and 


entreaties, which ſhe rejected with ſcorn 


and defiance. 


Dede then, he flung himſelf into 
his chaiſe, and* hurried down to Bath, 


where he thought the ſight of his beloved 
Emma would afford ſome mitigation to 


his ſorrows.—kHlis illneſs denied him this 


| relief. 


f 


Never having, in his life, experienced | 


the ſlighteſt contradiction, his heart now 
n 1 ſwelled 
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ſwelled with every turbulent paſſion.— 
Rage, love, hatred, and difappointment, 
ſet his blood into the moſt violent fer- 


mentation: ſevere medical diſcipline 
cooled this; but deſpair had taken ſuch 


poſſeſſion of his mind, that he ſeemed 


linking under it. 


In the DD while Lady Fredville, who 


had followed him to Bath, was little leſs 
agitated herſelf; for, the ſame Phyſician 
attending. both, ſhe heard of him con- 
ſtantly. One moment, pitying his de- 
plorable condition, ſhe almoſt determined 


no longer to be inexorable : the next, ſhe 


endeavoured to perſuade herſelf, that his 


illneſs was accidental, and that ſhe was 
not anſwerable for it. Vet Doctor G- 
perliſting 1 in his aſſertion, that the ſeat of 
it was in his mind, again made her 
waver ; for ſhe well knew, that ſhe alone 
could reſtore him to tranquillity ; but, 
then, as ſhe muſt renounce; thoſe agree- 
able projets, which. ſhe ſtill flattered 

| herſelf 


267 


| herſelf might yet ſucceed, ſhe heſitated ; 

till his imminent danger wrought ſo upon 
her — that they decided her reſolu- 
tion. | 


She ſent, therefore, in great haſte, for 
Doctor G. ; and, giving him a ſealed 
Paper, ſhe requeſted he would carry it 
inſtantly to the Marquis ; adding, that it 
would do him more good than all his 
preſcriptions, 


Ihe Doctor e his patient ex- 
tremely ill, but perfectly ſenſible: he re- 
fuſed to take Lady Fredville's letter, till 
he heard the ſpeech which accompanied 
the delivery of it: then he eagerly opened 


it, and found the paper containing his 
fatal promiſe torn in two. 


This ſight 3 like magic: he 
ſlept that night, for the firſt time during 
the laſt week; and how ſpeedily after- 
wards he recovered has already been 


N 2 mentioned, 


ww 


nes. the ſoon as "RY Fredvilte 
heard Doctor G pronounce him out 
of * ſhe left Bath. 


The intended marriage now was openly 
declared, and announced to all Lord 
Miramont's family, 

Mrs. Mourtray could not contain her 
raptures ; expatiating to her friend, the 
Colonel, (who, as well as his family, ſhared 
in her joy) on Lord Miramont's high rank, 
great connections, and, above all, on his 
fortune, which ſhe valued far the moſt. 


Though this her imagination, aſſiſted 
by his generoſity to herſelf, magnified 
exceedingly ; for it was (conſidering his 
ſtation) by no means large. a 

N 3 he acted nobly concern 
ing ſettlements; for he directed his law- 
yers to aſſign to Emma the ſame jointure 
as his father had ſettled on his mdther. _ 
While 
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While the preparations were making 
for the approaching event, and that Mrs. 


Mourtray was living in a perpetual buſtle, 


Lord Miramont paſſed the chief part of 


each day, delightfully, with Emma. As 
Lady Fredville was now gone, and that 


his health was quickly reſtored, every cir- 
cumſtance conſpired to render her com- 


pletely happy: her mind being now 
relieved from conſtraint, ſorrow, and 


anxiety, the vivid bloom of youth again 


glowed in her cheeks, and ſhe re· aſſumed 


her men gaiety. 


She had written to Lady Wilmington, 
to whom ſhe thought ſhe owed this mark 
of reſpe&, to announce the honour ſhe 
| hoped to have, of ſhortly belonging to her 
—_— 


| The anſwer ſhe received to her letter 
was not abſolutely ungracious, though 
cold; for Lady Wilmington, well as ſhe 
liked Emma as a companion, was not 
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pleaſed that ſhe ſhould become her niece, 
. deeming none but perſons of the higheſt 
rank worthy of that honour : however, 
as ſhe could not prevent this, ſhe reſolved, 


on account of her nephew, to keep with 
her on terms of n 


Andy Elizabeth felt too much mortifi- 
cation at Emma's good fortune to write 
to her on this occaſion; and ſhe was, at 
that time, in particular ill humour, as Sir 
Harry continued to procraſtinate. 


As it was - ſettled that the nuptial 
ceremony ſhould be performed at Bath, 
by Lord Miramont's chaplain, it took 
place accordingly, about the middle of 
January. Colonel Thornley, to his great 
delight, had the honour of acting as fa- 
ther to the bride on this occaſion. 


Im aedintels emen the new-mar- 
ried couple ſet out for Highwood (Lord 
Miramont' 8 ſeat, in Suſſex), whence they 

"yanked, 
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purpoſed, after a. month's ſtay, to repair 
to London, where Mrs. Mourtray, who 
could, in the mean while, afford to re- 
main at Bath, promiſed to join them, 


and become their gueſt for three or four 
months. 1 


Lord Miramont, amongſt other pre- 
ſents, had given her three very fine coach 
horſes, which contributed not a little to 
put him in her good graces. 


Happy as were all parties, the mother 
and daughter did not ſeparate without 
ſhedding tears, and the former continued, 
for ſome time, in a wild hurry of ſpirits; 
but, when theſe calmed, ſhe looked for- 
ward to the pleaſure of ſhortly ſeeing the 
Marchioneſs of Miramont; and truſted 
that her fate, would reſemble that of thoſe 
Imaginary heroines, whoſe hiſtory uſually 

| terminates with words to this effect, and 
they were married, and lived happy. 
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Lord and Lady Miramont had not 
proceeded far on their journey, when 
the poſtillions, baving taken a cheering 
cup too much, in honour of their Lord's 
nuptials, were inſpired with ſuch extra- 
ordinary ſpirits, that, in whiſking round 
a ſharp angle, they overſet the carriage, 
and the axle tree broke. 


N Aer Lord Miramont nor Emma 
was much hurt, but one of the horſes be- 
ginning to kick at a furious rate, their 
ſituation, really became very dangerous; 
eſpecially as one of the drivers had 
been jerked off his horſe, and the 
other ſeemed . with — and 
_ 


At chat inſtant a poſt-chaiſe came near 
the ſpot, and a gentleman immediately 
| leaped out of it, followed by his ſervant, 
to affiſt in containin q the fury of the reſtive 
animal. The carriage was now dif- 
— from the 2 and Lord Mira- 


mon, 
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mont, having ſcrambled out of it, aſſiſted 


Lord Clannarmon (for it was him) 1 to lift 


Emma thence. 


The _—_ ſhe had ſuffered had nearly 
_ deprived her of ſenſe; but no ſooner did 
| the find herſelf ſafe, than, raiſing her 
eyes to ſee to whom ſhe was obliged, ſhe 
| beheld Lord Clannarmon ! Pale as Death 
he looked; ſeeming almoſt to want, him- 
ſelf, the ſupport hen was affording her. 


She immediately felt wha his ſenſe 


tions muſt be at that moment. The cir- 


cumſtances in which he found her, and 
the favours on the ſervants hats, muſt. 
have informed him of her marriage ; and 
ſhe ſincerely regretted the unlucky chance 


Which had thrown him in her way. 


She attempted, however, to make her 
acknowledgments for the kind aſſiſtance 
he had given, but, affected by the deep 

b dieijection 


mw: 
dejection i in his air, her voice faltered as 
ſhe Sake: . 


Lord Miramont who had no idea of | 
what was paſling in Lord Clannarmon's 
mind, frankly thanked him for his atten- 


tions, and gave him a very cordial invita- : 
tion to Hichnead. 


1 {Fe Clannarmon bowed; made an 
effort to ſay ſomething civil; but he ſpoke 
unintelligibly, As no perſon ever cared 
leſs about forms and ceremonies than the 
Marquis, he did not obſerve that the 
other had made him no congratulations, 
nor, that there was any thing extraordi- 
nary in his behaviour; but he ſaw that 


he was much altered, and concluded, be | 
| was unwell. l 


It was now ak that Lord and Lady 
at ſhould proceed on their jour- 
| ney in Lord Clannarmon' 8 carriage; the 

latter 
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latter inſiſting upon their taking it: there - 
fore, after conducting Emma, with a 
trembling hand, and placing her in his 
chaiſe, he bowed to Lord Miramont, and, 
mounting one of the ſervant's horſes, he 
rode on to the next ſtage, while they pur- 
ſued their route; leaving the diſabled 
chaiſe to the care of their fervants. 


Emma, who had too clearly ſeen the 
perturbation of Lord Clannarmon's mind, 
was fo diſturbed by it, that it was 


ſome time before ſhe could recover her 


tranquillity. 


— repagt of her intended marriage 
had, almoſt as ſoon as the event was ſet- 
tled, reached Lord Clannarmon's ears; 


but he was ignorant when it would take 
Pres. : 


Little did he think, on his return from 
5 — whither he had been, to 
| — | 


216 


try, i change of ſcene, to dikpate the - 

' anguiſh of his ſoul, that he ſhould be ſo 
unfortunate, as'to meet the happy Mar- = 
=_ carrying! dame his _— bride.” ot 


This ſhock totally. bereft . of all for- : 
titude; and when he reached his houſe at 
Wheatley, had not Fitzaubert exerted 
4 Vynſelf to ſooth and conſole . he 


5 deſpair « 
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